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1. Introductory essay: A History of Mill 

Conservation in Cambridgeshire. 

 
Within the records held by Cambridgeshire County Council’s Shire Hall Archive is 

what at first glance looks like some large Victorian sales ledgers. These are in 

fact the day books belonging to Hunts the Millwrights who practised their craft 

for more than 200 years in Soham near Ely. The pages tell in minute detail the 

works carried out on many of the counties mills from 1830- 1933. This work 

ranged from the replacement of sack trap hinges to the total rebuilding of mills. 

For those involved today in mill conservation they provide a glimpse into a mill’s 

past for instance at Wicken work on the Village Corn Windmill is described as 

transcribed below: 

Date Work For 

Nov 1838 Various overhaul works to cogs, millstones, spindle and nuts, stone irons, 108 

new spur wheel cogs, new step brass for upright shaft and stone brasses. 

A new chain for lever, work on spur wheel and spouts, fly tackle. 

New brushes, each 4 ½ feet long 

2 sheets of wire No. 64 

1 sheet of wire  No. 60 

1 sheet of wire  No. 70 

½ sheet of wire No. 30  

Mr How 

Dec 4 1838 A cast iron worm weight 25lbs Mr How 

1839 86 Coggs for brake wheel, cast iron nut with 17 cogs Mr How 

1842 A stone spindle Mr How 

1844 Sundry cogs including beech to stone nut Mr How 

1846 10 feet of striking rod 

Repairs to iron plates on curb 

Mr How 

1847 107 cogs to spur wheel Mr How 

1848 New neck brass weight 28½lbs 

An oak neck block 3 feet long 

A new back 41 feet long 13” side 

Mr How 

1849 An oak clamp 9feet long   7” x 7” Mr How 

1890 Mill bills purchased Mr Bailey 

1892 Mill bills purchased Mr Barton 

1899 Various items including a steel plate chimney, and ‘Bevil wheel’ geared with 

65 beech cogs 

New neck brass 28½ lbs 

New upright shaft brass 

Stone nut geared with 18 beech cogs 

Mr W. Barton 

1902 Stone nut geared with 20 beech wood cogs Mr W. Barton 

1904 Sold to Mr Barton pair 4 ½ feet French Stones £7/10/- 

A new top fitted to stone spindle 

Mr Barton 

1905 A new shaft with a pair of 21” x 6¼“ face pulleys (probably for drive from 

portable steam engine) 

Mr Barton 

 

 

Records such as these have enabled an accurate repair programme to be carried 

out on the mill which was temporarily conserved with the installation of a 

temporary roof in 1973 by Chris Wilson the owner of Over Windmill, leading 

eventually to the present owners: the Wicken Windmill Partnership buying the 
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mil in 1987 and restoring it to its present full working order. Members of this 

volunteer millwrighting and milling partnership have also been involved in other 

repair programmes e.g. at Shade and Downfield Mills at Soham and more 

recently in partnership with others in writing repair and maintenance proposals 

for Great Chishill and Great Gransden.  

   

Wicken Windmill 1895 © Dave Pearce   1970 © Arthur Smith  2012 © Simon Hudson 

There have been many key individuals in involved in mill conservation in the 

county including Sir Alfred Bossom and Mr Mansfield Forbes who bought Bourn 

Windmill in 1931for £45 before donating it to the Cambridge Preservation 

Society (now Cambridge Past Present and Future). The following year, Lord 

Fairhaven of Anglesey Abbey paid for the last small drainage pump that once 

stood on Adventurers Fen at Burwell to be repaired and moved to Wicken Fen. 

  

Wicken Fen Drainage Mill 1936 as it stood on Adventurers Fen Burwell © Mills Archive Trust    

2013 © Simon Hudson  

This work was carried out by a Mr C.J. Ison a wheelwright from Histon who was 

also responsible for the removal of the Windmill at Ellington and its rebuilding 

next to the American Air Force Cemetery at Madingley.  
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In recent times various mill owners such as the late Michael Bullied at Swaffham 

Prior have carried out repairs on mills often returning what were often derelict to 

a working mills. 

  

Swaffham Prior 1970 © T.C. Vickers 1991 © Mills Archive Trust 

Public bodies such as the National Trust have also played an important role in 

the conservation of two of the most complete watermills within the county at 

Houghton nr St Ives and Lode Mill at Anglesey Abbey. 

  

Houghton 1899 Frith (Bryan)    2012 © Martin Watts 

Cambridgeshire County Council currently own two of the county’s most 

important and interesting windmills at Great Chishill and Great Gransden, the 

former being the last windmill to work commercially in Cambridgeshire and the 

latter being one of the oldest windmills in the country. However in 2010 the 

County Council declared these mills to be ‘surplus to the council’s requirements’. 

Following this announcement approaches were made to both the relevant District 

and Parish Councils neither of which were prepared to take on this responsibility. 
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Great Chishill Windmill 

1951 © Martin Bodman   2012 © Simon Hudson 

Fortunately both mills are within village communities that care sufficiently about 

their village’s milling heritage that there are groups that have been formed with 

a view to taking on responsibility for these mills. Details about the Repair and 

Maintenance proposals that have been written for each of these mills can be 

found in the pages of this report.  

Two of the mills currently on the Heritage at Risk Register (Downfield Windmill 

Soham and Steven’s Windmill Burwell) now have conservation plans and funding 

in place for the much needed repairs to be carried out.   

This welcome news needs to be seen in the context that there are several mills 

in the county that are risk and I hope that the pages of this report will highlight 

these cases and encourage communities to support their local mill. 

  

Hooks Mill and Engine House Guilden Morden 

2009 © Leesa Barrow          Great Mill Haddenham © Nick Baker 
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2. Aims and Objectives of the study. 

The aim of this study is to provide accurate and up to date information on each 

of the standing watermill and windmill sites within the county of Cambridgeshire1  

This register will give details of the site name, designations, address, ownership, 

and condition and will also include a current image of the mil as well as an 

archive image if possible of the mill in its last working appearance. Any relevant 

comments will also be added to these entries on such matters as designations.  

An initial assessment will be carried out on those mills which would be classified 

as being at Risk as being at risk from the criteria set out by English Heritage as 

below. 

Criteria for inclusion on the Heritage at Risk Register  

Buildings (not in use as a public place of worship) considered for inclusion on the Register must be 

listed grade I or II*, (or grade II in London) or be a structural scheduled monument.  

Buildings are assessed for inclusion on the basis of condition and, where applicable, occupancy (or 

use).The condition of buildings on the Register ranges from ‘very bad’ to ‘poor’, ‘fair’ and 

(occasionally) ‘good’.  

The Register also includes buildings that are vulnerable to becoming at risk because they are empty, 

under-used or face redundancy without a new use to secure their future.  

Occupancy (or use) is noted as ‘vacant’, ‘part occupied’, ‘occupied’, or occasionally, ‘unknown’; for 

many structural monuments, occupancy is not applicable.  

Assessing vulnerability in the case of a building in fair condition necessarily involves judgement and 

discretion. A few buildings on the Register are in good condition, having been repaired or 

mothballed, but a new use or owner is still to be secured.  

Buildings are removed from the Register when they are fully repaired/consolidated, their future 

secured, and where appropriate, occupied or in use2 

NB it is noted that buildings listed Grade II were also included in the register in 

2012 

These reports will include details of the mill’s list description, condition and 

vulnerability. Details of relevant contacts e.g. Conservation Officers will also be 

included on these forms. 

A more detailed survey will then be carried out which will give further 

information including details of previous reports, site visits, archaeological 

potential, site significance and recommended action. 

                                                           
1
 For these purposes Cambridgeshire includes the areas controlled by Cambridge and Peterborough City 

Councils. 
2
  From http://www.english-heritage.org.uk/content/imported-docs/f-j/har-criteria-for-inclusion.pdf 
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The objectives of the study are twofold: 

1. To provide useful information to official bodies such as local authorities 

and English Heritage about the mills within the county. 

2. To encourage groups and individuals to get involved in the conservation of 

mills locally. 

 

It is hoped that as well as practical work being carried out on the mills 

highlighted in this report that a systematic programme of recording will be put in 

place using traditional methods3 as well as using new technologies such as the 

LIDAR scanning technology as pioneered by Tom Goodliff and his company Laser 

Scanning Buildings4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                                                           
3
 http://www.english-heritage.org.uk/publications/understanding-historic-buildings/ 

4
 http://www.laser-scanning-buildings.co.uk/laser_scan_example_surveys.html 
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3. Register of Cambridgeshire Watermills and 

Windmills 

All map references relate to Philip’s Street Atlas Cambridgeshire 2008 

CAMBRIDGE CITY COUNCIL 

SITE NAME  Newnham Mill, Cambridge 

  

 

© Copyright Alan Murray-Rust and licensed for reuse under this Creative Commons Licence. 

from TheOld Mills of Cambridge Camb. Ant Soc vol XIV 1909     

DESIGNATIONS:   Grade II. 

ADDRESS:    Newnham Road, Cambridge CB3 9EY Map 64 C7. 

OWNERSHIP:   The Tragus Group. 

CONDITION:   Fabric good. 

COMMENTS:  Check whether any machinery or working parts 
survive. 

  



11 
 

SITE NAME  Papermills, Cambridge 

  

2005 © Mr Dan Bloom. Source English Heritage.NMR  

No archive image found    

DESIGNATIONS:   Grade II. 

ADDRESS:    Ditton Walk, Cambridge CB5 8JE. 

OWNERSHIP:   Not known. 

CONDITION:   Not known. 

COMMENTS:  Check whether any machinery or working parts 

survive. 
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SITE NAME    Windmill at Chesterton Mills, Cambridge 

 

 

2007 © Images of England 

1920 © Mills Archive Trust 

DESIGNATIONS:   Grade II. 

ADDRESS:    French's Road, Cambridge CB4 3HX Map 83 D4. 

OWNERSHIP:   Private. 

CONDITION:  Fabric good, check re. Interior whether any machinery 
or working parts survive. Interesting Collection of 
buildings including former steam mill. 

COMMENTS:  Check whether any machinery or working parts 

survive.  The unusual triangular windows are a feature 
of this mill since early days of the mill’s history.  
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EAST CAMBRIDGESHIRE 

SITE NAME  Bottisham Water Mill at Bottisham Park, 

Bottisham 

  

  

2002 © Tony Bryant 

c. 1900 © Cambridgeshire Collection  

DESIGNATIONS:   Grade II 

ADDRESS:  Tunbridge Lane, Swaffham Bulbeck 
Cambridgeshire CB5 9ED Map 87 A7 

OWNERSHIP   Private 

CONDITION:  Fabric fair. Water supply lost 

COMMENTS:  ‘Narrow grey brick with a mansard roof 
originally pantiled but now of corrugated iron. 
End stack to left hand gable end. Three storeys 

and attic. The lucam at second storey has been 
removed. Four windows and a hoist opening at 

first floor, and three at ground floor. Two 
doorways. Inside, much of the original mill 
machinery remains intact including two 

undershot water wheels, the spur wheel and 
main shaft and gears to drive the three mill 

stones.’ from East Cambs DC website  

 Consider review of designation due to mechanical 

completeness. Selected for a detailed survey as part 

of this report see page 86 
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SITE NAME  Water Mill, Lode 

 

   

2011 © Copyright Ashley Dace and licensed for reuse under this Creative Commons Licence.   

1910-1930 © CCAN (NB shows mill in use as part of the cement works) 

DESIGNATIONS:  Grade II   

ADDRESS:  61 Mill Road, Lode, Cambridgeshire CB5 9EN 

Map 107 C2. 

OWNERSHIP:  The National Trust  

CONDITION:  Good in working order produces wholemeal flour 
and Oatmeal.  

COMMENTS:  Consider review of designation due to 

mechanical completeness. 
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SITE NAME  Six Mile Bottom Windmill, Burrough Green  

   

  

2011 © Peter Goulding  

1930 © Mills Archive Trust 

DESIGNATIONS:  Grade II*.   

ADDRESS:  A1304, Burrough Green, Cambridgeshire CB8 
0TU Map 88 B1.  

OWNERSHIP: Private.  

CONDITION:  Fabric externally good following work in 2012. 

COMMENTS: Some recording of details of this mill have been 
carried out by Bonwick Milling Heritage 
Consultancy as part of the design and Access 

Statement for the Listed Building Application 
made in January 2012 to East Cambs DC. 

 ‘The windmill is an extremely important and 
significant example of a post mill, deserving of 

its Grade II*listed status. Its machinery and 
method of construction has not been the subject 

of detailed study in the past, and the mill is an 
excellent candidate for a programme of 
archaeological recording’ BONWICK MHC     Six 

Mile Bottom Windmill, Cambs: Design Statement      
Jan 2012  

 Selected for a detailed survey as part of this 
report see page 96 
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SITE NAME  Stevens Mill, Burwell     

   

  

2011© Luke Bonwick 

1925 © Mills Archive Trust 

DESIGNATIONS:  Grade II*   

ADDRESS:  32 Mill Close, Burwell, Cambridgeshire CB25 

0HD Map 130 C1  

OWNERSHIP  Burwell Museum Trust  

CONDITION:  Fair (under repair 2012)  

COMMENTS: Included on the Heritage at Risk Register from 
2011. HLF grant awarded to restore the windmill 

as part of Burwell Museum complex. Selected 
for a detailed survey as part of this report see 

page 109 
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SITE NAME  Mill to North of Melton’s Farmhouse, Burwell 

also known as Big Mill  

   

 

2013 © Simon Hudson. 

c. 1890 from an old postcard 

DESIGNATIONS:  Grade II   

ADDRESS:  B1102, Burwell, Cambridgeshire CB5 0AE Map 
130 C2  

OWNERSHIP  Private  

CONDITION:  Good  

COMMENTS:  ‘Originally a flour mill, early C19, later used to 
mill coprolite5 and now used as a store. Tower of 
ten tapering sides reduced to three storeys with 

thatched pyramidal roof. Walls of clunch lined 
with brick’ from the list description 

 . 

  

                                                           
5
 Fossilized faeces used in fertilizer manufacture 
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SITE NAME  Tower Mill, Cottenham    

    

  

  

2005 © Copyright Nat Bocking and licensed for reuse under this Creative Commons Licence.         

1890-1900 © CCAN 

Date u/k ©Cambridgeshire Collection        

DESIGNATIONS:  Grade II  

ADDRESS:  Manse Drive, Cottenham, Cambridgeshire CB24 
8UL Map 124 C3. 

OWNERSHIP  Private.  

CONDITION:  Good.   

COMMENTS: In use as a water tower since 1903 said to have 
originally been fitted with 12 sails which 
probably was unique in Britain. 
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SITE NAME  Mill, Pymore Nursery, Downham 

 

  

2006 © Images of England 1935  

© Mills Archive Trust 

DESIGNATIONS:  Grade II   

ADDRESS: Pymore Lane, Downham, Cambridgeshire CB6 
2EE Map 224 E1 

OWNERSHIP  Private  

CONDITION:  Now converted into a house, fabric looks fair.  

COMMENTS: List description states: The mill and outbuildings 

were formerly Pymore bakery’ check whether 
any material evidence of this. Machinery 
removed and re-installed at Stretham Windmill 

see page 24 
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SITE NAME  Tower Mill Downham known as Cornwell’s Mill 
Little Downham 

  

  

 

2005 © Images of England  

2012 © Ely Standard  

DESIGNATIONS:  Grade II   

ADDRESS: Ely Road, Downham, Cambridgeshire CB6 2SL  

Map 218 B6 

OWNERSHIP  Private  

CONDITION:  Poor 

COMMENTS: Plans were submitted to East Cambridgeshire 
DC for residential conversion in 2012. 
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SITE NAME  Mill, Haddenham known as Great Mill 

 

 

2011 © Bill Blake 

c 1892-1902 © CCAN 

DESIGNATIONS:  Grade II   

ADDRESS:  Aldreth Road, Haddenham, Cambridgeshire CB6 
3UB Map 209 F5  

OWNERSHIP  Private  

CONDITION:  Despite repair works having been carried out 
between 1992 -1998, the mill remains in a poor 

condition due to sub- standard materials and 
poor specification.  

COMMENTS: Originally one of a pair of mills (see Archive 
Photo). 

Application made for review of designation due 
to mechanical completeness.  

Selected for a detailed survey as part of this 
report see page 119 
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SITE NAME  Downfield Windmill, Soham 

    

  

2011 ©Luke Bonwick 

c.1870 © Nigel Moon collection 

DESIGNATIONS:   Grade II*   

ADDRESS: 8 Windmill Close, Soham, Cambridgeshire CB7 

5BP 

Map 212 D2  

OWNERSHIP  Private   

CONDITION:   Poor, The cap, sails and fantail are all need of 
repair or replacement,     

COMMENTS:  Included on the Heritage at Risk Register from 

2011  

           EH grant made for repair work to the cap and 

replacement of fantail.  

Selected for a detailed survey as part of this 
report see page 130 
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SITE NAME  Northfield Windmill, Soham also known as 
Shade Mill 

  

 

2009 © Robert Bramley  

c. 1925 © CCAN       

DESIGNATIONS:     Grade II*   

ADDRESS: A142, Soham, Cambridgeshire CB7 5DE Map 
212 A5 

OWNERSHIP    Private  

CONDITION:   Poor, Included on the Heritage at Risk Register 
from 2011 ‘The cap the cap is deformed, leaking 

badly and will not turn to wind. Some temporary 
repairs completed 2009 to attend leaks.’  

COMMENTS:  The last surviving example of a mill converted 
from water drainage use to corn grinding. 

Selected for a detailed survey as part of this 
report see page 142 
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SITE NAME  Windmill, Stretham    

    

 

© Copyright Ashley Dace and licensed for reuse under this Creative Commons Licence 

© 1934 Mills Archive Trust 

DESIGNATIONS:  Grade II   

ADDRESS:  Cambridge Road, Stretham, Cambridgeshire 
CB6 3JH Map 210 E3  

OWNERSHIP  Private  

CONDITION:  Fair. Problems known to exist with tar coating 

COMMENTS: The list description states ‘Machinery replaced 

with parts from Pymore and Gamlingay mills.’ 
check has this been recorded. 
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SITE NAME  Windmill, to Rear of the Mill House, Swaffham 
Prior known as Foster’s Mill 

   

 

2010 © Copyright Ashley Dace and licensed for reuse under this Creative Commons Licence  

1934 © Mills Archive Trust 

DESIGNATIONS:  Grade II*  

ADDRESS:  B1102, Swaffham Prior, Cambridgeshire CB25 
0LB  

Map 108 C4  

OWNERSHIP  Private 

CONDITION:  Good, in full working order 

COMMENTS As a windmill in working order it is imperative 

that the wind flow to the mill is not disturbed by 
any future development in the vicinity of the 

mill. One of two windmills within the same 
parish (see below). 
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SITE NAME  Windmill, to Rear of Windmill Cottage, 
Swaffham Prior known as Swaffham Prior Smock 

Mill 

  

 

2005 © Ajay Tegala 

c. 1900 © Mills Archive Trust  

DESIGNATIONS:  Grade II   

ADDRESS:  B1102, Swaffham Prior, Cambridgeshire CB25 
0LB Map 108 C4  

OWNERSHIP  Private  

CONDITION:  Fair, converted into a house 

COMMENTS When this mill was converted into a house the 
brakewheel was never replaced which has given 

grounds for concern for the mill’s stability. Also 
there is need for work to be carried out on the 
fantail.  One of two windmills within the same 

parish (see above). 
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SITE NAME  Smock Mill, Wicken known as Norman’s Mill or 
Wicken Fen Drainage Pump 

  

 

2013 Simon Hudson 

1935 on its original site at Adventurers Fen Burwell © Mills Archive Trust  

DESIGNATIONS:  Grade II   

ADDRESS:  36 Lode Lane, Wicken, Cambridgeshire CB7 5XP 
Map 211 D1 

OWNERSHIP  National Trust 

CONDITION:  Good, in full workable order  

COMMENTS: The last surviving complete Fenland drainage 

mill. Consider review of designation due to 
mechanical completeness. One of two working 

windmills within the same parish (see below) 
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SITE NAME  Windmill, Wicken known as Wicken Village Corn 
Windmill 

    

 

2011 © Dave Pearce    

1934 © Muggeridge Collection   

DESIGNATIONS:  Grade II*  

ADDRESS:  Back Lane, Wicken, Cambridgeshire CB7 5XR 
Map 211 D1 

OWNERSHIP  Wicken Windmill Partnership  

CONDITION:  Good, in full working order  

COMMENTS As a windmill in working order it is imperative 

that the wind flow to the mill is not disturbed by 
any future development in the vicinity of the 

mill. One of two working windmills within the 
same parish (see above). 
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FENLAND 

SITE NAME:  Coates Windmill 

  

No archive image available 

2012 © Colin Ashworth   

DESIGNATIONS:  Not listed 

ADDRESS:  168 A605 Map 190 F8 

OWNERSHIP  Private 

CONDITION:  Not known 

COMMENTS This mill is being rebuilt rather than repaired a 
practice common in the Netherlands but less so 

in UK 
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SITE NAME  Doddington Windmill, Doddington 

 

 

2011 © Images of England 

1936 © Mills Archive Trust 

DESIGNATIONS:  Grade II   

ADDRESS:  Sutton Way, Doddington, Cambridgeshire PE15 

0TZ Map 223 A5 

OWNERSHIP  Private 

CONDITION:  Very bad in danger of internal collapse 

COMMENTS: Further investigation required said to contain 
some machinery.  
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SITE NAME  Tower Windmill, Rear of Number 40, West End, 

Whittlesey known as Elderkins Mill or Fallards 

mill 

 

 

2008 © Copyright Mr K Almond and licensed for reuse under this Creative Commons Licence. 

1934 © Mills Archive Trust 

DESIGNATIONS:  Grade II   

ADDRESS:  Owens Gardens, Whittlesey, Cambridgeshire 
PE7 1LS  

Map 189 C8 

OWNERSHIP  Private 

CONDITION:  Not known new roof 2008 

COMMENTS: Discuss condition with the conservation officer 
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SITE NAME  Leachers Mill, Wisbech known as Leach’s Mill 

 

 

2008 © Copyright Mr K Almond and licensed for reuse under this Creative Commons Licence. 

1895 © Martin Watts collection 

DESIGNATIONS:  Grade II   

ADDRESS:  Lynn Road, Wisbech, Cambridgeshire PE13 3DD 

Map 245 C6 

OWNERSHIP: Private 

CONDITION:  Fabric good external detailing poor e.g. balcony 

and windows. 

COMMENTS: Now converted into a dwelling. Originally had 

eight sails and tower much higher (ten storeys), 
sadly little now remains of its milling heritage. 
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HUNTINGDONSHIRE 

SITE NAME:  The Mill, Elton 

    

2008 © Copyright Mr K Almond and licensed for reuse under this Creative Commons Licence. 

DESIGNATIONS:  Grade II   

ADDRESS:  32 Middle Street Elton Cambridgeshire PE8 6RA 
Map 178 D8 

OWNERSHIP: Not known 

CONDITION:  Not known 

COMMENTS: late 18th or early 19th century and sits beside 
the River Nene at Elton. The original four brick 
bays were extended with two limestone bays 

and a ground floor extension, shown above. A 
plaque is visible in the gable end above 'AD 

1840' 

Further investigation needed to establish 

whether any machinery survives as described in 
the listing. 

Consider review of designation due to 
mechanical completeness. 

Selected for a detailed survey as part of this 
report see page 156 
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SITE NAME     Houghton Mill, Houghton and Wyton 

 

  

2012 © Martin Watts 

1899 © Francis Frith Collection 

DESIGNATIONS:  Grade II*  

ADDRESS:  Mill Street Houghton, Cambridgeshire PE28 2AZ 
Map 143 A4 

OWNERSHIP: National Trust 

CONDITION:  Good in partial working order. The last working 
watermill on the Great Ouse 

COMMENTS: As a working watermill it is imperative that the 

watercourses to the mill are maintained so that 
this status is not compromised. 
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SITE NAME: The Old Mill Offord Cluny 

 Archive image awaited from CALM PH53/7/4 

 © Copyright Stephen McKay and licensed for reuse under this Creative Commons Licence.  

DESIGNATIONS: Not listed 

ADDRESS: School Lane, St Neots, Cambridgeshire PE19 
7AG Map 74 E4 

OWNERSHIP: Private  

CONDITION: Now converted to residential use 

  

http://www.geograph.org.uk/profile/1621
http://www.geograph.org.uk/reuse.php?id=789961
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/


36 
 

SITE NAME: Eaton Mills, St Neots 

   

 

2012 © About My Area  

c. 1890 © Frith Collection 

DESIGNATIONS: Grade II 

ADDRESS: School Lane, St Neots, Cambridgeshire PE19 
7AG Map 74 E4 

OWNERSHIP: Private  

CONDITION: Fabric good. Now converted into a restaurant: 
‘The Rivermill Tavern’. It is not known whether 

any of the machinery or working parts survive. 

COMMENT:    Post code should be PE19 8GW 
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SITE NAME: Water Newton Mill, Formerly the Water Mill, Water Newton 

  

2011 © www.britishlistedbuildings.co.uk 

Archive Image not available 

DESIGNATIONS: Grade II 

ADDRESS: 1 Mill Lane, Water Newton PE8 6LY Map 184 C7 

OWNERSHIP: Private  

CONDITION: Good 

COMMENT: Although converted into dwellings and a shop in 

1986 according to the listing text: ‘Internal 
machinery largely intact, including two wheels 
one with fourteen foot diameter, two pairs of 

stones, sack hoists and grain bins’. Check 
whether this has been recorded. 
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SITE NAME: Tower Mill, Great Gidding 

  

 

2009 © Copyright Michael Trolove  and licensed for reuse under this Creative Commons Licence. 

1906 ©The Giddings 

DESIGNATIONS: Grade II 

ADDRESS: 1 Milking Slade Road, Great Gidding, 
Cambridgeshire PE28 5NS Map 166 A3 

OWNERSHIP: Private  

CONDITION: Good externally.  Converted into a house from 

the 1970’s 

COMMENT: List description refers to:  Inscription "W.L. 
Clark Houghton, 1873 (millwright)" check to see 
if this is still visible, an important record of the 

work of one of the last firms of 
Huntingdonshire’s Millwrights. 
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SITE NAME:  Post Mill, Great Gransden 

 

 

2012 © Dave Pearce  

c.1884 Gransdens Society Collection 

DESIGNATIONS: Grade II* and Scheduled Monument 

ADDRESS: 43 Mill Road, Great Gransden, Cambridgeshire 

SG19 3AG Map 58 F4 

OWNERSHIP: Cambridgeshire County Council (declared 

surplus to requirements 2010) Negotiations 
taking place re. Transfer to a building 

preservation trust.  

CONDITION: Fair externally. Much repair work carried out 

1979-1982 mainly using sub-standard materials. 
Requires urgent attention as per report prepared 

for Cambridgeshire County Council by Pearce 
Bonwick and Hudson 2012 

COMMENT: Within the mill there is an inscribed date of 1674 
making it one of the oldest dated mills in the 
UK. A dendrochronological survey has recently 

been has shown the central post was in 

Selected for a detailed survey as part of this 
report see page 166 
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SITE NAME: Tower Windmill, Hemingford Grey 

  

 

2010 © Copyright Bob Jones   

C.1930 © Mills Archive Trust . 

 DESIGNATIONS: Grade II 

ADDRESS: St Ives Road, Hemingford Grey, Cambridgeshire 
PE28 9DX Map 143 D2 

OWNERSHIP: Private  

CONDITION: Fair  

COMMENT: Huntingdonshire’s last working windmill (1929) 
stands on a mill mound (presumably of an 
earlier post mill). Now house converted little 

remains from the mills working days apart from 
a carefully inscribed date stone J.W. 1820 which 

probably relates to the builder and date of 
construction of the mill.  The former stable block 
remains which has also been re-used for 

domestic accommodation. 
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SITE NAME: Ugg Mere Windpump, Ramsey St. Mary’s. 

   

 

 2007 CCAN 

c. 1910-1930 © CCAN 

DESIGNATIONS: Not Listed 

ADDRESS: Ugg Mere Map 143 D1 

OWNERSHIP: Not known 

CONDITION: Poor, overgrown foundations of steam house 

COMMENT: Investigate possible recording of site also check 
what remains of the millwright Smithdale of 

Acles’s workshop. 
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SITE NAME: Sawtry Windmill 

   

 

From: http://www.waymarking.com.  

1910-1930 © CCAN 

DESIGNATIONS: Not Listed 

ADDRESS:  

OWNERSHIP: Private 

CONDITION: Fabric good 

COMMENT: Converted into a house 
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SITE NAME: Duloe Hill Windmill, St Neots Should be in 

Bedfordshire 

SITE NAME: Windmill Rear of Number 114 (Wood View), 

Upwood and the Raveleys 

 

 

c 2010 © www.upwood.org.uk     

c.1890-1910 © CCAN 

DESIGNATIONS: Grade II 

ADDRESS: 3 Meadow Road, Upwood, Cambridgeshire PE26 

2QE Map 171 B1 

OWNERSHIP: Private  

CONDITION: Poor 

COMMENT: Thought to contain some machinery although far 
from complete, further investigation required. 

List description mentions T Setchell and 1852 
inscribed in brick over doorway check whether 
still visible. The Setchell family were known at 

various Cambridgeshire Mills e.g. Haddenham. 
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PETERBOROUGH CITY COUNCIL 

SITE NAME    Barnack Water Mill, Barnack 

 No archive image available 

2005© Images of England 

DESIGNATIONS:   Grade II  

ADDRESS:    Barnack, Peterborough PE9 3HX Map 230 C2 

OWNERSHIP:   Not known 

CONDITION:  Not Known List description states: ‘C18 watermill. 

Coursed stone with steeply pitched Collyweston stone 
roof with gabled ends. Long 2 storey range. Dressed 

stone window and door openings with key blocked 
lintels. Single storey addition at each end. No 
machinery remains, and the undershot wheel is silted 

up.’ 

COMMENTS:  Further investigation required. An unusual survival of a 

watermill and windmill in the same parish. 
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SITE NAME    Castor Mill, Castor 

 

 

2003 ©British Buildings on Line 

c. 1913 © peterboroughimages 

DESIGNATIONS:    Grade II  

ADDRESS:    Mill Lane, Castor, Peterborough PE5 7BT 

     Map 184 F6 

OWNERSHIP:    Private 

CONDITION:  Converted into a house.  Not known whether 

any machinery or working parts survive. 

COMMENTS:  Unusual survival of a watermill and windmill in 

the same parish. 
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SITE NAME   Maxey Mill, Maxey 

 

  

 

2005 © Copyright Ian Yarham and licensed for reuse under this Creative Commons Licence. 

1969 © Grasmere Farm 

DESIGNATIONS:    Grade II.  

ADDRESS:   Mill Road, Maxey, Peterborough PE6 9EZ  

Map 231 B7. 

OWNERSHIP   Grasmere Farm plc. 

CONDITION:   Good, still in commercial operation 

COMMENTS:  Cultural Heritage includes connection with John 
Clare, ‘The Peasant Poet’.  

Consider review of designation due to 
mechanical completeness and group value with 

the mill house. 
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SITE NAME  Sacrewell Mill and Mill House and Stables, 

Wansford 

  

 

2012© Simon Hudson  

1995 ©Crown copyright NMR 

DESIGNATIONS:    Grade II* 

ADDRESS:   Thornhaugh, Peterborough PE8 6HJ Map 194 C5 

OWNERSHIP:   William Scott Abbott Trust 

CONDITION:  Fair, significant problems with the fabric and the 

machinery  

COMMENTS:  Although the mill works for demonstration 

purposes there is much that needs doing to help 
fulfil its potential as a a working watermill 
including work to the fabric and machinery. 

 Selected for a detailed survey as part of this 

report see page 184 
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SITE NAME     Barnack Windmill  

  

 

2005 © Copyright Andy Gilbert and licensed for reuse under this Creative Commons Licence. 

Undated post card probably early C20  

DESIGNATIONS:   Grade II. 

ADDRESS:   Barnack, Peterborough PE9 3HA Map 230 D4. 

OWNERSHIP   Burghley House Estate 

CONDITION:   Fair 

COMMENTS:  Consider review of designation due to 

mechanical completeness.  

Selected for a detailed survey as part of this 

report see page 194 

 Unusual survival of a windmill and watermill in 
the same parish. 
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SITE NAME  Wind Mill About 150 Yds South East of Castor 

Mill, Castor 

  

 

2005 © Copyright Andy Gilbert and licensed for reuse under this Creative Commons Licence. 

1961 © peterboroughimages 

DESIGNATIONS:   Grade II 

ADDRESS:   Mill Lane, Castor, Peterborough PE5 7BT 

Map 184 F6. 

OWNERSHIP   Not known 

CONDITION:   Fair 

COMMENTS:  Only two storey stump remains possibly built by 

the same millwrights as Barnack. Unusual 
survival of a windmill and watermill in the same 

parish. 
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SITE NAME  Windmill at Mill House, Peterborough   known 
as Stanground Mill 

  

© Copyright Richard Humphrey and licensed for reuse under this Creative Commons Licence. 

No archive image found 

DESIGNATIONS:   Grade II 

ADDRESS:   Peterborough Road, Peterborough PE2 8EU 

OWNERSHIP   Private 

CONDITION:   Not known 

COMMENTS:  Now house converted  
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SITE NAME   Windmill, Thorney 

  

 

2005 © Copyright Jamie Smith.    

c. 1890 © Peterboroughimages 

DESIGNATIONS:   Grade II 

ADDRESS:   78 B1167, Thorney, Peterborough PE6 0QQ  

Map 232 F3 

OWNERSHIP   Private 

CONDITION:   Fabric good, few remains of original mill 

COMMENTS:  Built 1787 now house converted. The mill 
originally had six sails. 
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SOUTH CAMBRIDGESHIRE 

SITE NAME: The Mill House and Attached Mill Buildings, 

Abington Pigotts 

  

 

2003 © Images of England 

c.1900 Cambridgeshire Colection 

DESIGNATIONS: Grade II 

ADDRESS: Abington Piggott’s, Cambridgeshire SG8 0SA 
Map 11 E5 

OWNERSHIP: Private  

CONDITION: Not known 

COMMENT: The list description refers to ‘House, formerly 
the mill house with attached water mill mid C17 
and The partly demolished mill building to the 

north-east has the cast iron mill wheel in situ.’ 
Further investigation required Check whether 

this site has been recorded. 
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SITE NAME: Bulbeck Mill, Barrington  

  

  

2003 © Images of England 

c.1910 © Cambridgeshire Collection 

DESIGNATIONS: Grade II 

ADDRESS: 14 Mill Lane, Barrington, Cambridgeshire CB22 

7QY Map 29 F7 

OWNERSHIP: Private  

CONDITION: Good externally 

COMMENT: Much altered since its milling days, no 

machinery or working parts remain. Listing 
states: ‘c. 1810 and 1863 Now a factory.’ 

Significance is in its group value with the Mill 
House (listed separately) C17. 
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SITE NAME: Mill, Bassingbourn cum Kneesworth 

  

 

2001 © Images of England 

1985 © R. Stevens from Cambridgeshire Windmills and Watermills  

DESIGNATIONS: Grade II 

ADDRESS: 33 Mill Lane, Bassingbourn, Cambridgeshire SG8 
5PP Map 12 D5 

OWNERSHIP: Private  

CONDITION: Not known 

COMMENT: further investigation needed list description 

states: ‘overshot wheel driving two mill stones.’ 
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SITE NAME: Duxford Mill, Duxford  

 

 

2004 © M. Carriage 

1985 © R. Stevens from Cambridgeshire Windmills and Watermills  

 

DESIGNATIONS: Grade II 

ADDRESS: Mill Lane, Duxford, Cambridgeshire CB2 4PT 
Map 32 E1 

OWNERSHIP: Private  

CONDITION: Not known 

COMMENT: Now house converted. Cultural significance 
relates to it being previously home to Charles 
Kingsley author of The Water Babies and H.C. 

Hughes of the Cambridge Antiquarian Society 
who pioneered photography of many of the 

county’s mills in the 1930’s. 
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SITE NAME: Kings Mill, Great Shelford 

 

 

2013 Simon Hudson   

C.1910 Frances Richardson 

DESIGNATIONS: Grade II 

ADDRESS: 4 Kings Mill Lane, Great Shelford, 

Cambridgeshire CB2 5EN 

OWNERSHIP: Private  

CONDITION: Not known 

COMMENT: Further investigation required now house 

converted list description states: late C19 but 

incorporating part of earlier mill of C17-C18 to 

the North. 

 The Mill, Mill House and Garden are the setting 

for and the inspiration for the children’s novel: 

Tom’s Midnight Garden6 written in 1958 by 

Philippa Pearce whose father had been the miller 

and corn merchant. 

                                                           
6
 New edition published by Oxford Children's Modern Classics 1995 
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SITE NAME: Hooks Mill and Engine House, Guilden Morden 

  

 

2006 © Simon Hudson 

1936 © Mills Archive Trust  

DESIGNATIONS: Grade II 

ADDRESS: Guilden Morden, Cambridgeshire SG8 0LE Map 

10 E7 

OWNERSHIP: Private  

CONDITION: Fair 

COMMENT: Further investigation required. It is believed to 
be largely complete as the list description says:’ 

iron wheel, wallower and pit-wheel, upright-
shaft and iron great spur wheel with wooden 

teeth, four pairs of under driven stones; floor 
dressers, weighing machines, sack hoist and 
grain hoppers. Small office at first floor with 

ledger desk,’  In addition to being to being 
an interesting mill in its own right there is the 

significance of the surviving windmill tower 
known as Tower Mill Guilden Morden (now being 
house converted) see below, on the same site.  

The two mill buildings represent early milling 
technologies in all their forms i.e. Wind, Water 

and Steam power. 

 Consider review of designation due to 

mechanical completeness, Selected for a 
detailed survey as part of this report see page 

203 
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SITE NAME: Hauxton Watermill, Hauxton 

  

1975 ©Images of England  

 

1924 © Cambridgeshire Collection  

DESIGNATIONS: Grade II 

ADDRESS: Mill Lane, Hauxton, Cambridgeshire CB22 
5HT Map 48 A6. 

OWNERSHIP: Private  

CONDITION: Fair 

COMMENT: Further investigation required. It is believed 

to be largely complete as the list description 

says: ‘much of the original machinery is intact, 
including the wooden waterwheel, underdriven 

grinding stones and the great spur wheel, 
wallower and upright shaft.’ 

 The Mill House and Bridge are listed separately 
(both Grade II) and, with the mill are an 

important group. 

 Consider review of designation due to 
mechanical completeness. 
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SITE NAME: Hildersham Mill, Millers House and Attached 

Outbuildings, Hildersham 

  

 

2003 ©Images of England 

1910 © Mills Archive Trust 

DESIGNATIONS: Grade II 

ADDRESS: Hildersham, Cambridgeshire CB21 6DE Map 34 

F5 

OWNERSHIP: Private  

CONDITION: Not known 

COMMENT: Further investigation required. It is believed to 
be largely complete as the list description says: 

Mill machinery is complete with the exception of 
the grinding stones, iron undershot scoop wheel. 

This appears to be an important group of 
buildings each related to the other 

 Consider review of designation due to 
mechanical completeness. 
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SITE NAME: Hinxton Watermill and Millers' Cottage, Hinxton 

  

 

2012 ©Cambridgeshire Past Present and Future    

1960 © Frith Collection (Bryan)  

DESIGNATIONS: Grade II 

ADDRESS: Mill Lane, Hinxton, Cambridgeshire CB10 1RD 
Map 18 A7 

OWNERSHIP: Cambridge Past Present and Future  

CONDITION: Restored to workable order 

COMMENT: Consider review of designation due to 

mechanical completeness. 

 Selected for a detailed survey as part of this 

report due to uncertainty over future strategy of 
Cambridgeshire Past Present and Future see 

page 166. 
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SITE NAME: Linton Mill, Linton 

  

  

2005 © Images of England 

Before 1908 rebuilding ©Cambridgeshire Collection 

DESIGNATIONS: Grade II 

ADDRESS: Mill Lane, Linton, Cambridgeshire CB1 6JY Map 

35 C2 

OWNERSHIP: Not known 

CONDITION: Not known 

COMMENT: Further investigation required, it is not known 
whether any of the machinery or working parts 

survive.  The list description states: ‘the mill is a 
prominent feature in the Granta Valley and has 
landscape value.’ 
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SITE NAME: Hawk Mill, Little Wilbraham 

 

 

1985 © R. Stevens from Cambridgeshire Windmills and Watermills  

1934 © Images of England  

DESIGNATIONS: It is not known whether this mill still exists 

Access to the site has not been possible within 
the time constraints of the project. 

ADDRESS: Hawk Mill Farm Little Wilbraham Map 86 C1 

OWNERSHIP: Not known 

CONDITION: Not known 

COMMENT: It is believed that the waterwheel from this mill 

was at the Cambridge Museum of Technology, 
Cheddars Lane, Cambridge. Further 
investigation required. 
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SITE NAME: Sheene Mill, Melbourn 

   

 

2002 © Images of England  

1930 © Meldreth History 

DESIGNATIONS: Grade II 

ADDRESS: 39 Station Road, Melbourn, Cambridgeshire SG8 
6DX Map 14 B6 

OWNERSHIP: Private 

CONDITION: Not known 

COMMENT: Now used as a restaurant. Further investigation 

required, it is not known whether any of the 
machinery or working parts survive.   
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SITE NAME: Topcliffe Mill at Number 36 Mill House, Meldreth 

  

 

2003 © Images of England  

c.1910-1920 © CCAN 

DESIGNATIONS: Grade II 

ADDRESS: North End, Meldreth, Cambridgeshire SG8 6NR 
Map 29 B2 

OWNERSHIP: Private 

CONDITION: Not known 

COMMENT: Further investigation required the list description 

states: ‘Apart from the drive wheel the 
machinery is intact, including three grinding 
stones. ‘ 

 Consider review of designation due to 

mechanical completeness. 

 NB The mill house originally adjoined the mill on 

the west side. It was demolished mid 
C20.Highlight this as an example of the need to 
conserve more than just mill buildings. 

  



65 
 

SITE NAME: The Mill, Shepreth 

   

 

2003 © Images of England  

Undated post card probably early C20  

DESIGNATIONS: Grade II 

ADDRESS: Fowlmere Road, Shepreth, Cambridgeshire SG8 

6QQ Map 29 F3. 

OWNERSHIP: Private. 

CONDITION: Good externally now house converted. 

COMMENT: Further investigation to see if any machinery or 
working parts survive.  The list description 

states: The site may be associated with the 
village brewery and beer shop which stood next 

to the mill in 1840. 
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SITE NAME: Quy Water Mill, Stow cum Quy 

  

2001 © Images of England 

Archive image not found  

DESIGNATIONS: Grade II 

ADDRESS: Church Road, Stow cum Quy, Cambridge CB25 
9AF  

Map 85 F4 

OWNERSHIP: Best Western GB 

CONDITION: Good externally 

COMMENT: No machinery or working parts survive. 

Removed to prevent listing! 
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SITE NAME: Mill House (Hamilton Kerr Institute) and Mill, 

Whittlesford 

  

 

2005 © Images of England 

1959 © NMR 

DESIGNATIONS:  Grade II  

ADDRESS:  Mill Lane, Whittlesford, Cambridgeshire CB2 4NE 

Map 32 D5 

OWNERSHIP:  University of Cambridge Fitzwilliam Museum 

CONDITION:                            Fabric good, very little machinery or working 

parts survive. Listing mentions: ‘some corn bins 
in situ in the attic floor and pulley wheel, other 
machinery removed’.  
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SITE NAME:    Bourn Mill, Bourn 

  

 

2009 © George Stebbing-Allen  

1932 © Mills Archive Trust 

DESIGNATIONS: Grade I Scheduled Monument 

ADDRESS: Caxton Road, Bourn, Cambridgeshire CB3 7ST 
Map 79 A1 

OWNERSHIP: Cambridge Past Present and Future 

CONDITION: Good but not in full working order 

COMMENT: Often stated to be the oldest windmill in the UK 
largely because a deed relates to a mill on this 
site in 1636. The present mill is now thought to 

date from the 18th Century.  

 Selected for a detailed survey as part of this 
report due to uncertainty over future strategy of 
Cambridgeshire Past Present and Future see 

page 234 
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SITE NAME: The Old Mill, Elsworth also known as Papworth’s 
Mill 

  

 

2005 © Images of England 

1906 © Mills Archive Trust 

DESIGNATIONS: Grade II 

ADDRESS: 61 Boxworth Road, Elsworth, Cambridgeshire 
CB23 8LJ Map 100 D5 

OWNERSHIP: Private 

CONDITION: Not known 

COMMENT: Now converted into a house 
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SITE NAME: Windmill, Fulbourn 

  

 

2013 © Simon Hudson 

1920 © Mills Archive Trust 

DESIGNATIONS: Grade II 

ADDRESS: Cambridge Road, Fulbourn, Cambridgeshire CB1 
5EG Map 66 A5 

OWNERSHIP: Private  

CONDITION: under restoration by the Fulbourn Windmill 
Society 

COMMENT: Consider review of designation due to 
mechanical completeness. 
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SITE NAME: Tower Mill, Guilden Morden 

  

 

2012© Simon Hudson 

 1935 © Mills Archive Trust 

DESIGNATIONS: Grade II 

ADDRESS: Guilden Morden, Cambridgeshire SG8 0LE 

OWNERSHIP: Private  

CONDITION: under conversion to a house. 

COMMENT: The listing states: ‘interior machinery removed 
recently’ thought to be to Norwell 

(Nottinghamshire) check whether this has been 
recorded. 
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SITE NAME: Four Winds Oakley Soils Limited, Hildersham 

known as Hildersham Tower Mill 

   

 

2005 © Images of England  

© Mills Archive Trust 

DESIGNATIONS: Grade II 

ADDRESS: A1307, Hildersham, Cambridgeshire CB21 6BS 
Map 34 F4 

OWNERSHIP: Private  

CONDITION: Now used for office accommodation 

COMMENT: The list description states: ‘1863 dated in 

Roman numerals above entrance’, check to see 
whether this still exists. 
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SITE NAME: Mill, Ickleton 

   

 

 2005 © Images of England  

c. 1930 © Mills Archive Trust 

DESIGNATIONS: Grade II 

ADDRESS: Mill, Duxford Road (West Side) Ickleton, 
Cambridgeshire Map 17 F5 

OWNERSHIP: Private  

CONDITION: House converted 

COMMENT: None 
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SITE NAME: Impington Mill, Impington 

   

 

2010 © Steve Temple  

1929 © Mills Archive Trust 

DESIGNATIONS: Grade II* 

ADDRESS: Cambridge Road, Impington, Cambridgeshire 
CB4 9NU Map 104 C1 

OWNERSHIP: Private  

CONDITION: Under repair to full working order 

COMMENT: As a windmill under repair to full working order 

it is imperative that the wind flow to the mill is 
not disturbed by any future development in the 
vicinity of the mill. 
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SITE NAME: Mill, Linton 

   

  

2010 © Images of England    

1926 ‘Hadstock Mill’ from Farries Essex* Windmills and Millwrights  

DESIGNATIONS: Grade II 

ADDRESS: Long Lane, Linton, Cambridgeshire CB1 6NS 

Map 35 D1 

OWNERSHIP: Private  

CONDITION: Not known 

COMMENT: List description states: ‘Dated 1836 on 
limestone plaque above entrance ’check whether 

still visible. During its working life this mill was 
in the County of Essex, hence * 
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SITE NAME: Little Chishill Mill, Great and Little Chishill known 
as Great Chishill Windmill 

  

 

 2012 © Simon Hudson               

1950 © Martin Bodman 

DESIGNATIONS: Grade II* 

ADDRESS: Barley Road, Great and Little Chishill, SG8 8SB 
Map 7 C2 

OWNERSHIP: Cambridgeshire County Council (declared 

surplus to requirements 2010) Negotiations 
taking place re. transfer to a building 
preservation trust. 

CONDITION: Poor, on the Heritage at Risk Register since 
2010 

COMMENT: The last working Postmill in Cambridgeshire 

(1951) A repair and maintenance proposal has 
been produced by Bonwick and Pearce in 2010. 

 Selected for a detailed survey as part of this 
report see page 190  
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SITE NAME: The Windmill, Little Wilbraham 

  

 

 2003 © Images of England  

1935 © Mills Archive Trust  

DESIGNATIONS: Grade II 

ADDRESS: Mill Road, Little Wilbraham, Cambridgeshire 
CB21 5LF Map 67 F7 

OWNERSHIP: Private. 

CONDITION: Externally fine 

COMMENT: House converted in the 1960’s. The list 

description sates that: ‘but the machinery in the 
cap is still intact, check whether this has been 

recorded. 
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SITE NAME: Madingley Mill, at Mill Farm, Madingley Hill, 

Madingley 

   

 

 2013 © Simon Hudson 

1935 as standing on is original site at Ellington © Mills Archive Trust  

DESIGNATIONS: Grade II* 

ADDRESS: A1303, Madingley, Cambridgeshire CB23 7PQ 
Map 82 B4 

OWNERSHIP: Private. 

CONDITION: Good although not in working order 

COMMENT: A notice inside the mill tells its history: ‘Walter 

Ambrose Harding of Madingley Hall caused this 
Windmill 
to be brought from Ellington in Huntingdonshire 

and to be rebuilt here on the site of the old mill 
which fell down in July 1909. Mr C J Ison, 

builder of Histon finished it the 1st June 1936’. 

 A dendrochronological survey was carried out in 

1996 send details to CHER. 
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SITE NAME: Over Mill, Over 

   

 

2011© Simon Hudson 

1929 Mills Archive Trust  

DESIGNATIONS: Grade II Scheduled Monument 

ADDRESS: Longstanton Road, Over, Cambridgeshire CB4 
5PP Map 123 C6 

OWNERSHIP: Private. 

CONDITION: Good, in full working order 

COMMENT: As a windmill in working order it is imperative 

that the wind flow to the mill is not disturbed by 
any future development in the vicinity of the 

mill.  

 Consider review of designation due to 

mechanical completeness. 
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SITE NAME: Smock Mill circa 10 Metres North of Mill House 

Number 20, Steeple Morden 

 

 

 

2005 © Images of England  

1990 © Crown Copyright. NMR 

DESIGNATIONS: Grade II 

ADDRESS: 12 Ashwell Road, Steeple Morden, 
Cambridgeshire SG8 0NH Map 11 A1 

OWNERSHIP: Private. 

CONDITION: Good  

COMMENT: Not much is known about this site, further 
investigation is required to establish whether 
there is any machinery inside the mill.  
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SITE NAME: Hale Windmill, Swavesey 

 

  

2010 © flicky@flickr 1903 © Mills Archive Trust 

DESIGNATIONS: Grade II 

ADDRESS: Mill Way, Swavesey, Cambridgeshire CB24 4QP 

Map 122 C6 

OWNERSHIP: Private. 

CONDITION: Not known 

COMMENT: House converted. List description states: ‘. 
Redford AD 1866 on plaque’, probably refers to 

the date and builder of the mill, check to see 
whether this is still visible. 
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SITE NAME: Mill, at Mill House, West Wickham 

  

 

2005 © Images of England  

1935 © Mills Archive Trust 

DESIGNATIONS: Grade II 

ADDRESS: Webb's Road, West Wickham, Cambridgeshire 

CB1 6RP  

Map 37 A5 

OWNERSHIP: Private. 

CONDITION: Not known 
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SITE NAME: Windmill at Mill Cottage, West Wratting 

  

 

2005 © Images of England   

1935 © Mills Archive Trust 

DESIGNATIONS: Grade II* 

ADDRESS: Mill Road West Wratting CB1 5LT Map 53 F2 

OWNERSHIP: Private. 

CONDITION: Not known 

COMMENT: As the list description states: ‘, New sails and 

tail pole made in 1979.’ not sure of these 
authenticity as well as type of weatherboarding 

etc. One of the last surviving smock mills to be 
tailpole winded. 

 Thought to be one of the oldest dated smock 
mills (1726) a mill therefore of national 
significance, its machinery and method of 

construction has not been the subject of detailed 
study in the past and the mill is therefore an 

excellent candidate for a programme of full 
archaeological recording. 
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SITE NAME: Cattell's Mill, Willingham 

  

 

2001 © Images of England  

1935 © Mills Archive Trust 

DESIGNATIONS: Grade II* 

ADDRESS: Mill Road, Willingham, Cambridgeshire CB4 5UU  

Map 124 A8 

OWNERSHIP: Private. 

CONDITION: Fair 

COMMENT: Although this mill has been under repair to 
working order by the current and previous 

owners, there are known to be serious problems 
with certain aspects of the mill’s working parts 

which make it susceptible to being tail-winded 
(some of the most serious damage possible on a 
windmill), It is because of this that it should be 

considered to be at risk. 

 Selected for a detailed survey as part of this 
report see page 252. 
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4. Surveys of individual mills 

 
 Bottisham Water Mill at Bottisham Park, Bottisham. 

 Six Mile Bottom Windmill, Burrough Green. 

 Stevens Windmill Burwell. 

 Great Mill Haddenham. 

 Downfield Windmill Soham. 

 Northfield or Shade Windmill Soham. 

 The Mill Elton 

 Post Mill, Great Gransden. 

 Sacrewell Mill and Mill House and Stables, Wansford.  

 Barnack Windmill. 

 Hooks Mill and Engine House Guilden Morden. 

 Hinxton Watermill and Millers' Cottage, Hinxton. 

 Bourn Windmill. 

 Little Chishill Mill, Great and Little Chishill. 

 Cattell’s Windmill Willingham. 

Each mill site in this section has been graded as follows 

* Site of Local Significance and low priority 

** Site of National/Regional Significance 

*** Site of National Significance 

**** Site of Major National and International Significance 

NGR National Grid Reference 

CHER Cambridge Historic Environment Record 

EHUID English Heritage, Unique Identification Number 

EHHAR English Heritage, Heritage at Risk Register 

NB These surveys are in two parts an initial desk based assessment and full 

report including a site visit. 
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Initial Assessment 

Bottisham Water Mill at Bottisham Park 

 

© Images of England 

Parish Bottisham 
District East Cambridgeshire District Council 

Location, Address, Post Code NGR Tunbridge Lane, Swaffham Bulbeck, 
Cambridgeshire CB5 9ED 

EHUID 49297 

CHER 06469 
Designation (Listing/Ancient 

Monument, Conservation Area) 

Grade II 

Heritage At Risk Register year(s) No 
Statutory list description TL 56 SE BOTTISHAM TUNBRIDGE 

LANE (North Side) 4/25 Bottisham 
Water Mill at Bottisham Park 

 
II 
 

Water mill, late C18. Narrow grey brick 
with a mansard roof originally pantiled 

but now of corrugated iron. End stack 
to left hand gable end. Three storeys 
and attic. The lucam at second storey 

has been removed. Four windows and 
a hoist opening at first floor, and three 

at ground floor. Two doorways. Inside, 
much of the original mill machinery 

remains intact including two undershot 
water wheels, the spur wheel and main 
shaft and gears to drive the three mill 

stones. 
 

R.C.H.M. (North East Cambs.), p11, 
mon (29) 
 

Listing NGR: TL552756158  
 

Condition 
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1. extensive significant problems  
2. generally unsatisfactory with 

major localised problems  
3. generally satisfactory but with 

significant localised problems  
4. generally satisfactory but with 

minor localised problems  

5. optimal  
6. unknown  

 

 
2. generally unsatisfactory with major 

localised problems 

Occupancy 
 

 
• vacant  

• part occupied  
• occupied  
• unknown  

• not applicable  
 

N/A 

Vulnerability  
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Ownership 
 

PRIORITY 
 

A. Immediate risk of further rapid 
deterioration or loss of fabric; no 
solution agreed.  

 
B. Immediate risk of further rapid 

deterioration or loss of fabric; solution 
agreed but not yet implemented. 
  

C Slow decay; no solution agreed.  
 

D Slow decay; solution agreed but not 
yet implemented.  
 

E Under repair or in fair to good repair, 
but no user identified; or under threat 

of vacancy with no obvious new user 
(applicable only to buildings capable of 

beneficial use). 
 
F Repair scheme in progress and 

(where applicable) end use or user 
functionally redundant buildings with 

new use agreed but not yet 
implemented. 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Private: 
 

 
 

A. Immediate risk of further rapid 
deterioration or loss of fabric; no 
solution agreed 

Contact details Owner: Mr Jenyns  
Bottisham Hall Bottisham Park 

Tunbridge Lane Bottisham, Cambs 
CB25 9ED 
 

Conservation Officer: Lorraine King 
East Cambridgeshire District Council 

Nutholt Lane  Ely, Cambridgeshire CB7 
4EE 
01480 388388 

lorraine.king@eastcambs.gov.uk 
 

English Heritage contacts: John Ette 
24 Brooklands Avenue  Cambridge CB2 
8BU 

01223 583724 
john.ette@english-heritage.gov.uk 
 

mailto:lorraine.king@eastcambs.gov.uk
mailto:ian.harper@english-heritage.gov.uk
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others: 

Quinton Carroll 
Head of Cambridgeshire Historical 

Environment Record and County 
Archaeologist 
Box CC 1008 Castle Court Shire Hall 

Cambridge CB3 0AP 
01223 728564 

quinton.carroll@cambridgshire.gov.uk 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:quinton.carroll@cambridgshire.gov.uk
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EAST CAMBRIDGESHIRE 

SITE NAME Bottisham Water Mill at Bottisham Park 

PARISH: Bottisham      

NGR TL5527561586   CHER 06469  EHUID 49297 

 
CURRENT STATUS Con. Area No  Listed Grade II  EHHAR No 

STATUTORY LIST DESCRIPTION FROM THE NATIONAL HERITAGE LIST 
FOR ENGLAND (NHLE) Date first listed: 15-Jun-1984 
 

Water mill, late C18. Narrow grey brick with a mansard roof originally pantiled 
but now of corrugated iron. End stack to left hand gable end. Three storeys and 

attic. The lucam at second storey has been removed. Four windows and a hoist 
opening at first floor, and three at ground floor. Two doorways. Inside, much of 
the original mill machinery remains intact including two undershot water wheels, 

the spur wheel and main shaft and gears to drive the three mill stones. 
 

PREVIOUS REPORTS 

THE BATSFORD GUIDE TO INDUSTRIAL ARCHAEOLOGY OF EAST ANGLIA 

DAVID ALDERTON AND JOHN BOOKER 1980 

Early 19th C brick mill, 3 storeys, in good order. Breast-wheel of iron, c. 15ft 

(4'6m) diameter, 7ft (2'lm) breadth. Gearing largely of timber and of excellent 

quality, 3 pairs stones, with wooden winch drums for raising the runner stones. 

2 dressers. 

CAMBRIDGESHIRE WINDMILLS AND WATERMILLS R.D. STEVENS 1985 

Located on a tributary of Swaffham Bulbeck Lode and River Cam. Park Mill.  

Two mills are situated on the stream running from Whitehead springs into 

Swaffham Bulbeck Lode. The higher mill at Bottisham is on the edge of the 

grounds of Bottisham hall. Four mills are mentioned in the Domesday book as 

Bodichessha but little is known than that in 1883 it was run by Lewis Tottman 

and in 1892 it was run by Thomas foster who had owned Swaffham Prior mill in 

1883.  

Today the mill-pond is overgrown and dry. The building with adjoining cottage is 

early 19th-century, has three storeys and is built of white brick with a once tiled 

mansard roof. it is about 50ft. by 15ft. with a single-storey store at the opposite 

end to the cottage. A lucam once jutted from the middle of the northern side but 

two loading doors are still in situ beneath it and also an auxiliary drive wheel still 

survives. The roof is now clad in corrugated iron.  

Although the waterwheel inlet is mostly bricked-up, an iron wheel survives about 

12ft. in diameter and 6ft. wide. The sluice is of iron and wood and is operated by 
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two racks and pinions via a rod and handle which is inside the cog-pit. The 11ft. 

iron pit-wheel has iron teeth, attached in sections to a wooden ring around the 

wheel. The upright-shaft is supported by a bridge structure above the 

waterwheel shaft bearing. The wallower is of iron with wooden teeth and "the 

great spur wheel is of wood with wooden teeth. There are three sets of under-

driven millstones, one of which has a governor which is unusual for a watermill. 

the upright-shaft is a prominent feature on the stone floor and has a crown-

wheel at its top. Three shafts are driven from this wheel all of which may be 

taken out of gear by levers. all the millstones are of French burr and have 

circular tuns but their furniture is missing. One set of peak stones stands against 

the wall. Above each set of stones is a bollard so that they can be lifted for 

replacement or dressing.  

There is a fine collection of auxiliary machinery in this mill: an oat crusher, a 

bolter, which is fitted on top of a silver creek centrifugal reel.  Also a cabinet 

which appears to be an early purifier and a Eureka smutter with a cup elevator. 

Upstairs, on the bin floor are storage spaces and three hoppers. Despite the mill 

being so remarkable, it is derelict and deteriorating.  

EAST CAMBRIDGESHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL LOCAL LIST 1986 

Bottisham Water Mill Bottisham Park Tunbridge Lane Bottisham, Cambs CB25 

9ED 

Parish ID:  2 Grade:  II 

Watermill, late C18. 

Narrow grey brick with a mansard roof originally pantiled but now of corrugated 

iron. End stack to left hand gable end. Three storeys and attic. The lucam at 

second storey has been removed. Four windows and a hoist opening at first 

floor, and three at ground floor. Two doorways. 

Inside, much of the original mill machinery remains intact including two 

undershot water wheels, the spur wheel and main shaft and gears to drive the 

three mill stones. 

Keys:  Water mill Period: L 18 List Date: 15/06/84 Date: NONE List Num: 49297 

Dist Num: 5138 Side:  

North Wall material: Grey brick Roof material: Corrugated iron 

Refs:  

Bottisham Water Mill at Bottisham Park, Tunbridge Lane, Bottisham, East 

Cambridgeshire TL 56 SE BOTTISHAM TUNBRIDGE LANE (North Side) 4/25 

Bottisham Water Mill at Bottisham Park II Water mill, late C18. Narrow grey 

brick with a mansard roof originally pantiled but now of corrugated iron. End 

stack to left hand gable end. Three storeys and attic. The lucam at second storey 
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has been removed. Four windows and a hoist opening at first floor, and three at 

ground floor. Two doorways. Inside, much of the original mill machinery remains 

intact including two undershot water wheels, the spur wheel and main shaft and 

gears to drive the three mill stones. S Status: NONE 

Other information: Formerly listed Grade III as Bottisham Park Mill, list No 

21/8A. Upgraded at 15/06/84. Mill Cottage listed under Swaffham Bulbeck. 

Entry Rec:  28/02/86 Grid Ref: TL 55216158 Easting: 5552100 

Northing: 2615800 Latitude: 52.230113640098 Longitude:  0.27290840321971 

VICTORIA COUNTY HISTORY PUBLICATION: A HISTORY OF THE COUNTY 

OF CAMBRIDGE AND THE ISLE OF ELY: VOLUME 10: CHEVELEY, 

FLENDISH, STAINE AND STAPLOE HUNDREDS (NORTH-EASTERN 

CAMBRIDGESHIRE) AUTHORS: A F WAREHAM, A P M WRIGHT  YEAR 

PUBLISHED 2002 

Of the two water mills surviving in the 20th century, the Bridge mill, apparently 

used for fulling c. 1430, was probably that owned by 1394 by William Wolf, 

which passed with his lands to the Alingtons.  Attached to their Bottisham Hall 

estate into the 18th century and straddling the Swaffham border south-east of 

the Hall, it later belonged to the Jenynses. About 1800 the Barkers, corn 

merchants at Newnham in Swaffham Bulbeck, sought to preserve their lease of 

it under the Bottisham enclosure Act. Later called Park mill, it was rebuilt in grey 

brick along with the adjoining miller's house in the early 19th century.  It 

continued to be worked by lessees under the Jenynses into the mid-1940s. The 

two-storeyed buildings still stood, containing the old wooden machinery, in 

1991. 

PRESENT USE  

Redundant 

CONDITION  

Poor, generally unsatisfactory with major localised problems 

SITE BACKGROUND 

This site represents one of the last complete and unrestored examples of a 

Cambridgeshire Watermills. It is largely complete and apart from the loss of its 

water supply is very much as the last miller left it when it finished work 

approximately 50 years ago. The completeness of both the principal drive 

machinery and auxiliary equipment in situ represents a rare survival and 

warrants significant protection. Very few of the other surviving watermills in the 

county demonstrate this in the same way with the possible of Hooks Mill Guilden 

Morden. 

 



93 
 

FIELD SURVEY 2013  AWAITING SITE VISIT 

PRIORITY Immediate risk of further rapid deterioration or loss of fabric; no 

solution agreed. 

SITE COMPONENTS 

Term Period Material Importance 
(H/M/L) 

Watermill 
(including 
machinery) 

C.19 poss. 
C.18 

Brick/timber/cast and 
corrugated iron 

High 

Mill House 
(listed 

separately) 
NB in 

Swaffham 
Bulbeck Parish 

C19 Clunch rubble with 
gault brick rustication 

to quoins, doors and 
windows. Plain tiled 

roof. 

Medium 

 

ARCHEOLOGICAL POTENTIAL 

Very little is known of the history of this site which it is assumed has been 

occupied by a mill for centuries.  An archaeological survey of both the existing 

buildings and the remains of the watercourses here, could have value in gaining 

a greater understanding both of this site and other water mill sites in the county. 

It is a strong candidate for a LIDAR survey. 

SITE SIGNIGIFICANCE 

This one of the few remaining complete watermills within the county albeit 

without a live water supply. Despite some remedial work having been carried out 

recently (? when) There is still an immediate risk of further rapid deterioration or 

loss of fabric; no solution agreed. 

RECOMMENDENDED ACTION 

Due to its mechanical completeness this mill is recommended for upgrading of 

its listing to II*.  A meeting with the conservation officer (East Cambridgeshire 

DC) is and the owner is planned to discuss matters further. There is a possibility 

of a small grant being made available from the SPAB Mill Repair Fund towards 

further holding repairs. It is strongly recommended for inclusion on the 2013 

Heritage at Risk Register. 

MANAGEMENT 

The mill is currently owned by Mr Jenyns who has carried out some repairs over 

the last few years but there are a number of areas of concern if the mill is not to 

fall into greater disrepair.  
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GRADING  

*** Site of National Significance 

 

MAP 

 

 

2011 O.S. Map 1:2500 
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2003 Upstream side © Anthony Bryant 

2003 Downstream side © Anthony Bryant 

SOURCES OF INFORMATION 

Published works 

David Alderton and John Booker The Batsford Guide To Industrial Archaeology Of 

East Anglia 1980 

R.D. Stevens Cambridgeshire Windmills and Watermills Cambridge CWWS 1998 

A F Wareham and A P M Wright Victoria County History Publication A History of 

the County of Cambridge and the Isle of Ely: Volume 10: Cheveley, Flendish, 

Staine and Staploe Hundreds (north-eastern Cambridgeshire) 2002 

Archives 

The Cambridgeshire Collection, Cambridgeshire Archives, and the Mills Archive. 
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Initial Assessment 

Six Mile Bottom Windmill, Burrough Green 

 

© Images of England 

Parish Burrough Green 

District East Cambridgeshire 
Location, Address, Post Code NGR A1304, Burrough Green, 

Cambridgeshire CB8 0TU 
EHUID 49109 
CHER 06307 

Designation (Listing/Ancient 
Monument, Conservation Area) 

Listed Grade II* 
 

Heritage At Risk Register year(s) No 
Statutory list description TL 55 NE BURROUGH GREEN 

BUNGALOW HILL 

 
5/17 Six Mile 20.2.80 Bottom 

Windmill (formerly listed as Six Mile 
Bottom Post Mill) From GV II* 
 

Post mill constructed without side 
girts (H Wozniak) suggesting a date 

before 1600, rebuilt c.1846 with 
earliest carved date RB 1764. 
Weather boarded, without sails. 

Round tower of local red brick with 
two opposing boarded doors. Interior 

originally plastered has two grind 
stones in situ, cast iron sail shaft, 
1874, and fittings. C19 wooden hoist 

and bins. (Under restoration 1983). 
VCH, Vol, VI, p.145. H Wozniak, Six 

Mile Bottom Windmill, Cambs, 1980, 
CC. Palmer, History of Burrough 
Green, 1939. 

 
Listing NGR: TL5882258183  

 

Condition 
 

1. extensive significant problems  

2. generally unsatisfactory with 

 
 
2.A description of the condition of the 

mill and some of its recent 
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major localised problems  
3. generally satisfactory but with 

significant localised problems  
4. generally satisfactory but with 

minor localised problems  
5. optimal  
6. unknown  

 

millwrighting history are included in 
SIX MILE BOTTOM WINDMILL, 

BUNGALOW HILL,  
BURROUGH GREEN, EAST 

CAMBRIDGESHIRE 
NGR TL 588 582 LBS No. 1126339 
 

Design Statement  
 

Luke Bonwick, BMHC, January 2012 
 

Occupancy 

 
 

• vacant  
• part occupied  
• occupied  

• unknown  
• not applicable  

 

N/A 

Vulnerability See report referred to above 
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Ownership 
 

PRIORITY 
 

A. Immediate risk of further rapid 
deterioration or loss of fabric; no 
solution agreed.  

 
B. Immediate risk of further rapid 

deterioration or loss of fabric; solution 
agreed but not yet implemented. 
  

C Slow decay; no solution agreed.  
 

D Slow decay; solution agreed but not 
yet implemented.  
 

E Under repair or in fair to good repair, 
but no user identified; or under threat 

of vacancy with no obvious new user 
(applicable only to buildings capable of 

beneficial use). 
 
F Repair scheme in progress and 

(where applicable) end use or user 
functionally redundant buildings with 

new use agreed but not yet 
implemented. 

Private 
 

A meeting with the Owners and the 
Conservation Officer to discuss future 

conservation strategies and to assess 
the priorities following the works 
carried out on the sails in 2012 is to be 

arranged shortly. 

Contact details Owner: 
Mr Jamie Stevens 

The Folly Bungalow Hill  
Six Mile Bottom Newmarket  

Suffolk  
CB8 0TT 

 
Conservation Officer: Lorraine King 
East Cambridgeshire District Council 

The Grange, Nutholt Lane 
Ely, CB7 4EE 

 
01353 665555 
lorraine.king@eastcambs.gov.uk 

 
English Heritage contacts: John Ette 

01223 583724 
john.ette@english-heritage.gov.uk 

mailto:lorraine.king@eastcambs.gov.uk
mailto:ian.harper@english-heritage.gov.uk
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others 
Quinton Carroll 

Head of Cambridgeshire Historical 
Environment Record and County 

Archaeologist 
Box CC 1008 
Castle Court 

Shire Hall 
Cambridge 

CB3 0AP 
01223 728564 
quinton.carroll@cambridgshire.gov.uk 

 
Luke Bonwick 

Bonwick Milling Heritage Consultancy 
7 Hatchgate Court, Lines Road, Hurst, 
Reading, Berkshire RG10 0SP 

Tel: 07733 108409 
luke@bonwick.co.uk 

 
Peter Goulding 21 Fir Close, Mundford, 

Thetford, Norfolk IP26 5EE 
Tel. 01842 878 378 
mobile 07917 747682 

pgmillwright@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:quinton.carroll@cambridgshire.gov.uk
mailto:luke@bonwick.co.uk
mailto:pgmillwright@gmail.com
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EAST CAMBRIDGESHIRE 

SITE NAME Six Mile Bottom Windmill, Burrough Green 

PARISH: Burrough Green      

NGR TL5882258183    CHER 06307  EHUID 49109 

 
CURRENT STATUS Con. Area N/k  Listed Grade II* EHHAR No 

STATUTORY LIST DESCRIPTION FROM THE NATIONAL HERITAGE LIST 
FOR ENGLAND (NHLE) Date first listed: 20-Feb-1980 
Date of most recent amendment: 25-Apr-1984 

 
Post mill constructed without side girts (H Wozniak) suggesting a date before 

1600, rebuilt c.1846 with earliest carved date RB 1764. Weather boarded, 
without sails. Round tower of local red brick with two opposing boarded doors. 
Interior originally plastered has two grind stones in situ, cast iron sail shaft, 

1874, and fittings. C19 wooden hoist and bins. (Under restoration 1983). VCH, 
Vol, VI, p.145. H Wozniak, Six Mile Bottom Windmill, Cambs, 1980,  

 
PREVIOUS REPORTS 

WINDMILLS IN CAMBRIDGESHIRE AND THE ISLE OF ELY H.C. HUGHES  

PROCEEDINGS CAMBRIDGE ANTIQUARIAN SOCIETY XXXI 1931 

SIX MILE BOTTOM  1926 Two shuttered sails; tail pole 

1929 Cared for; is in parish of Borough (sic) Green. Was 
once in Westley parish but removed when the railway was 

made. 
 
THE WINDMILLS OF CAMBRIDGESHIRE REX WAILES  

EXCERPT TRANSACTIONS FROM THE NEWCOMEN SOCIETY Vol. XXVII, 

1949-50 and 1950-51   

      1925   1950 

Six Mile Bottom Moved 1846  Derelict  Derelict 
 

This report contains some interesting and useful information about this mill. This 

includes the fact that it had window s, the buck or body and roundhouse is 

plastered internally and had unusual framing in that there are no normal side 

girts resting horizontally across the ends of the crowntree. See diagram below 

Instead there are twin uprights on each side of the crowntree 

and at each end of it extending from bottom to top of the 

framing with a saddle piece bearing on the crowntree in 

between each pair. The quarter bars are measured as 11 in x 9 

in deep. The sails are described as being two common and two 
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double shuttered patent sails. The tail wheel is described as being clasp arm. 

The stone nuts are of an iron mortise wheel design. Only one bell alarm was 

found which was for the breast pair of stones.  The bolter is described as being 

along the right hand side of the first floor, It was driven by a spur pinion from 

the inside of the brake wheel cogs, back to the tail of the mill by a wooden shaft 

in the roof, down by belt to the left hand corner of the tail and across the lower 

floor by a belt which fouled the entrance doorway to the right hand corner. The 

oldest date is recorded as 1766 on a quarter bar. 

WINDMILLS OF CAMBRIDGESHIRE A CONTEMPORARY SURVEY 

ARTHUR C SMITH STEVENAGE MUSEUM 1977  

3 Sep 1969 

6 May 
1972 

SIX MILE 

BOTTOM 
(Bungalow 

Hill) 
 
TL588582 

Post Derelict and 

very poor 
condition. 

Black body 
with 
fragments 

of one 
patent sail 

and 3 
stocks, 
ladder and 

tailpole, red 
brick 

roundhouse. 

Up long 

gravel 
track from 

main road 
on gentle 
hill in 

farmland, 
with barns. 

Private 

1764 (on 

quarterbar). 
Moved in 

1846 last 
worked 
1923. 

 

THE BATSFORD GUIDE TO INDUSTRIAL ARCHAEOLOGY OF EAST ANGLIA 

DAVID ALDERTON AND JOHN BOOKER 1980 

Tarred Postmill with roundhouse. Usual curved roof, tailpole and with relics of 

stocks. Decrepit but still holds machinery. 

CAMBRIDGESHIRE WINDMILLS AND WATERMILLS R.D. STEVENS 1985 

This mill stands on Bungalow Hill in the hamlet of Six Mile Bottom in the parish 

of Burrough Green. Its history has been extensively investigated by Henry 
Vozniak he believes it has been moved twice. The earliest date in the mill is 
1764 but it may well be older because it is built, as Bourn Mill (and Drinkstone 

Mill in Suffolk), without side girts – the horizontal beams which rest at each end 
of the crowntree along the sides of the buck. Such a principle is believed to have 

been only used in mills before 1700.  

The mill was most probably built on Mill Moor in Burrough Green and was moved 

to Westley Bottom in Westley Waterless sometime between 1796 and 1810. No 
records can be found for a mill on Mill Moor after then, the mill at Westley 

cannot be traced before then) and the Benstead family remained as millers after 
the mill's probable removal. Other dates found in the mill are RB 774, on the 
forward brayer, J+A 1845 on the tail wheel, and C 1829 on a quarter bar ,when 
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the Great Chesterford to Newmarket railway was built, the mill was moved to its 
present posit1ion in 1846 because it stood in the path of the railway. The Noble 

family ran the mill soon after and in 1879 the mill was damaged by lightning. 
George Noble replaced one of the common sails on the mill with a pair of patent 

shuttered sails taken from a mill in Soham. It ceased to work in the, until 
recently steadily deteriorated. 

It is a Listed Building and restoration work commenced in 1983 by Millwrights 
International of Mapledurham, Reading after the Delamere Estate received a 

DOE grant. New clockwise sails have been fitted, the buck re-clad, and the 
round-house roof repaired.  

The sails drove two pairs of fore-and-aft mounted stones which still remain. The 
windshaft is of iron but was probably wooden before the pair of patent sails was 

fitted which needed a shaft with a striking-rod. This protrudes from the rear of 
the buck, ending in a rack which is engaged by a pinion connected to a chain-
wheel. Both sets of stones were governed and the remains of the bolter and the 

governors are still in situ. The bolter was driven from the brakewheel teeth and 
a pulley in front of the brakewheel drove the sack hoist, which survive in the 

apex of the roof. The addition of auxiliary machinery in post mills was usually 
difficult. The drive to the bolter ran along the roof apex, through the stone floor 
and across the back entrance using a belt. 

PRESENT USE N/A 

CONDITION * 

It is known that restoration to a static condition was undertaken by Millwrights 
International Ltd, millwrights of Reading in the 1980’s. Due to its poor structural 

state, the mill was clad in plywood before being re-boarded. In the process, 
much of the original internal finish of lath and plaster was preserved. The 

distorted, curved profile of the principal timbers led to the installation of cranked 
steel girders over the sheers on the lower floor of the mill body, as well as 
several metal straps and sag irons. The mill retains its original tail ladder, which 

bears evidence of multiple phases of repair. 

A dummy set of sails were fitted to the mill to complete its appearance. These 
were originally intended for Great Gransden Mill in the west of the county. The 
dummy sails did not follow the pattern of the originals, and survived – latterly in 

a very rotten state – until they were removed in September 2011. 

An update (March 2013) as to the condition of this mill has been provided by 
Peter Goulding Millwright as follows: 

In 2011, I was contacted by Jamie Stevens, owner of Six Mile Bottom Post Mill 
and contracted to undertake a program of work there, following a meeting with 
Lorraine King, East Cambs. Conservation Officer. 

The sails were badly rotten and becoming extremely unsafe, the tail ladder was 

unsafe to go up and also badly deteriorated and areas of the roundhouse 
brickwork were badly spalled.  Listed building consent was duly granted, and 
special conditions quickly discharged. 
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I cut down the badly rotted whips and removed the existing stocks.  The sail 
frames were of a clearly inappropriate design to the mill, apparently being a 

second hand set from Great Gransden.  One set of stocks was in good condition, 
and will be replaced once stripped and painted, the other was in sufficiently 

useful condition that I could cut a pair of clamps out of them. 

I commissioned a historical report and design for replacement sails from Luke 

Bonwick based on photographs held by the Mills Archive of the last set it had 
had in its working life. This design is similar to the set at Upminster, and is 

notably oversize for this post mill.  As a precaution I therefore have been 
working to minimise the weight and wind resistance of the sails e.g. not 
including shutters or wind boards. 

I set to work building them in home-grown larch, completing the stocks and sail 

frames by October 2012.  The design was complex and difficult to assemble, 
having the bay bars driven through mortises in the hemlaths and uplongs.  I 
have left them under cover for the winter, to lose water content and therefore 

weight 

I also replaced and strengthened part of the internal structural support, with the 

help and guidance of Vincent Pargeter.  Replacing the wire ropes, dating from 
repairs in the ‘80s, with blacksmith made components has added strength to the 

potentially vulnerable wooden structure of the mill, and also looks better. 

In spring ’13 I will add a strengthening fish plate to the right hand side lower 

side rail, then winch on one of the remaining stocks.  Giving time to let the 
structure settle, I aim to winch on the new stock towards the end of the 

summer/autumn ’13, then the sail frames in spring ’14.  Scheduling it in this 
way, maximises moisture content loss (and therefore weight) from the new 
components.   It will avoid a sudden load being put onto the ancient timbers of 

the mill.  By closely monitoring the mill’s reaction to the additional weight, the 
need for additional strengthening will become apparent before it could cause 

structural damage. 

At present the mill is heavily tail sick, and I suspect replacing the sails will help 

rebalance it.  Replacing the tail ladder will also provide effective support to the 
buck. 
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SITE BACKGROUND* 

This mill has been moved twice, the first time between 1796 and 1810, and the 

second time circa 1846, to its present well-winded site. 

FIELD SURVEY 2012 AWAITING SITE VISIT 

PRIORITY 

This will be able to be determined more accurately after the site visit.  

SITE COMPONENTS 

Term Period Material Importance 
(H/M/L) 

Windmill 
(including 

machinery) 

C.18 Brick/timber/cast iron High 

 

ARCHEOLOGICAL POTENTIAL* 

The windmill is an extremely important and significant example of a post mill, 

deserving of its Grade II* listed status. Its machinery and method of 

construction has not been the subject of detailed study in the past, and the mill 

is an excellent candidate for a programme of archaeological recording.  

SITE SIGNIGIFICANCE* 

This mill is unusual, in that it has two parallel posts in each side frame, rather 

than one. The paired posts, 165mm square in section, are connected together by 

a short, substantial collar, 255mm deep, which is tenoned and wedged through 

the vertical posts and rests on the end of the crown tree. This arrangement of 

framing is unique in the UK, and although the body has distorted as a result of 

neglect, it has survived intact without major structural failure. Empty mortices, 

visible on the undersides of each upper side rail (wall plate), offer the possibility 

that the mill was originally framed like the others in the table below, with a 

single vertical post engaging each crown tree end. See diagram below 
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© Luke Bonwick 

A drawing showing the paired vertical posts in place of horizontal side girts. Note the variance in the diagonal 

bracing between these three arrangements. 

RECOMMENDENDED ACTION* 

See ARCHEOLOGICAL POTENTIAL 

MANAGEMENT 

The mill is currently owned by Mr and Mrs Stevens. A meeting with the owners, 

he conservation officer for East Cambridgeshire DC is to be arranged to discuss 

future conservation issues. 

GRADING  

*** Site of National Significance 
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MAP 

 

 

2011 O.S. Map 1:2500 
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c. 1920 © Mills Archive Trust 

2011 © Peter Goulding 
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SOURCES OF INFORMATION 

Those parts of this report marked * are from the Design and Access Statement 

prepared by Luke Bonwick for East Cambridgeshire DC in January 2012. 

This document should be read in conjunction with this statement   

Published works 

H.C. Hughes Windmills in Cambridgeshire and the Isle of Ely Cambridge: PCAS 

1928 revised 1931.  

Rex Wailes The Windmills of Cambridgeshire Including those of the Isle of Ely, 

the Soke of Peterborough  and Huntingdonshire London Excerpt Transactions of 

The Newcomen Society, 1949-50 And 1950-51.  

Arthur Smith Windmills of Cambridgeshire a contemporary survey Stevenage 

Museum 1977  

H Wozniak, Six Mile Bottom Windmill, Cambs, 1980 

David Alderton and John Booker The Batsford Guide To Industrial Archaeology Of 

East Anglia 1980 

R.D. Stevens Cambridgeshire Windmills and Watermills Cambridge CWWS 1998 

Archives 

The Cambridgeshire Collection, Cambridgeshire Archives, and the Mills Archive 
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Initial Assessment 

Steven’s Mill Burwell  

 

© Ian Harper EH 

Parish Burwell 
District East Cambridgeshire 

Location, Address, Post Code NGR 32 Mill Close, Burwell, Cambridgeshire 
CB25 0HD TL5902466413 

EHUID 48963 
CHER 06393 
Designation (Listing/Ancient 

Monument, Conservation Area) 

Listed Grade II*  

 
Heritage At Risk Register year(s) Yes (2011 to date) 

Windmill dating from early C19, clunch 
freestone construction, rendered and 
coal-tar painted. Single pair sails, 

modern aluminium weathering to cap. 
Windmill restored in 1970s. Machinery 

complete but not used to grind flour. 
Defective cap structure, not turning to 
wind, a risk of storm damage, rain 

water penetration and potential 
damage throughout. Repair grants 

application under discussion. 
Statutory list description TL 5866 TL 5966 BURWELL MILL 

LANE (East Side) 

 
15/36 16/36 Steven's Mill 1.12.51 

(formerly listed as Windmill  
 
II* 

 
Tower mill, early C19. Clunch, 

plastered and tarred. Domed cap 
with finial. One sailstock of original 
four, and shafts for fantail and 

gearing. Under restoration. Four 
storeys. Contemporary wooden and 

iron machinery. Three pairs of stones 
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on first floor, second floor contains 
bins. Two entrances with boarded 

doors at ground floor, replacement 
casement windows at each floor 

level. 
 
RCHM, North-East Cambs, p.40, 

mon. 103 Vince J. Discovering 
Windmills, p.52, 1977 Brook C. 

Measured Drawings. Burwell Windmill 
Trust, 1977 Pevsner. Buildings of 
England, p.313 Alderton and Booker. 

Batsford Guide to Ind. Arch. of E. 
Anglia, 1980 

 
Listing NGR: TL5902466413 
Selected Sources 

1. Book  Reference - Title: An 
Inventory of the Historical 

Monuments in Cambridgeshire 
North East - Date: 1972 - Page 

References: 40 
2. Book  Reference - Author: D 

Alderton and J Booker -

 Title: The Batsford Guide to 
the Industrial Archaeology of 

East Anglia - Date: 1980 
3. Book  Reference - Author: J 

Vince - Title: Discovering 

Windmills - Date: 1977 - Page 
References: 52 

4. Article  Reference -
 Author: Nikolaus Pevsner -
 Title: Cambridgeshire -

 Date: 1970 - Journal 
Title: The Buildings of England 

- Page References:313 
 
 

National Grid Reference: TL 59024 
66413 

 
 

Condition 
 

1. extensive significant problems  
2. generally unsatisfactory with 

major localised problems  
3. generally satisfactory but with 

significant localised problems  

4. generally satisfactory but with 
minor localised problems  

5. optimal  

 
2. generally unsatisfactory with 

major localised problems 
 

 
. 
 



111 
 

6. unknown  
 

Occupancy 
 

 
• vacant  
• part occupied  

• occupied  
• unknown  

• not applicable  
 

N/A 

Vulnerability  

Ownership 
 

PRIORITY 
 
A. Immediate risk of further rapid 

deterioration or loss of fabric; no 
solution agreed.  

 
B. Immediate risk of further rapid 

deterioration or loss of fabric; solution 
agreed but not yet implemented. 
  

C Slow decay; no solution agreed.  
 

D Slow decay; solution agreed but not 
yet implemented.  
 

E Under repair or in fair to good repair, 
but no user identified; or under threat 

of vacancy with no obvious new user 
(applicable only to buildings capable of 
beneficial use). 

 
F Repair scheme in progress and 

(where applicable) end use or user 
functionally redundant buildings with 
new use agreed but not yet 

implemented. 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Burwell Museum Trust 
Paul Hawes, Museum Trust Chairman. 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

B. Immediate risk of further rapid 
deterioration or loss of fabric; solution 
agreed but not yet implemented. 

Contact details Owner:  Burwell Museum Trust 
Paul Hawes, Museum Trust Chairman, 
Burwell Museum, Mill Close,  

Burwell, Cambridge CB25 0HL  
 

01638 605544 
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museum@burwellmuseum.org.uk 
 

Jane Phillimore 
Project Manager 

 
07980 120333 
jane@burwellmuseum.org.uk 

 
Conservation Officer: Lorraine King 

East Cambridgeshire District Council 
The Grange, Nutholt Lane 
Ely, CB7 4EE 

 
01353 665555 

lorraine.king@eastcambs.gov.uk 
 
English Heritage contacts: John Ette 

01223 583724 
john.ette@english-heritage.gov.uk 

 
others 

Quinton Carroll 
Head of Cambridgeshire Historical 
Environment Record and County 

Archaeologist 
Box CC 1008 

Castle Court 
Shire Hall 
Cambridge 

CB3 0AP 
01223 728564 

quinton.carroll@cambridgshire.gov.uk 
 
Luke Bonwick 

Bonwick Milling Heritage Consultancy 
7 Hatchgate Court, Lines Road, Hurst, 

Reading, Berkshire RG10 0SP 
07733 108409 
luke@bonwick.co.uk 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:museum@burwellmuseum.org.uk
mailto:jane@burwellmuseum.org.uk
mailto:lorraine.king@eastcambs.gov.uk
mailto:ian.harper@english-heritage.gov.uk
mailto:quinton.carroll@cambridgshire.gov.uk
mailto:luke@bonwick.co.uk
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EAST CAMBRIDGESHIRE 

SITE NAME: Stevens Mill, Burwell 

PARISH:   Burwell      

NGR TL5902466413  CHER 06393   EHUID 48963 

 
CURRENT STATUS Con. Area No  Listed Grade II* EHHAR Yes 

STATUTORY LIST DESCRIPTION FROM THE NATIONAL HERITAGE LIST 
FOR ENGLAND (NHLE) Date first listed: 01-Dec-1951 
Date of most recent amendment: 31-Jan-1984 

 
Tower mill, early c19. Clunch, plastered and tarred. Domed cap with finial. One 

sail stock of original four, and shafts for fantail and gearing. Under restoration. 
Four storeys. Contemporary wooden and iron machinery. Three pairs of stones 
on first floor, second floor contains bins. Two entrances with boarded doors at 

ground floor, replacement casement windows at each floor level. 
 

 
PREVIOUS REPORTS 

WINDMILLS IN CAMBRIDGESHIRE AND THE ISLE OF ELY H.C. HUGHES  

PROCEEDINGS CAMBRIDGE ANTIQUARIAN SOCIETY XXXI 1931 

BURWELL 1926 Working 

 
THE WINDMILLS OF CAMBRIDGESHIRE REX WAILES  

EXCERPT TRANSACTIONS FROM THE NEWCOMEN SOCIETY Vol. XXVII, 

1949-50 and 1950-51   

       1925   1950 

Burwell Stevens’ Mill    Working  Working 
 

This report contains some interesting and useful information including that it is a 

brick built, plastered over and then tarred. The curb is noted as being set up on 

folding wedges, the neck bearing is reported to have a swing pot neck. The 

brakewheel is notable for the smallest number of cogs recorded (48) and is 

described as being ‘crudely made’. The wallower is consequently also small with 

only 32 cogs.  
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WINDMILLS OF CAMBRIDGESHIRE A CONTEMPORARY SURVEY 

ARTHUR C SMITH STEVENAGE MUSEUM 1977  

15 May 
1971 

19 May 
1973 

BURWELL 
“Steven’s 

Mill” 
TL 591666 

Tower Derelict 
Brick and 

clunch 
tower 

(tarred) 4 
patent 
sails, black 

ogee cap: 
Medium 

size, 4 
storey 

On new 
housing 

estate 
Private 

18 century. 
Last 

worked 
1955. 

Under 
restoration 
1973. 

 

THE BATSFORD GUIDE TO INDUSTRIAL ARCHAEOLOGY OF EAST ANGLIA 

DAVID ALDERTON AND JOHN BOOKER 1980 

High Town or Steven’s Mill, 4-Storey Clunch Built Tower Mill rendered and 

tarred. Had 4 patent sails, 3 pairs stones. In 1978 lacked fantail, had only 2 

stocks, but under restoration.  

CAMBRIDGESHIRE WINDMILLS AND WATERMILLS R.D. STEVENS 1985 

Stevens' Mill was built around 1820 and its name distinguished it from other 

mills - Big Mill, the base of which still stands just to the north-east, and Busy 

Bee Mill, a smock mill which stood at the northern end of the village. The 

Stevens family ran it for several years and Warren Stevens was its last miller 

when it ceased work in 1955. Since 1971, the Burwell Windmill Trust have 

carried out extensive repairs involving the rebuilding of the top of the tower, the 

curb, cap, fantail and internal floors. The work is of high quality and it is hoped 

that the mill will be working again soon. The tower is built of clunch, a hard 

chalk quarried nearby in blocks, and plastered and tarred. Patent clockwise sails 

were used and the ogee cap carried a six-bladed fan. The sails were removed for 

the restoration but since they were in poor condition, new ones will be fitted. 

The tower has four storeys and there used to be an engine shed outside – the 

engine driving the mill via the external pulley. The first floor houses three pairs 

of under-driven stones, two of which have octagonal tuns and the other round. 

Also on this floor is a spur wheel, mounted on the upright-shaft, with a lay-shaft 

to drive the sack hoist on the second floor. 

PRESENT USE N/A 

CONDITION  

Machinery complete but not used to grind flour. Defective cap structure, not 

turning to wind, a risk of storm damage, rain water penetration and potential 

damage throughout. 
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SITE BACKGROUND 

This mill was built around 1820. There may have been an older mill on the same 

site previously, but there are no accurate records to confirm this. It now is the 
part of the Burwell Museum: a rural history museum depicting village life 

through the centuries on the edge of the Cambridgeshire fens. 

FIELD SURVEY 2011 

A full description of the mill can be found in the publication:  The Burwell 

Museum & Windmill Project Brochure 

http://issuu.com/burwellmuseum/docs/burwell_windmill_project_brochure?mod

e=embed&layout=http%3A%2F%2Fskin.issuu.com%2Fv%2Flight%2Flayout.xml

&showFlipBtn=true 

PRIORITY 

Immediate risk of further rapid deterioration or loss of fabric; solution agreed 

but not yet implemented. 

SITE COMPONENTS 

Term Period Material Importance 

(H/M/L) 

Windmill 

(including 
machinery) 

C.18/C.19 Brick Timber, Cast 

Iron, Sheet metal 

High 

Various other 
buildings 

reconstructed 
on site 
 

various dates many materials High/Medium 

 

ARCHEOLOGICAL POTENTIAL 

Although there are photographs of the outbuildings that once stood around this 

mill. There is no record of them beyond this. The relationship of this mill and the 

others that once stood in the town could be investigated further. 

RECOMMENDENDED ACTION 

It is recommended that the mill retains its Grade II* listing. It is also 

recommended that a log of the proposed works is recorded and published in an 

appropriate journal.  

Update April 2013 During the repair works the foundations of an earlier smock 

mill were discovered in the bottom of the windmill tower as well as two small 

French burr stones presumably from this earlier mill - Further investigations on 

this are required. 

http://issuu.com/burwellmuseum/docs/burwell_windmill_project_brochure?mode=embed&layout=http%3A%2F%2Fskin.issuu.com%2Fv%2Flight%2Flayout.xml&showFlipBtn=true
http://issuu.com/burwellmuseum/docs/burwell_windmill_project_brochure?mode=embed&layout=http%3A%2F%2Fskin.issuu.com%2Fv%2Flight%2Flayout.xml&showFlipBtn=true
http://issuu.com/burwellmuseum/docs/burwell_windmill_project_brochure?mode=embed&layout=http%3A%2F%2Fskin.issuu.com%2Fv%2Flight%2Flayout.xml&showFlipBtn=true
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MANAGEMENT 

The mill is in owned by the Burwell Museum Trust and have employed Luke 

Bonwick as their consultant millwright whose skills are recognised by his 

inclusion on the SPAB Mills Section’s Millwrights Directory. 

GRADING  

*** Site of National Significance 

MAP 

 

2011 OS Map 1: 2500 
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1954 © Mills Archive Trust 

2009 © Luke Bonwick 
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SOURCES OF INFORMATION 

Published works 

H.C. Hughes Windmills in Cambridgeshire and the Isle of Ely Cambridge: PCAS 

1928 revised 1931.  

Rex Wailes The Windmills of Cambridgeshire Including those of the Isle of Ely, 

the Soke of Peterborough  and Huntingdonshire London Excerpt Transactions of 

The Newcomen Society, 1949-50 And 1950-51.  

Arthur Smith Windmills of Cambridgeshire a contemporary survey Stevenage 

Museum 1977 

David Alderton and John Booker The Batsford Guide To Industrial Archaeology Of 

East Anglia 1980 

R.D. Stevens Cambridgeshire Windmills and Watermills Cambridge CWWS 1985 

Luke Bonwick The Burwell Museum & Windmill Project Brochure 2012 

 

Archives 

The Cambridgeshire Collection, Cambridgeshire Archives, and the Mills Archive 
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Initial Assessment 

Mill, Haddenham  

 

© Nick Baker-Malone 

 

Parish Haddenham 
District East Cambridgeshire 

Location, Address, Post Code NGR Aldreth Road, Haddenham, 
Cambridgeshire CB6 3UB 

TL4573674507 
EHUID 49537 
CHER 05594 

Designation (Listing/Ancient 
Monument, Conservation Area) 

Listed Grade II (application submitted 
for upgrading due to mechanical 

completeness) 
 

Heritage At Risk Register year(s) No 
 

Statutory list description TL 47 SE  HADDENHAM ALDRETH 

ROAD (South east side) 
 

11/9 Mill (formerly listed 
as Great Windmill) 5.2.52 GV II 
 

Tower windmill. 1803 (dated stone). 
Gault and red brick. Four storeys 

with casements to each storey. 
Capping and sails removed but 
machinery, including three 

underdriven stones, complete.  
 

R Stevens: Cambs Windmills and 
Watermills. 
 

Listing NGR: TL4573674507 
 

 

Condition 
 

1. extensive significant 

problems  

 
 
 

2.generally unsatisfactory with major 
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2. generally unsatisfactory with 
major localised problems  

3. generally satisfactory but 
with significant localised 

problems  
4. generally satisfactory but 

with minor localised problems  

5. optimal  
6. unknown  

 

localised problems  
 

 
. 

 

Occupancy 
 

 
• vacant  

• part occupied  
• occupied  
• unknown  

• not applicable  
 

N/A 

Vulnerability The T The vulnerability of this mill relates its 
inability to self-steer into the wind fue 

to failure of the cap and fantail 
mechanism 
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Ownership 
 

 
PRIORITY 

 
A. Immediate risk of further rapid 
deterioration or loss of fabric; no 

solution agreed.  
 

B. Immediate risk of further rapid 
deterioration or loss of fabric; solution 
agreed but not yet implemented. 

  
C Slow decay; no solution agreed.  

 
D Slow decay; solution agreed but not 
yet implemented.  

 
E Under repair or in fair to good repair, 

but no user identified; or under threat 
of vacancy with no obvious new user 

(applicable only to buildings capable of 
beneficial use). 
 

F Repair scheme in progress and 
(where applicable) end use or user 

functionally redundant buildings with 
new use agreed but not yet 
implemented. 

 
 

 
 

Private 
 

 
 

 
B. Immediate risk of further rapid 
deterioration or loss of fabric; solution 

agreed but not yet implemented. 
Defective cap structure, not turning to 

wind, a risk of storm damage. 

Contact details Owners:   Mr and Mrs Baker-Malone 
The mill House 

Aldreth Road 
Haddenham 

 
01353 749667   

nick@baker-malone.co.uk 
 
Conservation Officer: Lorraine King 

East Cambridgeshire District Council 
The Grange, Nutholt Lane 

Ely, CB7 4EE 
 
01353 665555 

lorraine.king@eastcambs.gov.uk 
 

English Heritage contacts: John Ette 
01223 583724 

mailto:nick@baker-malone.co.uk
mailto:lorraine.king@eastcambs.gov.uk
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john.ette@english-heritage.gov.uk 
 

others 
Quinton Carroll 

Head of Cambridgeshire Historical 
Environment Record and County 
Archaeologist 

Box CC 1008 
Castle Court 

Shire Hall 
Cambridge 
CB3 0AP 

01223 728564 
quinton.carroll@cambridgshire.gov.uk 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:ian.harper@english-heritage.gov.uk
mailto:quinton.carroll@cambridgshire.gov.uk
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EAST CAMBRIDGESHIRE 

SITE    Mill, Haddenham also known as Great Mill Haddenham 

PARISH:   Haddenham      

NGR TL4573674507 CHER 05594  EHUID 48963 

 
CURRENT STATUS Con. Area N/k Listed Grade II EHHAR No 

STATUTORY LIST DESCRIPTION FROM THE NATIONAL HERITAGE LIST 
FOR ENGLAND (NHLE) Date first listed: 05-Feb-1952 
Date of most recent amendment: 18-Aug-1988 

 
Tower windmill. 1803 (dated stone). Gault and red brick. Four storeys with 

casements to each storey. Capping and sails removed but machinery, including 
three underdriven stones, complete.  
 

PREVIOUS REPORTS 

WINDMILLS IN CAMBRIDGESHIRE AND THE ISLE OF ELY H.C. HUGHES  

PROCEEDINGS CAMBRIDGE ANTIQUARIAN SOCIETY XXXI 1931 

HADDENHAM  1926 Working.  Built 1803. Mr Lawrence 

 
THE WINDMILLS OF CAMBRIDGESHIRE REX WAILES  

EXCERPT TRANSACTIONS FROM THE NEWCOMEN SOCIETY Vol. XXVII, 

1949-50 and 1950-51   

       1925   1950 
Haddenham  1803    Working  Derelict 

 

This report contains a few interesting and useful information including the 

dimensions of the tower and 21ft at the base tapering to 16ft at the curb with a 

slight ‘batter’. This mill has largest cap in the county and is described as ‘dome 

shaped’ the dimensions are given as 19ft.diameter by 9ft 9in high. The great 

spur wheel was described was being clasp arm in construction and had double 

arms which were measured as 13 in deep. The unusual method of lifting the 

stone nuts out of gear by means of rack and pinion is noted here 

Note: the vertical smutter installed on the ground floor of the mill with its 

unorthodox drive mechanism is not mentioned.  
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WINDMILLS OF CAMBRIDGESHIRE A CONTEMPORARY SURVEY 

ARTHUR C SMITH STEVENAGE MUSEUM 1977  

3 Sept 
1969 

23 Sept 
1972 

HADDENHAM 
TL458745 

Tower Derelict in 
poor 

condition. 
Grey brick 

tower 
cemented 
at top, 

ogee cap, 
fan cradle 

structure, 
windshaft 

and other 
gear but no 
sails: 

medium 
size, 4 

storeys. 

Up hill at 
SW end of 

town  
behind 

house by 
road. 
Private 

1803  
(on mill) 

 

THE BATSFORD GUIDE TO INDUSTRIAL ARCHAEOLOGY OF EAST ANGLIA 

DAVID ALDERTON AND JOHN BOOKER 1980 

Large brick tower mill with date stone ‘1803’, unusually wide base. Sails 

removed, cap derelict, but complete internally with pairs of stones. Cast iron 

windshaft, otherwise wooden gearing 

CAMBRIDGESHIRE WINDMILLS AND WATERMILLS R.D. STEVENS 1985 

Great mill was built in 1803, as the stone over the door records, and its name 

distinguished it from another mill on the other side of the road which leads to 
Aldreth. It was run by the Aldred family, ceasing work around 1945 and since 
then has been derelict. The sails were removed in 1970 because they were 

unsafe and the cap was removed in 1981 in order to prevent further interior 
decay and as a prelude to an attempt at the mill's restoration.  

It has the broadest cap of all the mills in the county. It used to be clad in metal 
and had a low domed shape and a pointed finial. Large anticlockwise patent sails 

were fitted and the six-bladed fan was fixed to a fan-frame pointing well 
backwards unlike other mills. The tower is of yellow-orange Brick - the top ten 

feet or so cement-rendered - and encloses four storeys. The cap's storm hatch 
used to be triangular. The mill appears to have originally had a gallery. 

The interior machinery is complete but in a dilapidated state and includes three 
pairs of under-driven stones, an auxiliary drive from an oil engine outside in a 

shed, a bolter, smutter and a sack hoist, driven from the underside of the 
wallower. The brakewheel was removed with the cap and is all-wooden but very 
decayed. At the moment the mill is temporarily flat roofed, but the new owners 
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intend to repair the floors and machinery and open the mill for public viewing. 
They also hope to restore the cap and sails and return it to working order. 

PRESENT USE N/A 

CONDITION  

Although a programme of work to restore this mill back to working order was 

completed in 1994 because of a lack of proper specification and sub-standard 

materials being used the mill is now once again in need of a significant repair 

programme to correct these faults. At present it is susceptible to storm damage 

as it is unable to automatically turn to face the wind due to problems with the 

curb etc.  

SITE BACKGROUND 

Known as Great Mill, this was built in 1803 for Daniel Cockle and was worked 
with a second tower mill, almost opposite (which was burnt out early in the 20th 
century).  It originally had a reefing stage at first floor level and was hand 

winded. The mill remained in the Cockle family for nearly 100 years until it was 
sold to Robert and Emma Peters, who ran the village store, in 1901. Their 

ownership lasted until 1906 when Joseph Lawrence purchased mill and house for 
£300.  John Lawrence, nephew of Joseph Lawrence, ran the mill from 1922 until 
1945/46, after which it stood disused, losing its sails in 1969.  The cap collapsed 

after this and was removed in 1981, an inadequate temporary roof being fitted 
in its place.   

Following its purchase by Mr and Mrs Law, restoration of the mill commenced in 
May 1992. In March 1994 the tower was fully scaffolded, allowing the upper 

brickwork and the curb to be repaired. Thompsons, millwrights of Alford, 
Lincolnshire, were employed to reconstruct the cap and fantail which were lifted 

into place on 14th December 1994. At this time, only a skeleton fantail was 
fitted, and new stocks and sail frames were installed on 9th March 1995 to 
complete the restoration to a static condition. 

Funds were subsequently raised to complete the restoration of the mill to 
working order. A half-set of shutters and striking gear for the sails were 

provided, and a new fantail was installed.  The existing brake wheel and 
wallower, of wooden clasp-arm design, were unfit for re-use in a working mill as 

a result of their exposure to the weather for several years.  Replicas of both 
wheels were duly manufactured and fitted.  By Easter 1998 the restoration had 

been completed. 

FIELD SURVEY 2011 

The cement-rendered brick tower of the mill is 42ft high, with five floors above 
the ground.  

The mill has an unusually large domed cap, approximately 19ft in diameter, with 
a tall rear dormer and a fantail slung from inclined fly posts.   

The sails are double shuttered patent sails running anti-clockwise, and have 
recently been removed for replacement.   
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As is usual in this area of Cambridgeshire, the wallower is large in comparison 
with the brake wheel, with a gear ratio of approximately 1:2.  The sack hoist 

was driven from below the wallower by friction.  There is a floor between the 
dust floor and bin floor and this contains many interesting bits and pieces, and 

seems to have been a workshop.  The upright shaft is of wood and on the stone 
floor has been covered with posters and bits of newspapers, something seen on 
post mill posts sometimes, but rather difficult to read when put on an upright 

shaft!  The mill has a full complement of original machinery including three pairs 
of underdriven stones, a complete bolter, and a vertical smutter by William Dell, 

all on the first floor. The smutter was driven in a crazy manner by an extended 
damsel on one of the pairs of millstones terminating in a large pulley at ceiling 
level; in other words to drive the smutter one must drive the stones. 

PRIORITY 

Immediate risk of further rapid deterioration or loss of fabric; solution agreed 

but not yet implemented. See under Condition in this report. The present owners 

(who have carried out a number of repairs to the mill since buying it in 2009) 

are hoping to re-restore those parts of the mill which are causing so much 

trouble at present e.g. the curb. 

SITE COMPONENTS 

Term Period Material Importance 

(H/M/L) 

Windmill 

(including 
machinery) 

C.19 Gault brick timber, cast 

iron,  

High 

Mill House 
(listed 
separately) 

 

C.19 Gault brick and slate  Medium 

 

ARCHEOLOGICAL POTENTIAL 

Haddenham for many years was the centre of gault brick making in the area of 

the fens around Ely, at one time supporting three brickworks. Archaeological 

research into this feature of this mill and its contemporary mill house could 

provide further information already known about this site 

RECOMMENDENDED ACTION 

An application for upgrading the listing of this mill to II* has been submitted due 

to its mechanical completeness. It is also recommended that a log of the 

proposed works is recorded and published in an appropriate journal. 
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MANAGEMENT 

The mill is in private ownership and the owners are in regular contact with other 

local mill owners and experts who have been assisting them with the works they 

have carried out. 

GRADING  

*** Site of National Significance 

 

MAP 

 

2011 OS Map 1: 2500 
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1934 © Mills Archive Trust 

2009 © Nick Baker-Malone 
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SOURCES OF INFORMATION 

Published works 

H.C. Hughes Windmills in Cambridgeshire and the Isle of Ely Cambridge: PCAS 

1928 revised 1931.  

Rex Wailes The Windmills of Cambridgeshire Including those of the Isle of Ely, 

the Soke of Peterborough  and Huntingdonshire London Excerpt Transactions of 

The Newcomen Society, 1949-50 And 1950-51.  

Arthur Smith Windmills of Cambridgeshire a contemporary survey Stevenage 

Museum 1977  

David Alderton and John Booker The Batsford Guide To Industrial Archaeology Of 

East Anglia 1980 

R.D. Stevens Cambridgeshire Windmills and Watermills Cambridge CWWS 1985 

Archives 

The Cambridgeshire Collection, Cambridgeshire Archives, and the Mills Archive. 
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Initial Assessment 

Downfield Windmill, Soham 

 

© Luke Bonwick 

Parish Soham 

District East Cambridgeshire 
Location, Address, Post Code NGR 8 Windmill Close, Soham, 

Cambridgeshire CB7 5BP 
EHUID 48889 
CHER 07495 

Designation (Listing/Ancient 
Monument, Conservation Area) 

Listed Grade II* 
 

Heritage At Risk Register year(s) Yes (2009 to date) 

Windmill originally built in 1726, raised 

in 1860, much rebuilt following storm 
in 1889. Machinery substantially 
complete, but condition deteriorating. 

In need of general repairs, and 
reinstatement of sails and other 

missing parts of the structure. A 
schedule of works has been prepared 
with English Heritage grant aid. 
  

Statutory list description In the entry for the following: 
 

TL 67 SW SOHAM WINDMILL CLOSE 
(South West Side) 
 

9/46 Downfield Windmill (formerly 
listed as 1.12.51 Old Windmill 

Downfield under Fordham Road)  
 
the grade shall be upgraded to grade 

II* -------------------------------------
---------------- TL 67 SW WINDMILL 

CLOSE (South West Side) 9/46 
Downfield Windmill (formerly listed 

as 1.12.51 Old Windmill Downfield 
under Fordham Road) 
 

II 
 

Tower windmill originally a timber 
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framed smock windmill built 1726 
raised in 1860 and much rebuilt 

following a storm in 1889. Restored 
1975 and now a working mill. Brick, 

tarred. Four storeys with capping 
rebuilt in metal sheeting but in 
original ogee shape. Renewed fantail 

and two sails. Most of the interior is 
of the C19, but there is some timber 

reused from the 1726 mill including 
part of the main shaft. Alderton and 
Booker: Batsford Guide to Industrial 

Archaeology of East Anglia. 
Downfield Windmill, Soham 

(published privately). Pevsner: 
Buildings of England, p.459. 
 

Listing NGR: TL6080771752 
 

Condition 

 
1. extensive significant problems  

2. generally unsatisfactory with 
major localised problems  

3. generally satisfactory but with 

significant localised problems  
4. generally satisfactory but with 

minor localised problems  
5. optimal  
6. unknown  

 

 

2. 
 

Full details of the condition of the Mill 
are included in Specialist reports on 
the working parts of the mill have been 

obtained from Luke Bonwick BA MIfA, a 
traditional millwrighting consultant 

acknowledged by the Mills Section of 
the Society for the Protection of 
Ancient Buildings 

 
 

Occupancy 
 
 

• vacant  
• part occupied  

• occupied  
• unknown  
• not applicable  

 

N/A 

Vulnerability See reports  referred to above 
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Ownership 
 

PRIORITY 
 

A. Immediate risk of further rapid 
deterioration or loss of fabric; no 
solution agreed.  

 
B. Immediate risk of further rapid 

deterioration or loss of fabric; solution 
agreed but not yet implemented. 
  

C Slow decay; no solution agreed.  
 

D Slow decay; solution agreed but not 
yet implemented.  
 

E Under repair or in fair to good repair, 
but no user identified; or under threat 

of vacancy with no obvious new user 
(applicable only to buildings capable of 

beneficial use). 
 
F Repair scheme in progress and 

(where applicable) end use or user 
functionally redundant buildings with 

new use agreed but not yet 
implemented. 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Private 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
B. Immediate risk of further rapid 

deterioration or loss of fabric; solution 
agreed but not yet implemented. 
 

 

Contact details Owner:  Mr Andrew and Mrs Ina Kite 
Downfield Windmill Close 

Soham 
Cambridgeshire 
CB7 5BG 

 
Conservation Officer: Lorraine King 

East Cambridgeshire District Council 
The Grange, Nutholt Lane 
Ely, CB7 4EE 

 
01353 665555 

lorraine.king@eastcambs.gov.uk 
 
English Heritage contacts: John Ette 

01223 583724 
john.ette@english-heritage.gov.uk 

 

mailto:lorraine.king@eastcambs.gov.uk
mailto:ian.harper@english-heritage.gov.uk
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others 
Quinton Carroll 

Head of Cambridgeshire Historical 
Environment Record and County 

Archaeologist 
Box CC 1008 Castle Court 
Shire Hall 

Cambridge 
CB3 0AP 

01223 728564 
quinton.carroll@cambridgshire.gov.uk 
 

Philip Orchard 
The Whitworth Co-partnership 

18 Hatter Street, 
Bury St Edmunds, 
Suffolk, 

IP33 1NE 
 

01284 760421 
info@whitcp.co.uk 

 
Luke Bonwick 
Bonwick Milling Heritage Consultancy 

7 Hatchgate Court, Lines Road, Hurst, 
Reading, Berkshire RG10 0SP 

07733 108409 
luke@bonwick.co.uk 
 

Robert Bramley 
10 The Green, Haddenham, Ely, CB6 

3TA 
01353 740999 
robert.bramley@googlemail.com 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:quinton.carroll@cambridgshire.gov.uk
mailto:info@whitcp.co.uk
mailto:luke@bonwick.co.uk
mailto:robert.bramley@googlemail.com
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EAST CAMBRIDGESHIRE 

SITE NAME Downfield Windmill, Soham 

PARISH: Soham      

NGR TL5872575101    CHER 07089   EHUID 48900 

 
CURRENT STATUS Con. Area No  Listed Grade II* EHHAR Yes 

STATUTORY LIST DESCRIPTION FROM THE NATIONAL HERITAGE LIST 
FOR ENGLAND (NHLE) 
 

Tower windmill originally a timber framed smock windmill built 1726 raised in 
1860 and much rebuilt following a storm in 1889. Restored 1975 and now a 

working mill. Brick and tarred. Four storeys with capping rebuilt in metal 
sheeting but in original ogee shape. Renewed fantail and two sails. Most of the 
interior is of the C19, but there is some timber reused from the 1726 mill 

including part of the main shaft.  
 

PREVIOUS REPORTS 

WINDMILLS IN CAMBRIDGESHIRE AND THE ISLE OF ELY H.C. HUGHES  

PROCEEDINGS CAMBRIDGE ANTIQUARIAN SOCIETY XXXI 1931 

Soham (Downfield) 
1925 Corner of Wicken Road; built as a smock mill; raised as a tower mill; good 

modern machinery. A fine mill. Mr Pollard, miller. 
 

THE WINDMILLS OF CAMBRIDGESHIRE REX WAILES  

EXCERPT TRANSACTIONS FROM THE NEWCOMEN SOCIETY Vol. XXVII, 

1949-50 and 1950-51   

        1925   1950 
Downfield Mill Soham c.1720 rebuilt 1890 Working  Working. 
 

This report contains some interesting and useful information including that it is a 

smock mill rebuilt in brick in 1890by Hunts of Soham and is octagonal to the 

third floor. The fantail drive is stated as being ’Bevel and Spur.’ The curb is 

described as having skids that run in a channel outside the rack. The brakewheel 

is noted as being mounted on square plates hung on to the round windshaft with 

eight keys on flats chipped on the shaft. Horns on the shaft stop the wood 

packing from slipping. The dimensions of the wooden upright shaft is 10 in sq. 

the stone nuts are lifted off taper horns on a cone keyed on to the stones 

spindle. One pair of stones could be driven by an engine with its own 

independent drive. 
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WINDMILLS OF CAMBRIDGESHIRE A CONTEMPORARY SURVEY 

ARTHUR C SMITH STEVENAGE MUSEUM 1977  

3 
September 

1969 
 

19 May 
1973  

SOHAM 
“Downfield 

Mill” 
 

TL 608717 

Tower Derelict in 
poor 

condition, 
octagonal 

brick tower 
(tarred with 
batter 

starting 
half way 

up, 2 white 
patent 

sails, white 
ogee cap, 
gear inside: 

large 4 or 5 
storey. one 

storey brick 
base 
(tarred), 2 

storey  

At SE end 
of town, in 

partly 
cultivated 

and 
somewhat 
overgrown 

field 
surrounded 

by houses. 
Private 

c.1720 Was 
a smock 

mill: rebuilt 
as a tower 

mill 1890. 
To be 
restored 

1975. 

 

THE BATSFORD GUIDE TO INDUSTRIAL ARCHAEOLOGY OF EAST ANGLIA 

DAVID ALDERTON AND JOHN BOOKER 1980 

Smock mill first bereted 1726 raised on a brick base in 1860, and rebuilt as a 

tower mill after a storm in 1890. The need to re-use machinery and other parts 

may explain the odd profile adopted – an octagonal tower almost vertical for 2 

floors and then tapering more sharply. Windshaft cast iron, other gearing timber, 

but the main shaft has a cast- iron extension. 3 pairs of stones and a dresser, 

Ogee cap metal sheeted. 2 patent sails at present, fantail being reconstructed. 

CAMBRIDGESHIRE WINDMILLS AND WATERMILLS R.D. STEVENS 1985 

There was probably a smock mill on this site as early as 1720. Around 1859 it 
was heightened by extending its brick base - this can be seen in the change of 

brick about seven feet up. The top of the mill was wrecked in a storm in 1887 
and it was rebuilt by Hunts in brick but retaining its octagonal shape. In the 
nineteenth century, the mill passed through the ownerships of the Dobadee, 

Staples and Jugg families. The Sheldrick family ran -the mill from 1896 and 
finally the Pollards from 1931. By the 1930's only animal feed was being milled 

but at the end of the decade the mill was thoroughly overhauled and was later 
painted completely black during the war. One pair of sails was removed in 1946 
and it continued working under wind power until 1958 when the cap jammed 

and the fantail was blown off. It was run thereafter for a few years, powered by 
a tractor. In the mid-1970's the mill was purchased by Nigel Moon and since 

then he has restored it to full working order with the aid of his parents and 
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friend Michael Bent. It runs on most Sundays throughout the year - milling flour 
and using tractor power when the wind fails. 

Downfield Mill is broad and tall, has five floors and currently carries one pair of 

sails. Is ogee cap, covered with aluminium, carries an eight-bladed fantail. On 
the first floor are three pairs of under-driven stones - one pair of which may be 
externally driven. The second and third floors contain bins, and the sack hoist 

drive is taken via a spur wheel, on the upright-shaft on the third floor. The iron 
windshaft carries a brakewheel with 68 teeth and drives the all-wooden 

wallower, which has 52. The upper part of the upright-shaft is wooden and the 
lower of iron, being jointed on the second floor, providing evidence that the mill 
was heightened. Also of note in the mill are a grain cleaner, brought from 

Loddon Watermill in Norfolk and an Armfie1d Centrifugal Reel from Hambleden 
Watermill on the Thames. In the adjoining rebuilt shed is a 1952 Allis Chalmers 

combine engine which drives one pair of stones in the mill in calm spells via a 
belt and external pulley. Originally a steam engine' was used, then a Hornsby Oil 
Engine and finally a tractor engine. Next to the mill stands a brick and tile single 

storey granary. 

PRESENT USE N/A 

CONDITION  

Condition deteriorating.  In need of general repairs, and reinstatement of sails 

and other missing parts of the structure. A schedule of works has been prepared 
and an English Heritage grant application is under consideration for a potential 

phased repair project. 

SITE BACKGROUND 

The first mill on this site was erected about 1726. It was a smock mill, i.e. the 
tower is made of wood instead of brick. The brick base of this smock on which 

the wood tower stood, is the bottom eight feet of the present tower. This smock 
mill was raised in the 1860s by jacking up the wooden tower and raising the 
brick base. Finally in 1887 the mill was wrecked in a gale and the mill was rebuilt 

in its present form by Tom Hunt the local millwright The mill was restored by 
Nigel Moon between 1975 - 80 and started grinding again in April 1980. 

FIELD SURVEY 2011 

Dust floor 

Here the drive from the windshaft which carries the sails is transferred by gears 

to the upright shaft which takes the drive down through the mill.  The domed 
cup can rotate on the greased track which one can see on the top of the brick 
tower. 

Bin Charging Floor 

The sacks would be raised to this floor first This was achieved by the sack hoist, 
which is driven off the upright shaft. The miller would tighten the slack belt 
which one can see against the wall. This would ensure sufficient friction to turn 

the winch on the Dust Floor, which will wind the chain and so pull up the sack of 
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corn. Before the wheat is emptied into the bin it is put through the cleaner to 
remove any impurities in the wheat. 

Bin Floor 

Here are the bins for the storage of grain prior to grinding. The upright shaft can 

be seen to change from wood to iron - the result of when the mill was raised in 

the 1860's. The wooden chute is where the clean wheat from the cleaner is put 

into sacks. The Hopper set in the floor feeds some of the wholemeal flour into 

the dresser. 

Stone Floor 

The mill has three sets of millstones. The grain enters the stone via the large 

hole in the middle. Note the Bell on the stones which rings and tells the miller 

when the grain is running low. The oblong machine is the dresser which removes 

some of the bran from the wholemeal flour to make a Brown Grade: 

Ground Floor 

In the ceiling the drive to the three sets of millstones can be seen, all driven by 

the large spur wheel. The drive to the dresser can be seen in the ceiling. The two 

wooden chutes feed the bran and the brown flour to the sacks. Between them is 

the roller mill used for animal feed. 

Outside 

The eight bladed fantail keeps the sails pointing into the wind. If the wind is 

blowing on the front of the sails the blades do not tum. As the wind veers it 

turns the blades and gears which link the fantail to the track on top of the tower, 

and tum the cap arid sails into the wind. The chain hanging from the fantail 

when pulled opens or closes the shutters. The chain is linked to the lever sticking 

out of the fantail, then by the striking rod inside the windshaft to the shutters 

via the spider coupling. 

PRIORITY 

Immediate risk of further rapid deterioration or loss of fabric; solution agreed 

but not yet implemented. 

SITE COMPONENTS 

Term Period Material Importance 

(H/M/L) 

Windmill 

(including 
machinery) 

C.18/C.19 Brick Timber, Cast 

Iron, Sheet metal 

High 

Granary C.18 (Rebuilt) Brick and Pantiled High/Med 

House C.21 Brick and Tile Low 
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ARCHEOLOGICAL POTENTIAL 

Downfield Windmill is one of two of the surviving Windmills that once stood in 

the parish of Soham. (The other being Northfield or Shade Windmill see report 

on page….) Up to the early 1930’s there were at least six mills (excluding 

drainage pumps) An archaeological survey of all of these sites as well as the site 

of Hunt’s Millwrights workshop would provide useful information on what was the 

hub of wind milling in East Cambridgeshire for many years. 

RECOMMENDENDED ACTION 

It is recommended that the mill retains its Grade II* listing. It is also 

recommended that a log of the proposed works is recorded and published in an 

appropriate journal. 

MANAGEMENT 

The mill is in private ownership and the owners have worked with various mill 

experts locally from the Wicken Windmill Partnership to carry out remedial work 

whilst funding was sought for the major works. These are now going to be 

funded by English Heritage. 

GRADING  

*** Site of National Significance 
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MAP 

 

2011 OS Map 1: 2500 
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1927 Photo by Rex Wailes © Mills Archive Trust 

2009 © Luke Bonwick 

2011 © Robert Bramley 
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An as existing drawing of Downfield Mill, Soham (July 2012) drawn by Luke Bonwick prior as preparation for 

proposed repairs. 
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SOURCES OF INFORMATION 

Published works 

H.C. Hughes Windmills in Cambridgeshire and the Isle of Ely Cambridge: PCAS 

1928 revised 1931.  

Rex Wailes The Windmills of Cambridgeshire Including those of the Isle of Ely, 

the Soke of Peterborough  and Huntingdonshire London Excerpt Transactions of 

The Newcomen Society, 1949-50 And 1950-51.  

Arthur Smith Windmills of Cambridgeshire a contemporary survey Stevenage 

Museum 1977  

David Alderton and John Booker The Batsford Guide To Industrial Archaeology Of 

East Anglia 1980 

R.D. Stevens Cambridgeshire Windmills and Watermills Cambridge CWWS 1985 

Further information is available from the Heritage Statement Prepared by Luke 

Bonwick for the Listed Building Application to East Cambridgeshire DC 

http://anitepa.eastcambs.gov.uk/AnitePublicDocs/00077312.pdf 

Archives 

The Cambridgeshire Collection, Cambridgeshire Archives, and the Mills Archive. 

 

  

http://anitepa.eastcambs.gov.uk/AnitePublicDocs/00077312.pdf
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Initial Assessment 

Northfield Windmill known as Shade Mill Soham 

 

© Simon Hudson 

Parish Soham 
District East Cambridgeshire 

Location, Address, Post Code NGR A142, Soham, Cambridgeshire CB7 5DE 
TL5872575101 

EHUID 48884 

CHER 07089 
Designation (Listing/Ancient 

Monument, Conservation Area) 

Listed Grade II* 

 
Heritage At Risk Register year(s) Yes (2009 to date) 

Originally C18 drainage mill for the 

neighbouring Fen relocated during1830s 
to present position and converted to a 

corn mill. Six-sided timber framed smock 
mill. Has machinery but the cap is 
deformed, leaking badly and will not turn 

to wind. Some temporary repairs 
completed 2009 to attend leaks. 

Statutory list description In the entry for: 
 
TL 57 NE SOHAM THE SHADES 

 
4/77 Northfield Windmill II The address 

shall be amended to read: 
 

THE SHADES 
 
Northfield Windmill 

 
The grade shall be amended to: Grade 

II* (star) 
 
------------------------------------ TL 57 

NE SOHAM THE SHADES 4/77 Northfield 
Windmill 

 
II 
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Originally a smock windmill, early C18, 
used for drainage, moved to its present 

site in C19 and raised on brick plinth. 
Now a three storey cornmill. Timber 

framed with weatherboarding and with 
ogee shaped wood capping with ball 
finial. Original sails and fantail. Inside, 

much of the machinery is intact, 
including the windshaft, wallower and 

main shaft. The great spur wheel on the 
ground floor drives two grinding stones 
on the stone floor. 

 
Listing NGR: TL5872575101 

Selected Sources 
Legacy Record - This information may 
be included in the List Entry Details 

 
National Grid Reference: TL 58725 

75101 
 

 
 

Condition 
 

1. extensive significant problems  
2. generally unsatisfactory with 

major localised problems  
3. generally satisfactory but 

with significant localised 

problems  
4. generally satisfactory but 

with minor localised problems  
5. optimal  
6. unknown  

 

 
2. 

 
Full details of the condition of the Mill are 

included in the reports :  
 
Dave Pearce Soham Northfield Windmill A 

Summary of Its Millwrighting History 
Wicken 2011 

 
Simon Hudson Shade or Northfield 
Windmill Soham A report into the 

historical significance of the 19th century 
Smock Mill for East Cambridgeshire 

District Council St. Albans 2012 
 
 

 
Occupancy 

 
 
• vacant  

• part occupied  
• occupied  

• unknown  
• not applicable  
 

N/A 

Vulnerability See reports  referred to above 
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Ownership 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
PRIORITY 
 

A. Immediate risk of further rapid 
deterioration or loss of fabric; no 

solution agreed.  
 
B. Immediate risk of further rapid 

deterioration or loss of fabric; 
solution agreed but not yet 

implemented. 
  

C Slow decay; no solution agreed.  
 
D Slow decay; solution agreed but 

not yet implemented.  
 

E Under repair or in fair to good 
repair, but no user identified; or 
under threat of vacancy with no 

obvious new user (applicable only to 
buildings capable of beneficial use). 

 
F Repair scheme in progress and 
(where applicable) end use or user 

functionally redundant buildings 
with new use agreed but not yet 

implemented. 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

The mill has recently changed hands. A 
meeting with the owners, the 

conservation officer, Simon Hudson and 
Dave Pearce to discuss the future of the 

mill is to be arranged shortly 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

A. Immediate risk of further rapid 
deterioration or loss of fabric; no solution 

agreed.  
 

Contact details Owner:  Mr and Umesh Mrs Patel 
Mill Farm, 12 The Shade, Soham, Ely, 

Cambridgeshire, CB7 5DE 
 
Conservation Officer: Lorraine King 

East Cambridgeshire District Council 
The Grange, Nutholt Lane 

Ely, CB7 4EE 
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01353 665555 

lorraine.king@eastcambs.gov.uk 
 

English Heritage contacts: John Ette 
01223 583724 
john.ette@english-heritage.gov.uk 

 
others 

Quinton Carroll 
Head of Cambridgeshire Historical 
Environment Record and County 

Archaeologist 
Box CC 1008 

Castle Court 
Shire Hall 
Cambridge 

CB3 0AP 
01223 728564 

quinton.carroll@cambridgshire.gov.uk 
 

Dave Pearce 
The Old School, North Street, Wicken, 
Cambridgeshire, CB7 5XW 

01353 725157 
davepearce7@gmail.com 
 
Simon Hudson 
Discovering Mills 9 Mercers Row 

St. Albans  
Hertfordshire 

AL1 2QS 
 
01727 831348 

simon.hudson13@gmail.com 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:lorraine.king@eastcambs.gov.uk
mailto:ian.harper@english-heritage.gov.uk
mailto:quinton.carroll@cambridgshire.gov.uk
mailto:davepearce7@gmail.com
mailto:simon.hudson13@gmail.com
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EAST CAMBRIDGESHIRE 

SITE NAME  Northfield Windmill Soham also known as Shade Windmill Soham 

PARISH:  Soham      

NGR TL5872575101    CHER 07089   EHUID 48900 

 
CURRENT STATUS Con. Area No  Listed Grade II* EHHAR Yes 

STATUTORY LIST DESCRIPTION FROM THE NATIONAL HERITAGE LIST 
FOR ENGLAND (NHLE) Date first listed: 17-Nov-1983 
Date of most recent amendment: 27-Mar-1986 

 
Originally a smock windmill, early C18, used for drainage, moved to its present 

site in C19 and raised on brick plinth, now a three storey corn mill. Timber 
framed with weatherboarding and with ogee shaped wood capping with ball 
finial.  Original sails and fantail, inside, much of the machinery is intact, 

including the windshaft, wallower and main shaft. The great spur wheel on the 
ground floor drives two grinding stones on the stone floor.  

 
PREVIOUS REPORTS 

WINDMILLS IN CAMBRIDGESHIRE AND THE ISLE OF ELY H.C. HUGHES  

PROCEEDINGS CAMBRIDGE ANTIQUARIAN SOCIETY XXXI 1931 

SOHAM (Shade)  1925 Common Sails; two sails fantail 

 
THE WINDMILLS OF CAMBRIDGESHIRE REX WAILES  

EXCERPT TRANSACTIONS FROM THE NEWCOMEN SOCIETY Vol. XXVII, 

1949-50 and 1950-51   

    1925   1950 

Shade Mill Soham  Working  Derelict 
 

This report contains some interesting and useful information including that it is 

recorded as having the smallest mill tower and was regarded by Wailes as being: 

”a narrow gutted mill” the dimensions are given as tapering from 14’6” to 7’8”. 

It is compared with Lavender’s Mill Christchurch another mill converted from a 

drainage mill. Its hexagonal shape is mentioned. The primary drive to the fantail 

is noted as being by bevel and worm. The curb is described as being a shot curb. 

The sack hoist is described as having two independent drives from the friction 

ring, one for each of the grain bins. 
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WINDMILLS OF CAMBRIDGESHIRE A CONTEMPORARY SURVEY 

ARTHUR C SMITH STEVENAGE MUSEUM 1977  

3 
September 

1969 
 

19 May 
1973  

SOHAM 
“Shade 

Mill” 
 

TL 582751 

Smock Derelict in 
poor 

condition, 
hexagonal 

one storey 
brick base 
(tarred), 2 

storey 
upper parts 

black with 
vertical 

boards, sail 
stock 
stumps cot 

off at 
spider, 

ogee cap 
with fan 
cradle: 

small. 
 

North of 
town, up 

long gravel 
drive from 

main road 
on farm with 
outbuildings. 

Private 
Originally a 

drainage 
mill was 

moved and 
converted to 
corn mill 

Originally a 
drainage 

mill, was 
moved and 

converted 
to a corn 
mill. 

 

THE BATSFORD GUIDE TO INDUSTRIAL ARCHAEOLOGY OF EAST ANGLIA 

DAVID ALDERTON AND JOHN BOOKER 1980 

Small hexagonal smock mill, tarred-brick ground floor with 2 storey smock, 

vertical boarding over horizontal. Cap decaying remains of 2 stocks and fantail 

frame. 1 pair stones, mostly timber drive. Converted from drainage-mill and as 

such the only full sized drainage mill at all complete anywhere in the Fens. 

CAMBRIDGESHIRE WINDMILLS AND WATERMILLS R.D. STEVENS 1985 

This is one of the most important mills in the county because it used to be a 

drainage mill. It is the only typical type of Fenland drainage mill left with a cap 

and was moved and converted into a corn mill 150 years ago. It is known as 

Shade Mill or Townsend or Northfield Mill and went out of use about 1932. It 

carried clockwise patent sails and an eight-bladed fantail. 

It is a small hexagonal mill with a yellow brick base and until recently had 

vertical weatherboarding over horizontal; the small ogee sports a large finial. 

The spider which controlled the now missing sails still remains and also part of 

one stock. The fan frame survives with the fantail mechanism which, unusually 

for Cambridgeshire, drives a large worm gear against the exterior rack. 
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The internal machinery is almost complete. The two pairs of stones on the first 

floor are under-driven and there is also a pulley for an external engine drive. The 

stone nuts and spindles are missing is complete with its shoe and tun. The 

square wooden upright shaft is in two pieces with an iron joint near the ground 

floor ceiling. The original scoop-wheel drive would have been transmitted near 

this point. On the second floor there are two small grain bins and above in the 

tiny cap are a wooden brake wheel with iron teeth, an all-wooden wallower and 

an iron wind shaft. There are two sack hoists driven by friction from the 

underside of the wallower which are brought into action by ingenious systems of 

small chains, pulleys and belts. 

The mill stood derelict for fifty years but has survived quite well. A previous 

owner Mr P.P. Johnson together with Chris Wilson of Over removed the 

weatherboarding and repaired and strengthened the smock frame and replaced 

the weatherboarding. 

PRESENT USE N/A 

CONDITION  

Poor, generally unsatisfactory with major localised problems, some temporary 

repairs were completed 2009-2012 to attend leaks. 

SITE BACKGROUND 

On site from c.1834 formerly a drainage mill, moved from another site as a corn 

mill now unique. Another example of this in Cambridgeshire was Lavender’s Mill 

at Christchurch which was demolished in the mid-20th century. Apart from the 

small wooden mill on Wicken Fen which was built as a skeleton Wind pump in 

the 1900’s, this is the only survival of the more typical Cambridgeshire wooden 

drainage smock mills of the 18th and 19th Century. By about 1800 several 

hundreds of similar drainage mills were in use.  Despite its adaption some of the 

framing is probably original as would be its shape. 

FIELD SURVEY 2009 (with later additions) 

Corn Windmill smock type said to have been moved 1834 by Hunt Millwright for 

William Bullman miller. Yellow brick base tarred, surmounted by timber framed 

tower horizontal boarded over plywood (originally had vertical boarding c.f. 

Wicken Village Corn Mill) Other mills in the Soham area had similar vertical 

boarding with cover strips fixed over the horizontal feather edged boarding for 

greater protection to the timber frame and this is likely to have been so here 

The mill has a hexagonal plan, battered base and tower, three stories and cap, 

typical Cambridgeshire Fenland Mill. Bottom storey has two hinged sashes, and 

two boarded doors, external pulley for engine drive. Second storey and third 

storey have three fixed windows. The cap is a circular dome, almost ogee with a 

vertical skirt and ball finial. There is a small dormer at the rear with a hatch at 
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the front. The fan stage is complete with all shafts and gearing in place. But the 

eight fan blades have been temporarily removed (2010). The rocking lever –type 

striking gear is complete.’ 

Bottom storey has a clasp-arm wooden great spur wheel with iron teeth, 

mounted on a wooden upright shaft. There are two sets of tentering gear 

complete with centrifugal governor, and two iron stone nuts with wooden teeth. 

A horizontal iron shaft carries an iron bevel gear engaging a cog ring on the 

great spur wheel to transmit engine drive from outside meal spouts present and 

miller’s desk. Second storey has two pairs of millstones, one complete with tun, 

horse, shoe and damsel, and the other with damsel only. There is a wooden 

upright shaft carrying iron wallower with wooden teeth. Two sack hoists are 

friction driven from the underside of the wallower, grain bin. The cap has an iron 

windshaft carrying a wooden clasp iron brake wheel with iron teeth, wooden 

brake lever. 

From photographic evidence the batter of the brick base is less steep than the 

timber smock it carries. The windows were side-hung wooden casements each of 

six panes in the base, where doors and windows were set vertical. Doors are 

white painted with three black old strap hinges. An inclined shelf sheltered the 

external drive pulley. 

The windows had rectangular quarries in lead glazing, set to slope with the 

batter of the smock sides. 

The four patent double-shuttered sails carried on two timber stocks with short 

timber clamps giving support at their middles. The sails turned clockwise, with 

unequal widths of shutters. These were arranged in eight bays with three 

shutters to each of the middle six bays but two shutters only to the inner most 

and outermost bay to each sail. The original sails appear to have been of a 

length to reach down to about the tops of the windows in the brick base. The 

stocks appear to have extended to the middle of the sixth bay of the sails, with 

back stays to each sail bar for that length. Beyond the end of the stock there 

was only a final backstay at the tip. The sail clamps appear to have extended to 

just short of the first backstay. The sails installed during the last restoration are 

shorter than the originals and are fitted with 33% of the full complement of 

shutters.  

The cap has a flat horizontally boarded area with raised curb and hatch around 

the windshaft. The cantilever trusses which gave strength to the cap and helped 

maintain its shape were scrapped during the last restoration resulting in the 

deformation of the cap.  The raking stays to the fan frame extend to the top of 

the cap forward of the knob and the fan Handrails and vertical double skin 

tapered boarding of the cap. This in turn was encircled by a metal band at curb 

level and then extended down to form a protective skirt or petticoat. The boards 

appear continuous. 
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The remaining casing or tun to one pair of the millstones is circular with bead 

edge vertical boarding. The other of which the base survives was octagonal. The 

timber upright shaft terminates in an iron dog clutch at floor level in the stone 

floor. The base of the upright shaft is carried by a cross beam between two large 

beams built into the brick work someway below the base of the timber stock. 

The floor in the base for storing grain in sacks has been concreted in place of the 

normal suspended timber boarded floor. This has now been replaced with a 

wooden boarded floor. (January 2011) 

PRIORITY 

Immediate risk of further rapid deterioration or loss of fabric; solution agreed 

but not yet implemented. 

SITE COMPONENTS 

Term Period Material Importance 
(H/M/L) 

Windmill 
(including 

machinery) 

C.19 poss. 
C.18 

Brick/timber/cast iron High 

Bungalow C21 Part rendered and part 

weatherboard clad 
elevations under slate 
and tiled roofs. 

Medium/Low 

 

ARCHEOLOGICAL POTENTIAL 

Although it has been acknowledged for some time that Shade or Northfield Mill 

was originally a drainage mill and then readapted for grinding corn, it has not 

been conclusively proved where the mill originally stood. 

Also as there are no images of it as drainage mill and there are no other 

surviving examples, it would be useful if some resources could be found to 

establish a date for some of the older timbers in the mill. It would of 

considerable interest to create an image based on the evidence available as to 

what the mill would have looked like previously. From artistic impressions of 

similar mills in the area there appears to be a strong link between Dutch 

Millwrighting practice of the 18th Century and the design of this mill. 

SITE SIGNIGIFICANCE 

The importance of the last corn grinding mill converted from a drainage mill 

cannot be over stated 

A full report on the historical significance of this mill was produced for East 

Cambridgeshire District Council in 2012 
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RECOMMENDENDED ACTION 

As soon as the issue of ownership has been resolved there are a number of 

repairs that will need to be carried out. Full details of these repairs are contained 

in a report by D.L Pearce for the previous owner.  

MANAGEMENT 

The mill is currently on the market as part of a residential sale which includes 

the bungalow, the future of this important and interesting mill is therefore 

uncertain.  

There were discussions with the current owners and English Heritage about the 

possibility of setting up a trust with a view to the mill being maintained by this 

body, this idea should be discussed with any future owners. Its current listing 

should be maintained. 

GRADING  

**** Site of Major National and International Significance 

Update October 2012 

The mill has recently changed hands. A meeting with the new owners Dr and Mrs 

Patel, English Heritage, the local authority conservation officer, Simon Hudson 

and Dave Pearce to discuss the future of the mill is to be arranged shortly. 
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MAP 

 

 

2011 O.S. Map 1:2500 
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1925 Photo by Rex Wailes © Mills Archive Trust 

2009 © Robert Bramley 
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SOURCES OF INFORMATION 

Published works 

H.C. Hughes Windmills in Cambridgeshire and the Isle of Ely Cambridge: PCAS 

1928 revised 1931.  

Rex Wailes The Windmills of Cambridgeshire Including those of the Isle of Ely, 

the Soke of Peterborough  and Huntingdonshire London Excerpt Transactions of 

The Newcomen Society, 1949-50 And 1950-51.  

Arthur Smith Windmills of Cambridgeshire a contemporary survey Stevenage 

Museum 1977  

David Alderton and John Booker The Batsford Guide To Industrial Archaeology Of 

East Anglia 1980 

R.D. Stevens Cambridgeshire Windmills and Watermills Cambridge CWWS 1985 

D.L. Pearce, Soham Northfield Windmill A Summary of Its Millwrighting History 

Wicken 2011 

Simon Hudson Shade or Northfield Windmill Soham A report into the historical 

significance of the 19th century Smock Mill for East Cambridgeshire District 

Council St. Albans 2012 

 

Archives: 

The Cambridgeshire Collection, Cambridgeshire Archives and the Mills Archive 
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Initial Assessment 

The Mill Elton 

 

© Images of England 

Parish Elton 
District Huntingdonshire 
Location, Address, Post Code NGR 32 Middle Street, Elton, 

Cambridgeshire PE8 6RA 
TL0852393918 

EHUID 54888 
CHER 00138 
Designation (Listing/Ancient 

Monument, Conservation Area) 

Listed Grade II 

 
Heritage At Risk Register year(s) No, but on the’ local list’ 

Statutory list description In the entry for:- 
 
ELTON RIVER BEND 

The Mill 
15/80 

 
The fourth sentence of the 

description shall be amended to 
read:- "Ridged concrete 
tiled roof, corbelled parapet gables." 

 
------------------------------------ 

 
ELTON RIVER END 
TL 0893 

15/80 The Mill 
GV II 

Water mill. Late C18 or early C19 
extended and rebuilt, 'AD 1840' on 
gable 

plaque. Coursed limestone with 
freestone dressings, red brick and 

timber-frame weather-boarded. 
Ridged pantiled roof, corbelled 
parapet gables. 

Three storeys and attics. Four 
original bays extended by two bays 
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with lower range to south-east. 
Undershot wheel included into later 

building.  
North-east elevation: One blocked 

doorway and entrance with double 
boarded doors and first floor boarded 
door above. Cast iron windows with 

stone lintels or segmental brick 
arches; ground and first floor 

windows with thirty panes and 
second floor with twenty panes. 
Lower range part weather-boarded 

with panelled door, bay window and 
hung sash window. Interior mostly 

intact, with iron and wooden 
waterwheel c.14 feet diam and c.12 
feet wide. The miller's house 

attached to the north-west was 
demolished in 1881. 

 
V.C.H. Huntingdonshire, p162 

Heathcote  Photograph of Mill and 
Miller's House. HRO. 
 

 
Listing NGR: TL0852393918 

 

Condition 
 

1. extensive significant problems  

2. major localised problems  
3. generally satisfactory but with 

significant localised problems  
4. generally satisfactory but with 

minor localised problems  

5. optimal  
6. unknown  

 

 
‘The mill is a long term vacant and 
redundant building and as such there 

are concerns about its structural 
stability and general deterioration. 

There has been correspondence with 
the Elton Estate with regard to this 
building and whilst there has been no 

definite forward progress, there is a 
good work relationship with the owner. 

The mill has been on the register since 
1991 and there are on-going concerns 
over the condition of the timbers, 

brickwork, and whether birds or rain 
getting in and causing further damage’ 

 
From Huntingdonshire District Council 
Buildings at Risk Register 2011 

Occupancy 
 

 
• vacant  
• part occupied  

• occupied  
• unknown  

• not applicable  

N/A 
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Vulnerability  

Ownership 
 

 
PRIORITY 
 

A. Immediate risk of further rapid 
deterioration or loss of fabric; no 

solution agreed.  
 
B. Immediate risk of further rapid 

deterioration or loss of fabric; solution 
agreed but not yet implemented. 

  
C Slow decay; no solution agreed.  
 

D Slow decay; solution agreed but not 
yet implemented.  

 
E Under repair or in fair to good repair, 

but no user identified; or under threat 
of vacancy with no obvious new user 
(applicable only to buildings capable of 

beneficial use). 
 

F Repair scheme in progress and 
(where applicable) end use or user 
functionally redundant buildings with 

new use agreed but not yet 
implemented. 

 
Contact details 
 

   

The mill is currently owned by Elton  
Estate 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
B. Immediate risk of further rapid 

deterioration or loss of fabric; solution 
agreed but not yet implemented. 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
Conservation Officer: Louise Brown 

Conservation Team 
Planning Services 
Huntingdonshire District Council 

Pathfinder House 
St Mary’s Street 

Huntingdon 
PE29 3TN 
01480 388388 

Crm_planning@huntingdonshire.gov.uk 
 

English Heritage contacts: John Ette 
01223 583724 
john.ette@english-heritage.gov.uk 

 
others 

Quinton Carroll 

mailto:Crm_planning@huntingdonshire.gov.uk
mailto:ian.harper@english-heritage.gov.uk
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Head of Cambridgeshire Historical 
Environment Record and County 

Archaeologist 
Box CC 1008 

Castle Court 
Shire Hall 
Cambridge 

CB3 0AP 
 

01223 728564 
quainton.carroll@cambridgesire.gov.uk 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:quainton.carroll@cambridgesire.gov.uk
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HUNTINGDONSHIRE 

SITE NAME: The Mill, Elton 

NGR TL0852393918 CHER 00138 EHUID 54888 

CURRENT STATUS Con. Area N/k  Listed Grade II EHHAR No  AM No 

STATUTORY LIST DESCRIPTION FROM THE NATIONAL HERITAGE LIST 

FOR ENGLAND (NHLE) 

Name: THE MILL 

List entry Number: 1130073 

Location THE MILL, RIVER END 

The building may lie within the boundary of more than one authority. 

County District District Type Parish 

Cambridgeshire Huntingdonshire District Authority Elton 

National Park: Not applicable to this List entry. 

Grade: II 

Date first listed: 16-Nov-1988 

Date of most recent amendment: Not applicable to this List entry. 

The contents of this record have been generated from a legacy data system. 

Legacy System: LBS 

UID: 54888 

This list entry does not comprise part of an Asset Grouping. Asset Groupings are 

not part of the official record but are added later for information. 

 Summary of Building 

Legacy Record - This information may be included in the List Entry Details. 

Reasons for Designation 

Legacy Record - This information may be included in the List Entry Details. 

History 

Legacy Record - This information may be included in the List Entry Details. 

Details 
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In the entry for:- 

ELTON RIVER BEND The Mill 15/80 

The fourth sentence of the description shall be amended to read:- "Ridged 

concrete tiled roof, corbelled parapet gables." 

------------------------------------ 

ELTON RIVER END TL 0893 15/80 The Mill GV II Water mill. Late C18 or early 

C19 extended and rebuilt, 'AD 1840' on gable plaque. Coursed limestone with 

freestone dressings, red brick and timber-frame weather-boarded. Ridged 

pantiled roof, corbelled parapet gables. Three storeys and attics. Four original 

bays extended by two bays with lower range to south-east. Undershot wheel 

included into later building. North-east elevation: One blocked doorway and 

entrance with double boarded doors and first floor boarded door above. Cast iron 

windows with stone lintels or segmental brick arches; ground and first floor 

windows with thirty panes and second floor with twenty panes. Lower range part 

weather-boarded with panelled door, bay window and hung sash window. 

Interior mostly intact, with iron and wooden waterwheel c.14 feet diam and c.12 

feet wide. The miller's house attached to the north-west was demolished in 

1881. 

V.C.H. Huntingdonshire, p162 Heathcote  Photograph of Mill and Miller's House. 

HRO. 

Listing NGR: TL0852393918 

Selected Sources 

Article  Reference - Author: William Page and Granville Proby - Title: The Victoria 

History of the County of Huntingdon - Date: 1936 - Journal Title: The Victoria 

History of the Counties of England - Page References: 162 

National Grid Reference: TL 08523 939184 

PREVIOUS REPORTS 

THE BATSFORD GUIDE TO INDUSTRIAL ARCHAEOLOGY OF EAST ANGLIA 

DAVID ALDERTON AND JOHN BOOKER 1980 

3-storey brick and stone mill, pre-1840 because an extension to the e has that 

date; mostly iron windows, which may suggest some 19thc refurbishing. 
Remnants of cast-iron and timber low breastwheel of c.13ft (4m) diameter,12ft 

(3:7m) breadth. pit-wheel survives but no stones. A desk has the charges for 
1887 pinned inside its lid. interior still used for crushing by electric power. in 
rear extension a large horizontal turbine driving Worthington pumps for water 

supply. 
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R.D. STEVENS, CAMBRIDGESHIRE WINDMILLS AND WATERMILLS 

C.W.W.S 1985 

Located on River Nene. 

Two mills were mentioned worth 40s at Adelintune. The present mill is a large 
long rectangular building of brick with some stone. It appears to have been 

extended in 1840 since there is an inscription in the newer part. It still contains 
an iron and wooden waterwheel about 14 feet in diameter and 12 feet wide, a 

pit-wheel, wallower, upright-shaft and great spur wheel but no stones. It was 
used until recently for crushing under electric power. Also of note are two 
winnowing machines and a ,horizontal turbine in an extension which is 

connected to Worthington pumps for water supply. 

PRESENT USE 

Condition not fully known  

SITE BACKGROUND 

Field Survey A full field survey for this mill is needed. This has not been 

possible within the time constraints of this project. Some internal photographs 

showing some machinery and working parts were posted on the online forum at 

http://www.28dayslater.co.uk/forums/industrial-sites/68382-elton-mill-jan-

2012-a.html on February 2 2012  

SITE COMPONENTS 

Term Period Material Importance 

(H/M/L) 
Mill c.18th Century Timber cast iron and 

stone 

High 

 

SITE SIGNIFICANCE 

 

MANAGEMENT 
 
The mill is owned by the Elton Hall Estate who seem reluctant to carry out very 

much maintenance to this mill 

GRADING  

 

*** Site of National Significance 

NB Little is known about this mill apart from the fact it is on the Huntingdonshire 

DC local Heritage at Risk Register, which states: ‘The mill is a long term vacant 

and redundant building and as such there are concerns about its structural 

http://www.28dayslater.co.uk/forums/industrial-sites/68382-elton-mill-jan-2012-a.html
http://www.28dayslater.co.uk/forums/industrial-sites/68382-elton-mill-jan-2012-a.html
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stability and general deterioration. There has been correspondence with the 

Elton Estate with regard to this building and whilst there has been no definite 

forward progress, there is a good work relationship with the owner. The mill has 

been on the register since 1991 and there are on-going concerns over the 

condition of the timbers, brickwork, and whether birds or rain getting in and 

causing further damage’ 

MAP 

 

O.S Map 2011 1:2500  
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© Copyright Nigel Stickells and licensed for reuse under this Creative Commons Licence. 

an image from the online forum http://www.28dayslater.co.uk from George 64 

SOURCES OF INFORMATION 
 

Published works 

David Alderton and John Booker The Batsford Guide To Industrial Archaeology Of 

East Anglia 1980 

R.D. Stevens Cambridgeshire Windmills and Watermills Cambridge CWWS 1985 

Archives 

Huntingdonshire Archives and the Mills Archive 

  

http://www.geograph.org.uk/profile/8519
http://www.geograph.org.uk/reuse.php?id=321268
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/
http://www.28dayslater.co.uk/
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Initial Assessment 

Post Mill Great Gransden 

 

© Simon Hudson 

Parish Great Gransden 
District Huntingdonshire 

Location, Address, Post Code NGR 43 Mill Road, Great Gransden, 
Cambridgeshire SG19 3AG  
TL2771755522 

EHUID 395788 
CHER 02315 

Designation (Listing/Ancient 
Monument, Conservation Area) 

Listed Grade II* 
Ancient Monument Yes 

Heritage At Risk Register year(s) No 

Statutory list description In the entry for GREAT GRANSDEN 
MILL ROAD Post Mill 

 
The following item number shall be 
added 

 
15/70 

 
-------------------------------------------- 
 

TL 2755 GREAT GRANSDEN MILL ROAD 
 

- Post Mill 
 

- II* 
 
Post and open trestle mill built c.1612 

(deed), the oldest remaining mill in 
England. Body of two storeys covered 

with tarred weatherboards. Two pairs 
of over-driven Burr stones on second 
floor. Sack hoist driven from wooden 

pulley on the windshaft behind the tail 
wheel. Flour dressing machine on first 

floor with inscription 'IL 1774 RW'. The 
mill is undergoing restoration 1982. 
Huntingdonshire Windmills. C.F. 
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Tebbutt. 1942. Photographic record 
taken by Cambridgeshire County 

Council's Architects Department. 1974. 
Measured Drawings by G. Black, 

Architect. 1979. Windmills in 
Huntingdon and Peterborough. A.C. 
Smith. 1977. 

 
Listing NGR: TL2771755522 

Selected Sources 
1. Book  Reference - Author: AC 

Smith - Title: Windmills in 

Huntingdon and Peterborough -
 Date: 1977 

2. Book  Reference - Author: CF 
Tebbutt - Title: Huntingdonshire 
Windmills - Date: 1942 

 
 

National Grid Reference: TL 27717 
55522 

 
 

Condition 
 

1. extensive significant problems  
2. generally unsatisfactory with 

major localised problems  
3. generally satisfactory but with 

significant localised problems  

4. generally satisfactory but with 
minor localised problems  

5. optimal  
6. unknown  

 

 
 2.generally unsatisfactory with major 

localised problems 
 

Full details of the condition of the Mill are 
included in the report :  
Great Gransden Windmill Restoration and 

Maintenance Proposal written by  
by Dave Pearce, Luke Bonwick and 

Simon Hudson June 2012  
 

Occupancy 
 

 
• vacant  
• part occupied  

• occupied  
• unknown  

• not applicable  
 

N/A 

Vulnerability See report referred to above 
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Ownership 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
PRIORITY 
 

A. Immediate risk of further rapid 
deterioration or loss of fabric; no 

solution agreed.  
 
B. Immediate risk of further rapid 

deterioration or loss of fabric; 
solution agreed but not yet 

implemented. 
  

C Slow decay; no solution agreed.  
 
D Slow decay; solution agreed but 

not yet implemented.  
 

E Under repair or in fair to good 
repair, but no user identified; or 
under threat of vacancy with no 

obvious new user (applicable only to 
buildings capable of beneficial use). 

 
F Repair scheme in progress and 
(where applicable) end use or user 

functionally redundant buildings with 
new use agreed but not yet 

implemented. 
 
 

 
 

 
 

The mill is currently owned by 
Cambridgeshire County Council. It has 

been declared ‘surplus to their 
requirements. Discussions are taking 

place between Cambridgeshire County 
Council and The Gransdens Society, ‘a 
local organisation for everyone interested 

in the past, present, and future of the 
Cambridgeshire villages of Great 

Gransden and Little Gransden’ about the 
future of the mill. 
 

A. Immediate risk of further rapid 
deterioration or loss of fabric; no solution 

agreed. 

Contact details Owner: Cambridgeshire County Council  

John Bartram/Nick Sweeney 
Strategy and Estates Box No: RES 1302 

Shire Hall, Castle Hill 
Cambridge CBS OAP 
Tel 07787128787 (John) 

john.bartram@cambridgeshire.gov.uk 
01223 699090 (Nick) 

nick.sweeney@cambridgeshire.gov.uk 

mailto:john.bartram@cambridgeshire.gov.uk
mailto:nick.sweeney@cambridgeshire.gov.uk
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Conservation Officer: Louise Brown 
Conservation Team Planning Services 

Huntingdonshire District Council 
Pathfinder House St Mary’s Street 

Huntingdon PE29 3TN 
01480 388388 
Crm_planning@huntingdonshire.gov.uk 

 
English Heritage contacts: John Ette 

01223 583724 
john.ette@english-heritage.gov.uk 
 

Deborah Priddy 
01223 582710 

Deborah.priddy@english-heritage.gov.uk 
 
others 

Quinton Carroll 
Head of Cambridgeshire Historical 

Environment Record and County 
Archaeologist 

Box CC 1008 Castle Court 
Shire Hall Cambridge CB3 0AP 
01223 728564 

quainton.carroll@cambridgesire.gov.uk 
 

Great Gransden Windmill Working Group 
Martin Davies 5 Winchfield,  
Great Gransden,  

Sandy,  SG19 3AN 
01767 677548 

mdavies854@btinternet.com 
 
Dave Pearce 

The Old School, North Street, Wicken, 
Cambridgeshire, CB7 5XW 

01353 725157 
davepearce7@gmail.com 
Luke Bonwick  

Bonwick Milling Heritage Consultancy 
7 Hatchgate Court, Lines Road, Hurst, 

Reading, Berkshire RG10 0SP 
07733 108409 
Email: luke@bonwick.co.uk 

Simon Hudson 
Discovering Mills, 9 Mercers Row,  

St Albans, AL1 2QS 
01727 831348  
07952 935517 mobile 

simon.hudson13@gmail.com 
 

mailto:Crm_planning@huntingdonshire.gov.uk
mailto:ian.harper@english-heritage.gov.uk
mailto:quainton.carroll@cambridgesire.gov.uk
mailto:mdavies854@btinternet.com
mailto:davepearce7@gmail.com
mailto:luke@bonwick.co.uk
mailto:simon.hudson13@gmail.com
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HUNTINGDONSHIRE 

SITE NAME Post Mill, Great Gransden 

PARISH Great Gransden  DISTRICT Huntingdonshire 

NGR TL2771755522  CHER 02315 EHUID 395788 

CURRENT STATUS Con. Area N/k  Listed Grade II*  EHHAR No  AM Yes 

STATUTORY LIST DESCRIPTION FROM THE NATIONAL HERITAGE LIST 

FOR ENGLAND (NHLE) 

TL 2755 GREAT GRANSDEN MILL ROAD 

- Post Mill 

 

- II* 

 

Post and open trestle mill built c.1612 (deed), the oldest remaining mill in 

England. Body of two storeys covered with tarred weatherboards. Two pairs of 

over-driven Burr stones on second floor. Sack hoist driven from wooden pulley 

on the windshaft behind the tail wheel. Flour dressing machine on first floor with 

inscription 'IL 1774 RW'. The mill is undergoing restoration 1982. 

Huntingdonshire Windmills. C.F. Tebbutt. 1942. 

Photographic record taken by Cambridgeshire County Council's Architects 

Department. 1974. 

Measured Drawings by G. Black, Architect. 1979. 

 

PREVIOUS REPORTS 

WINDMILLS IN CAMBRIDGESHIRE AND THE ISLE OF ELY H.C. HUGHES 

1928 REVISED 1931 

Gt. Gransden (Hunts) 1914 Derelict but cared for 

HUNTINGDONSHIRE WINDMILLS 

C.F. TEBBUTT originally published in the transactions of the 

Cambridgeshire and Huntingdonshire Archaeological Society volume V 

(1937) reprinted 1942 by Mason and Dorman  

This post and open trestle mill stands on a mound at the end of a muddy lane 

known as Mill Drift It was last worked by a miller called Webb. The late owner, 

Mr Wallis Mills bought it to ensure its preservation and has made the body 

weatherproof 

The sails were single and all had slats for canvas, but now all the slats are gone. 

It was luffed with a tailpole. The body is of two stories made of oak framing 
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covered with tarred weather boards. It has two pairs of overdriven Burr stones 

on the second floor. The sack hoist is driven off a wooden pulley on the 

Windshaft behind the tail wheel. There is a dressing machine on the first floor 

with the inscription, “I.L. 1774 R.W.” 

THE WINDMILLS OF CAMBRIDGESHIRE REX WAILES EXCERPT 
TRANSACTIONS FROM THE NEWCOMEN SOCIETY Vol. XXVII, 1949-50 

and 1950-51   

1925 Derelict 1950 Derelict 

In this paper there are various references to Great Gransden Windmill. These 

include the ogee shape of the roof which is compared to the one at Outwood in 

Surrey. The brakewheel which is compared to the one at Madingley in that it 

unusually had two rows of cogs. Details of the eight tee arm tail wheel are 

recorded, as are the stone nuts with their 11 and 18 cogs which are described 

as: being driven directly. Special reference is made of the governor on the rear 

pair of stones which is recorded as being: ‘of wrought iron with lead weights and 

three arms travelling outwards on curved horn. They are most unusual and have 

not been noted elsewhere’. Information is supplied about the bolter which is 

described as lying along the left hand side and was driven by a spur pinion from 

the outer row of cogs on the brake wheel. Finally comment is made that the mill 

was fitted with a second hand pair of sails hence its anomalous appearance. No 

date is given unfortunately for their installation 

ARTHUR C. SMITH, SURVEY OF HUNTINGDON AND PETERBOROUGH 

1976 

26 August 

1972 

7 August 

1976 

GREAT 

GRANSDEN 

 

TL275555 

Post Derelict and 

tilting with 

warped 

timbers, but 

boarding 

sound. Open 

trestle, 

ladder and 

tail-pole, sail 

stocks only: 

gear and 

stones 

inside. The 

whole 

braced by 

scaffolding 

and posts. 

 

East of 

village by 

road 

junction. Mill 

Road. 

Private. 

1612 

Had 2 spring 

and 2 

common 

sails. Ceased 

work end of 

19th century. 

 

THE BATSFORD GUIDE TO INDUSTRIAL ARCHAEOLOGY OF EAST ANGLIA 

DAVID ALDERTON AND JOHN BOOKER 1980 
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Very old Postmill, very possible that built on this site in 1612: no evidence has 

been found of rebuilding. Only slightly curved gabled roof.2 common 2 spring 

sails were fitted, but only the stocks remain. Tailpole stands on open trestle. 

Buck badly twisted and supported by posts, but complete with stones and 

wooden gearing. Some hope of restoration.   

THREE CAMBRIDGESHIRE WINDMILLS 

A Leaflet prepared by the Director of Planning and Research, 

Cambridgeshire County Council 1984 

‘Since the early 13th century a windmill has stood at Great Gransden and the 

mill was owned by Rippington Manor throughout its working life. There are 

varying opinions about the age of the oldest parts of the existing structure, but: 

it clearly dates from the early 17th century and may be the oldest surviving 

windmill in the country. Indeed, some experts have claimed that it was built in 

1612, though this has not been substantiated. The date 1674 is carved on a 

minor beam in the mill's spout floor - the earliest of a number of such 

inscriptions in the mill. By comparison, a date of 1636 is usually quoted for 

Bourn, a close rival for the claim of the oldest windmill. With the difficulty in 

dating such structures, the issue may never be adequately settled.  

We know little beyond the names of the early millers; as tenant millers their 

status was considered so lowly they were rarely mentioned in official documents. 

In 1680, the parish register records the burial of john Bruce, miller; and another 

interesting entry of 1708 states' that "John Batterfield, servant to George North, 

was killed accidentally by the mill sail". However, this may not have referred to 

the present mill, because Great Gransden once had a second mill, probably sited 

by Mill Weir on Croxton Road7 In 1828, the miller was George Williamson, but by 

1835 he had been superseded by Wright Blackman. His employee was named 

Cornelius Webb, whose initials "C.W. 1848" are carved on the bolter's casing, 

along with those of his brothers "F. Webb 1849" and "T.W. 1851"8. This latter, 

Thomas Webb had become the miller by 1854 and his descendants continued to 

operate the mill until the end of its working life. The bolter, or flour dressing 

machine, is a wooden trough containing a slightly tilted rotatable wooden reel 

with inclined wooden bars, which would have been covered with cloth. Meal was 

fed from a hopper into the upper end of the reel, and as the reel rotated, flour 

was beaten through the cloth. Coarser material (bran etc.) passed through the 

bottom of the cloth where a wire mesh filter trapped any debris such as straw 

and mice.  

In about 1890 the main post began to list to one side. This distorted the buck 

and displaced the stones, preventing any corn being ground for three years. 

                                                           
7
 This is an error in the booklet. Mill Weir is on Caxton Road. 

 
8
 This is another error in the booklet. Thomas Webb was Cornelius Webb’s cousin, not his brother. We do not 

know who FW was but Cornelius did not have a brother with these initials. 
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During this period, a steam-powered (later oil engine-powered) grinder was set 

up in a small shed beside the mill, but this was poorly maintained and never 

operated well. Despite the buck being wracked, William Webb continued to 

operate the mill until about 1911 - probably risking his life every time he ground 

corn - and intermittently until he died in 1912. His son continued to work it for 

the next six months.  

Although much of the original mill structure remains, several alterations have 

been made since its erection. The stone floor seems to have been extended to 

set up the second pair of stones. Later, an extension was made to the spout 

floor to accommodate the bolter. This is a very early example, and the earliest of 

several inscriptions on the case - "I.L. 1774 R.W." - may record this 

improvement.  

One of the most fascinating aspects of Gransden mill is the quality of its internal 

machinery, all of which is complete and was obviously built by highly skilled 

millwrights. The machinery weighs 5 ½ tons and apart from the bolter it includes 

two pairs of overdriven French Burr stones with their governor devices, an 

enormous brakewheel, a fine  cast-iron tail wheel and a sack hoist .which is 

driven off a .wooden pulley on the windshaft, behind the tailwheel. The governor 

with 3 ball weights which controls the tail wheel is unique. It may have been 

added in 1875, and works on a different principle from conventional governors, 

the centrifugal force of the rotating weights being transferred by "stays" to the 

central axle. 

A photograph taken in about 1870 shows the mill with two slatted canvas-

covered common sails and two later single shuttered spring sails. These rotate 

clockwise, which is unusual. Later, the spring sails were storm-damaged and 

replaced with anomalous common sails. It has been suggested that the weight of 

the heavier shuttered sails was probably counterbalanced by extending the mill 

beyond the rear corner posts; and that possibly the sails were introduced when 

the bolter was installed. The ladder may also be designed to act as a back stay. 

The original tailpole can be seen: last century a blind white horse was tethered 

to this and used to pull the mill into the wind. 

In 1927 the mill and mill house were purchased by an artist for Punch, 

appropriately named Arthur Mills. They were sold again in 1937 to Queen Marie 

and her son, King Peter of Yugoslavia, who lived in the mill house throughout 

World War II. In 1946, they sold it to Mr T. Rogers who gave it to 

Huntingdonshire County Council in 1950. The mill was declared an Ancient 

Monument in 1957 and limited repairs were carried out from time to time. In 

1974 the new Cambridgeshire County Council became the responsible body and 

decided to restore the mill, which by 1977 was in a very dilapidated condition.  

The trestle and main post were found to be basically sound, despite the buck's 

severe distortion. Work first involved removing the ogee-shaped cap, windshaft 

and brakewheel;' and jackinq the whole of the buck frame back into square.  All 
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failed members (which were mainly concentrated in the breast frame) were 

replaced and much of the horizontal feather-edged weather boards renewed. The 

internal machinery was then reassembled and the cap and sail gear (including a 

new pair each of common and shuttered sails) replaced. At present the 

machinery only rotates, but if funds become available it is hoped to make the 

machinery fully operational. Restoration was finally completed in spring 1984.’ 

R.D. STEVENS, CAMBRIDGESHIRE WINDMILLS AND WATERMILLS 

C.W.W.S 1985 

The age of this mill is uncertain. A deed exists relating to. A mill on the site in 
1612, but the earliest date inside is on a wall inscribed M 1674, and IL774 RW is 
to be seen on the bolter. William Webb was the last miller and the mill ceased 

work before the turn of this century. It' carried two common and two shuttered 
clockwise sails and since then has gradually deteriorated. Mr Wallis Mills bought 

the mill with the intention of preserving it. Later it was taken over by 
Huntingdonshire County Council who eventually carried out some repairs to the 
boarding and shored it up.  

After the county reorganisation of 1975, Cambridgeshire county Council began 

to be concerned about its future. After seeking advice, they employed Philip 
Lennard of Rickling, Essex, to repair it, straightening out the badly contorted 
buck and adding new boarding. Further work has recently been carried out by 

Thompson's of Alford. The mill has been strengthened, the boarding repaired 
and new sails added. It is hoped that the machinery will be put back into 

workable order and the mill will be opened to the public occasionally.  

The mill has an open trestle and stands on a small mound on the edge of the 

village. The post is very broad and the entrance door to the buck is unusual in 
that it is set to one side.  

Inside are two pairs of stones, arranged fore and aft, and are both of French 
burr. The rear runner stone is controlled by an unusual lag governor. It has 

three fly-balls which are hinged so that when they rise they swing backwards 
with respect to their direction of rotation. The bolter, some two hundred years 

old, is complete except for its cloths, and is driven off the brakewheel via a gear 
arrangement. The front stones are mounted on a hurst floor above the level of 
the rear stones. The windshaft and tail-wheel are of iron and both head and tail 

wheels have wooden teeth. Both sets of stones are devoid of their furniture. The 
sack hoist bollard in the roof is 'driven by pulleys from the front of the tail-

wheel. 

PRESENT USE 

Since the conservation work carried out in the 1980’s the mill has retained its 

position as an important landscape feature but with no particular use as such. 

Condition 

A report which details the condition of the structure and machinery was written 

in July 2012 for Cambridgeshire County Council  by Dr Dave Pearce of the 
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Wicken Windmill Partnership, Luke Bonwick of Bonwick Milling Heritage 

Consultancy and Simon Hudson of Discovering Mills.  

These two reports should be read in conjunction with each other. 

SITE BACKGROUND 

Field Survey 

This is covered in full by the report mentioned earlier . In summary, Great 

Gransden Mill is an important example of a very rare type of windmill, the small 

artisan post mill, once quite common and typical of the East Midlands.  It has 

survived by good fortune, having last worked a hundred years ago, and despite 

a restoration which, while remaining reasonably faithful to the windmill’s design, 

has meant that the mill has lost most of its original subsidiary timbers.  Despite 

this, the mill merits its Ancient Monument status through its rarity and the 

extreme age of the design and its older timbers. 

SITE COMPONENTS 

Term Period Material Importance 

(H/M/L) 

Mill c.17th Century Timber cast iron and 

brick 

High 

 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL POTENTIAL  

The plans for a full archaeological survey are strongly supported. This should 
include dendrochronology of the timber structure of the mill and geophysical 

investigations of the mill mound. A dendrochronology survey at Great Gransden 
Mill would provide accurate information about the age of the surviving historic 

timbers. These include the massive centre post, the crown tree, the two side 
girts and the windshaft. Other timbers of smaller section may also yield positive 
results. The opportunity exists to confirm the mill’s place as one of England’s 

oldest post mills, and to positively identify surviving design characteristics that 
represent early windmill technology. 

Update November 2012 

A dendrochronological survey was carried out by Dr Martin Bridge of University 
College London on the Mills older timbers. Details of the results will be added to 

this report as soon as they are available. 

SITE SIGNIFICANCE 

It is difficult to over emphasise the importance of this site. Great Gransden 
Windmill probably contains some of the earliest timbers found in a British post 
mill. It is certainly one of only five surviving open trestle post mills in the 

country. The others being Bourn (c.1636) Great Chishill (1819) both 
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Cambridgeshire, Nutley (erected on its present site 1817 but thought to be 
earlier) East Sussex and Chillenden Kent (1868) see details above re. 

dendrochronological survey. 
 

RECOMMENDED ACTION 

The options for future conservation are set out in the Restoration and 
Maintenance proposal referred to earlier. In summary this report reviews the 

state of all the major structural and mechanical components, and discusses the 
work required, divided into 4 categories:  

 Preliminary Works  Work required immediately, for example re-wedging 

of the Post on to the Cross Trees to safeguard the structure, the fitting of 

quarter bar retaining straps, and the consideration of appropriate 

strengthening strategies for the main timbers. 

 Phase 1 Urgent Works 

a)    Initial ‘holding’ repairs 

b)    Urgent structural work 

c)    It is proposed that a full measured survey will be carried out. 

 Phase 2 Essential Works 

Progressive overhaul of the mill’s structure, ability to turn facing to wind, provide 

on-site storage, in the form of a permanent small shed, similar to the 19th 

century shed which was part of the milling operation. 

 Phase 3 Desirable Works 

Progression towards the ultimate goal of an operable mill, leading to:  

a) Manual rotation of the mill body to face the wind 

b) Sails to idle round 

c) Progressive replacement of the cloth sail fittings.  On the spring sails, making 

and fitting sail shutters and the associated shutter control gear and the 

ancient flour dressing machine. 

MANAGEMENT 

 
It is hoped that the ownership will be transferred from Cambridgeshire County 
Council to a new Building Preservation Trust specifically formed to look after the 

Windmill. 
 

GRADING  
 

**** Site of Major National and International Significance 
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MAP 

 

O.S Map 2011 1:2500  

 



177 
 

 

C.1870 From the Gransdens Society’s Archives 

2012 Simon Hudson 
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Initial Assessment 

Sacrewell Mill and Mill House and Stables, Wansford 

 

© Images of England 

Parish Wansford 
District Peterborough City Council 

Location, Address, Post Code NGR Thornhaugh, Peterborough PE8 6HJ 
TF0789000063 

EHUID 50398 

PHER 50791 
Designation (Listing/Ancient 

Monument, Conservation Area) 

Listed Grade II* 

Heritage At Risk Register year(s) No 
Statutory list description In the entry for TF 00 SE THORNHAUGH 

GREAT NORTH ROAD 
 

9/604 Sacrewell Mill and Mill House 
28.11.72 (formerly listed as Sacrewell Mill 
and Mill House (south of village))and 

stables II The grade shall be amended to 
read Grade II* 

 
------------------------------------ 
 

1. 5141 THORNHAUGH GREAT NORTH 
ROAD 28.11.72 Sacrewell Mill and Mill 

House [formerly listed as Sacrewell Mill 
and Mill House (south of village) and 

stables TF 00 SE 9/604 II 2. Early C18 mill 
house and water mill dated 1755. 
Adjoining at right angles. All coursed stone 

with steeply pitched Collyweston stone 
roofs. The house has coped gable ends, 

and is a 2 storey and attic 3 window range. 
C18 3-light casements with wooden lintels. 
Left hand C19 door. Three small C18 

hipped dormers with moulded cornices. 
Centre and end stacks, tops rebuilt in 

brick. Outhouse at rear with hipped 
dormer. C18 wing to south-west forming L-
shaped plan, one storey and attic, 2 small 

gabled dormers and steeply pitched 
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Collyweston stone roof with coped gable 
end. Water mill and stables adjoining at 

right angles to north-west. Very steeply 
pitched hipped Collyweston stone roof, 2 

storeys and attic, 3 gabled dormers, loft 
door above ground floor door. Contains 
complete mill machinery in working order 

with a cast iron overshot wheel and pit 
wheel. There is great spur wheel and a 

timber main drive shaft and crown wheel. 
Two of the original 3 sets of stones remain. 
There is also a chain hoist operated by the 

main drive on a windlass principle. Storage 
bins, chutes and hopper all intact. 

Including stable wing, now a garage, 
adjoining north of mill, a long one storey 
and attic range, also stone, with 

Collyweston stone roof.  
 

Listing NGR: TF0789000063 
Condition 

 
1. extensive significant 

problems  

2. generally unsatisfactory with 
major localised problems  

3. generally satisfactory but 
with significant localised 
problems  

4. generally satisfactory but 
with minor localised 

problems  
5. optimal  
6. unknown  

 

 

 
3.generally satisfactory but with significant 
localised problems 

 
 

Occupancy 

 
 
• vacant  

• part occupied  
• occupied  

• unknown  
• not applicable  
 

N/A 

Vulnerability  
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Ownership 
 

 
PRIORITY 

 
A. Immediate risk of further rapid 
deterioration or loss of fabric; no 

solution agreed.  
 

B. Immediate risk of further rapid 
deterioration or loss of fabric; 
solution agreed but not yet 

implemented. 
  

C Slow decay; no solution agreed.  
 
D Slow decay; solution agreed but 

not yet implemented.  
 

E Under repair or in fair to good 
repair, but no user identified; or 

under threat of vacancy with no 
obvious new user (applicable only 
to buildings capable of beneficial 

use). 
 

F Repair scheme in progress and 
(where applicable) end use or user 
functionally redundant buildings 

with new use agreed but not yet 
implemented. 

 
 
 

 
 

 

William Scott Abbott Trust 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

C Slow decay; no solution agreed. 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Contact details Owner: William Scott Abbott Trust 
Mike Rooney 

General Manager Sacrewell Farm & 
Country Centre, Thornhaugh, 

Peterborough, PE8 6HJ 
Direct Tel: 01780 781372 
Mob: 07971 268221 

mike.rooney@sacrewell.org.uk 
 

Conservation Officer 
Jim Daley 
Peterborough City Council. Town Hall, 

Bridge Street, Peterborough, PE1 1HF 
01733 747474 

builtenvironment@peterborough.gov.uk 

mailto:mike.rooney@sacrewell.org.uk
mailto:builtenvironment@peterborough.gov.uk


182 
 

 
English Heritage contact: John Ette 

24 Brooklands Avenue  Cambridge CB2 
8BU 

01223 583724 
john.ette@english-heritage.gov.uk  
 

Sarah Botfield   
Heritage Access Officer (HER) 

Planning Services 
Peterborough City Council 
Stuart House (East Wing) St John's Street 

Peterborough 
PE1 5DD 

  
Email: sarah.botfield@peterborough.gov.uk 
Telephone: 01733 453450 

 
Ian Parkin 

Parkin Heritage and Tourism 
Hill Cottage, Dittisham 

Dartmouth, Devon, TQ6 0HR 
Tel:  01803 722585 
Mobile: 07711 084013 

ian@ianparkin.co.uk 
 

Anita Hollinshead 
Telephone: 07876 166 742 
Email: anitahollinshead@hotmail.com 

 
Martin Watts 

1 Trinity Cottages, Cullompton, Devon 
EX15 1PE 
Tel: 01884 34676 

Email: martin.watts@virgin.net 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:ian.harper@english-heritage.gov.uk
mailto:sarah.botfield@peterborough.gov.uk
mailto:ian@ianparkin.co.uk
mailto:anitahollinshead@hotmail.com
mailto:martin.watts@virgin.net
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PETERBOROUGH CITY COUNCIL 

SITE NAME Sacrewell Mill and Mill House and Stables, Wansford 

PARISH: Wansford      

NGR  TF0789000063   PHER 50791  EHUID 50398  

 
CURRENT STATUS Con. Area N/k  Listed Grade II*  EHHAR No 

STATUTORY LIST DESCRIPTION FROM THE NATIONAL HERITAGE LIST 
FOR ENGLAND (NHLE) Date first listed: 28-Nov-1972 
 

1. 5141 THORNHAUGH GREAT NORTH ROAD 28.11.72 Sacrewell Mill and Mill 
House [formerly listed as Sacrewell Mill and Mill House (south of village) and 

stables TF 00 SE 9/604 II 2. Early C18 mill house and water mill dated 1755. 
Adjoining at right angles. All coursed stone with steeply pitched Collyweston 
stone roofs. The house has coped gable ends, and is a 2 storey and attic 3 

window range. C18 3-light casements with wooden lintels. Left hand C19 door. 
Three small C18 hipped dormers with moulded cornices. Centre and end stacks, 

tops rebuilt in brick. Outhouse at rear with hipped dormer. C18 wing to south-
west forming L-shaped plan, one storey and attic, 2 small gabled dormers and 
steeply pitched Collyweston stone roof with coped gable end. Water mill and 

stables adjoining at right angles to north-west. Very steeply pitched hipped 
Collyweston stone roof, 2 storeys and attic, 3 gabled dormers, loft door above 

ground floor door. Contains complete mill machinery in working order with a cast 
iron overshot wheel and pit wheel. There is great spur wheel and a timber main 

drive shaft and crown wheel. Two of the original 3 sets of stones remain. There 
is also a chain hoist operated by the main drive on a windlass principle. Storage 
bins, chutes and hopper all intact. Including a stable wing, now a garage, 

adjoining north of mill, attic range, also stone, with Collyweston stone roof.  
 

PREVIOUS REPORTS 

THE BATSFORD GUIDE TO INDUSTRIAL ARCHAEOLOGY OF EAST ANGLIA 

DAVID ALDERTON AND JOHN BOOKER 1980 

A small stone estate watermill with date stone 1755. 3 storey building with stone 

slated roof, and millers house attached. Mill contains a working pitch-back wheel 

16ft (4.9 m) diameter, 5 ft (1.5) breadth of  

CAMBRIDGESHIRE WINDMILLS AND WATERMILLS R.D. STEVENS 1985 

Located on a tributary of the River Nene. Sacrewell Mill. Three mills were 
recorded in the adjacent parish of Wittering of which this mill may have been 
one. 

 
Sacrewell Mill carries a date-stone inscribed 1755 but the site may be very 

ancient because there are remains of three Romano-British villas on Sacrewell 
Farm which show evidence of grain drying and malting. 
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It is built of local limestone and has a Collyweston slate roof. There is also an 
adjacent mill-house. The mill has four floors in the middle and has granaries at 

each end of two storeys each. It has a mill-pond, considerably higher than 
ground level at the mill, and branches to drive two wheels.  One of the wheels 

is- now missing but used to be 12 feet in diameter, drove two pairs of stones 
and was probably overshot. The present wheel is of the pitch-back type, dating 
from around 1865, and is 16 feet in diameter, four feet wide and is built of 

cast iron and wood. 
The pit-wheel is surprisingly one iron casting and is 9 feet in diameter. There 

were three pairs of under-driven stones of which two pairs remain. There is also 
a crown-wheel which latterly drove a roller mixer. On the second floor are grain 
bins and the sack hoist bollard. This is, unusually for this district, a vertical 

extension of the upright-shaft, and the hoist chain passes via pulleys up to the 
attic and then down through the mill. There is also a Bramford dresser in the 

mill. The primary gearing is all in fine working order. 
 
In the mill and nearby is an extensive collection of implements and domestic 

utensils. In 1982, Mrs Gwynne Genders donated her "Grassyard Collection" to 
the Royal Agricultural Society and these are on display together with hand tools 

and bygones from the Peterborough Farm Machinery Preservation Society. The 
mill and collections are open to the public. 

 

SACREWELL MILL, THORNHAUGH, PETERBOROUGH A REPORT ON THE 
MILL AND ITS WORKING PARTS MARTIN WATTS 2012 

 
The present mill building is considered to date from the mid-eighteenth century; 

among several inscribed stones in the fabric of the mill building one bears the 
date 1755 and there is a stone neatly inscribed with the date 1747 on the 
outside of the bakehouse. At some stage the south wall of the mill has been 

opened up at stone floor level, to allow passage between the mill and the floor 
over the bakehouse to the south. Originally this would have been closed with a 

wall or partition between the waterwheel and the millstones, and the horizontal 
shaft driven off the downstream side of the crown wheel would most likely have 
prevented or restricted access along the east side of the stone floor into the 

south extension.  
 

PRESENT USE  

This mill is part of the Sacrewell Farm & Country Centre a visitor attraction.  

CONDITION  

SITE BACKGROUND 

This mill is one of the few remaining watermills within Cambridgeshire that are 

complete, capable of work and have a live water supply. It is part of a complete 

set of mill buildings including the mill house, stable and barns. There is a 

Heritage Lottery Funded project to conserve and restore the mill so it can be 

used as both an educational resource and a source of enjoyment for the local 
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community. The scheme will protect and enhance a nationally significant and 

locally valued heritage asset and educational facility. 

FIELD SURVEY 2012   

This is covered in Martin Watts’ report 

PRIORITY Although much repair work was carried out between 1990 and 1993 

very little maintenance has been carried out on the building and the machinery 

since there are therefore there are significant issues with both if the mill is not 

going to deteriorate further. The need for regular maintenance on mills which 

part building and part machine is highlighted here. 

SITE COMPONENTS 

Term Period Material Importance 
(H/M/L) 

Watermill 
(including 

machinery) 

C.19  and 
C.18 

Brick/timber/coursed 
Barnack limestone 

/cast iron and 
Collyweston slate 

High 

Mill House 
(listed 

together) 
 

C19 Coursed Barnack 
limestone with 

Collyweston slate. 

Medium 
 

 
 

Barns and 
stable block 
(listed 

together) 

C.19 Coursed Barnack 
limestone with 
Collyweston slate 

Medium 

 

 

ARCHEOLOGICAL POTENTIAL 

As mentioned in Cambridgeshire Windmills and Watermills (Stevens) 1985 there 

are remains of Romano British villas on the farm which show evidence of grain 

drying and malting this should be a subject of an archaeological survey as this 

indicates activities possibly related to milling which predate the present mill. 

SITE SIGNIGIFICANCE 

The significance of this mill is two-fold, the mechanical completeness as well as 

the group value of the mill and the related buildings 
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RECOMMENDENDED ACTION9 

Sacrewell Mill has been maintained in turning order to the present, but the 

waterwheel and working parts are now generally in need of some repairs and a 

general overhaul (see itemised schedule below)  

There is generally a good atmosphere in Sacrewell Mill and the traditional 

appearance of the working parts needs to be maintained, with any repairs and 

renewals undertaken with a sympathetic touch, using traditional materials and 

methods  

There is a build-up of surplus grease, debris and some clutter, particularly within 

the ground floor Hurst area and around the millstones at stone floor level. In any 

mill that grinds regularly, whether for demonstration, animal feed or for human 

consumption, a good mill-keeping programme is essential, to ensure grain and 

meal spillages are cleared up and debris (such as empty oil containers) are 

cleared away. There is excessive grease on some of the gears and some grease 

has been applied where it is not necessary, such as the damsel and sack hoist 

chain. A lubrication schedule should be prepared and applied  

There is some standing water on the floor at the back of the hurst by rear wall, 

presumably from leakage through the pit wall from the wheelpit area, or possibly 

from the dam behind the mill. This needs to be addressed  

The present guarding around the hurst and machinery at ground floor level and 

the millstones at first floor level, may be practical, but it restricts physical access 

for staff/volunteers working and maintaining the mill, and also visual access for 

visitors. The extent and design of the guarding therefore needs to be 

reconsidered  

It is understood that only one pair of millstones is required to work, as at 

present. The option to commission the second pair should be kept open, 

however, although reinstating the millstone furniture would slightly restrict 

visitor access through to the south end at first floor level. It would, however, be 

feasible to revise the circulation within the mill if this option was taken up in the 

future  

In order to grind grain for human consumption, some compromises and 

upgrading of some elements will be necessary. The process of milling with 

millstones is basically straightforward and the sealing of timber components and 

spout work, to reduce the risk of contamination, can be carried out 

unobtrusively. As mentioned above, a good mill-keeping and milling 

management programme will be essential. It is recommended that a dedicated 

trained miller is appointed to manage and oversee the milling process, to ensure 

                                                           
9
 From Sacrewell Mill, Thornhaugh, Peterborough A Report On The Mill And Its Working Parts  

For The William Scott Abbott Trust Martin Watts  2012 
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that safety and hygiene standards are upheld and that a consistent product is 

made.  

The visitor experience needs to be enhanced. At present there is a large amount 

of mixed interpretation, which amounts to visual clutter. On entering the mill at 

ground floor level, the machinery is almost invisible because of the guarding and 

plethora of signs fixed to it (see photograph). It is important to allow the 

machinery to speak for itself, with good visibility and considered low key 

interpretation to which visitors can refer, rather than having large intrusive and 

inconsistent signs labelling some of the working parts. Lighting is also an 

important consideration. 

The displays of miscellaneous items – traps, lamps, casting patterns and some 

items of mill machinery, stone furniture etc. – which occupy the first floor 

extensions at both ends of the mill, appear rather tired and neglected. These 

displays need to be re-thought (are they relevant?) and the objects that form 

them need to be curated and conserved if they are to be retained. It would also 

be of interest to provenance these items, if that is now possible, and to display 

or interpret them in a way that is appropriate to Sacrewell Mill  

Similarly the potential of the bakehouse and miller’s house needs to be 

exploited. The bakehouse in particular is an important survival with obvious 

close links to the mill and its products. There is a current move towards the 

introduction of working crafts bakeries in association with mills, as at 

Rebournbury Mill, St Albans, Hertfordshire, and Cotehele Mill, Cornwall, and 

there is great potential for a similar development at Sacrewell  

It is always difficult to decide to what time period an historic building should be 

restored and displayed. The Philosophy of the Mills Section of the Society for the 

Protection of Ancient Buildings states:  

The aim of repair should be to retain and maintain as much as possible of the 

existing structure and machinery in order to preserve the historical and technical 

integrity of each mill. As a general rule, a mill should be repaired to the same 

appearance as when it last worked, a rule that applies as much to the interior as 

to the exterior.  

With that in mind, the World War II / mid-20th century theme could be followed 

through in the mill, where all the appropriate elements survive. This period of 

recent history has been used to good effect in part of the miller’s house 

although, as with the displays in the mill, the furniture and artefacts in the 

‘period’ room need to be curated and re-displayed to better effect  

While removal of the Bamford plate mill and the mixer would create more space 

at first floor level, these machines are part of the recent history of the mill. They 

are also technically included in the listing of the mill as an historic building and 

consent would therefore be required for their removal. If the ‘last working 
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layout’ principle is followed, then both the Bamford mill and the grain mixer, 

with the intermediate drive set-up, would be considered part of this. The 

Bamford mill could be used to produce animal feed for the farm and the mixer 

could also be used for this, or alternatively refurbished and used to extend the 

range of milled products for human consumption at some future date  

Some compromises will need to be made, particularly if milling wholemeal flour 

for human consumption is to take place. Such compromises would include secure 

vermin-proof storage for grain and milled products, a dedicated bagging up area, 

and facilities for staff hand-washing. It is considered, however, that there is 

adequate space within the upper floor of the mill (for storage) and the adjoining 

buildings to accommodate this. 

The present visitor route is guided by the use of signs with hens on them. While 

this image may be appropriate for a farm, it is perhaps less so for a mill. Rats or 

mice, or even a mill cat, would be more appropriate. The visitor route through 

and around the mill and other buildings will depend to a certain extent on what 

the other buildings are used for and where visitor access is required. When 

displaying and interpreting the mill, however, good access to the mill pond is 

essential, as well as safe visual access to the waterwheel and working parts at 

all levels  

It has been suggested that the disused north wheelpit could be brought back 

into commission to house a hydro-electric plant. This would carry the story of 

water-power forward and provide an appropriate use for what at present is a 

rather dead space. The cast-iron pentrough over the northern pit should be 

retained and conserved in situ. The installation of hydro plant is likely to require 

some compromises, regular maintenance and the need to keep the headrace and 

tailrace channels clear of weeds, debris etc.  

It is considered that further research into the history and development of 

Sacrewell Mill, including a detailed vernacular building survey and interpretation 

of the bakehouse and miller’s house, would serve to put the buildings into a 

good historical context and would help to inform interpretation and provide a 

solid basis for planning the upgrading and re-use of the buildings. It is likely that 

much useful background information may be available in the Trust’s archive or 

files which would be worth investigating. 

MANAGEMENT 

The mill is owned by the William Scott Abbott Trust and the site is currently 

managed by Mike Rooney who has good contacts with experienced mill experts 

including Martin Watts (Millwright) and the author of this report. 

GRADING  

*** Site of National Significance 
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MAP 

 

 

2011 O.S. Map 1:2500 
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1990 © Mills Archive Trust 

 

2012 © Simon Hudson 
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SOURCES OF INFORMATION 

Published works 

David Alderton and John Booker The Batsford Guide To Industrial Archaeology Of 

East Anglia 1980 

R.D. Stevens Cambridgeshire Windmills and Watermills Cambridge CWWS 1985 

Martin Watts Sacrewell Watermill Thornhaugh, Peterborough A Report On The 

Mill And Its Working Parts For The William Scott Abbott Trust 2012. 
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Initial Assessment 

Barnack Windmill 

 

© Copyright Andy Gilbert and licensed for reuse under this Creative Commons Licence. 

Parish Barnack 
District Peterborough City Council 

Location, Address, Post Code NGR 49886 
EHUID 50398 
CHER  

Designation (Listing/Ancient 
Monument, Conservation Area) 

Listed Grade II 

Heritage At Risk Register year(s) No 
Statutory list description 1. 5141 BARNACK STAMFORD ROAD 

Barnack Windmill (formerly listed under 

Pilsgate) TF 00 SE 9/98 19.3.62 II GV 2. 
Circa 1797. Last in use in 1914. Restored 

1959-62. Tower Mill in coursed stone with 
battered walls. Metal clad ogee shaped 
cap. Arms of the rails remain and part of 

the fantail. Five storeys. Small flat arched 
window openings and ground and first floor 

doorways. Interior: complete set of 
machinery intact. 
 

Listing NGR: TF0693504871 
 

Condition 
 

1. extensive significant 
problems  

2. generally unsatisfactory 

with major localised 
problems  

3. generally satisfactory but 
with significant localised 
problems  

4. generally satisfactory but 
with minor localised 

problems  
5. optimal  
6. unknown  

 
 

3.generally satisfactory but with significant 
localised problems 
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Occupancy 

 
 

• vacant  
• part occupied  
• occupied  

• unknown  
• not applicable  

 

N/A 

Vulnerability  
Ownership 

 
 

PRIORITY 
 
A. Immediate risk of further rapid 

deterioration or loss of fabric; no 
solution agreed.  

 
B. Immediate risk of further rapid 

deterioration or loss of fabric; 
solution agreed but not yet 
implemented. 

  
C Slow decay; no solution agreed.  

 
D Slow decay; solution agreed but 
not yet implemented.  

 
E Under repair or in fair to good 

repair, but no user identified; or 
under threat of vacancy with no 
obvious new user (applicable only 

to buildings capable of beneficial 
use). 

 
F Repair scheme in progress and 
(where applicable) end use or user 

functionally redundant buildings 
with new use agreed but not yet 

implemented. 
 
 

 
 

 
 

The Marquis of Exeter Burghley House 

Estate 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

C Slow decay; no solution agreed. 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Contact details owner: The Marquis of Exeter 

Burghley House Estate Office 
61 High Street,  

St. Martins, Stamford PE9 2LQ,  
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01780 752075. 
Conservation Officer 

Jim Daley 
Peterborough City Council. Town Hall, 

Bridge Street, Peterborough, PE1 1HF 
01733 747474 
builtenvironment@peterborough.gov.uk 

 
English Heritage contacts: John Ette 

01223 583724 
john.ette@english-heritage.gov.uk  
 

Quinton Carroll 
Head of Cambridgeshire Historical 

Environment Record and County 
Archaeologist Box CC 1008 
Castle Court Shire Hall Cambridge 

CB3 0AP  
01223 728564 

quinton.carroll@cambridgshire.gov.uk 
 

Sarah Botfield  BA (Hons), MPhil 
Heritage Access Officer (HER) 
Planning Services 

Peterborough City Council 
Stuart House (East Wing) St John's Street 

Peterborough 
PE1 5DD 
Telephone: 01733 453450 

Email: sarah.botfield@peterborough.gov.uk 
 

Rebecca Casa-Hatton (city archaeologist) 
Planning Services 
Peterborough City Council 

Stuart House (East Wing), St John's Street 
Peterborough 

PE1 5DD 
01733 864702 
rebecca.casa-hatton@peterborough.gov.uk 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:builtenvironment@peterborough.gov.uk
mailto:ian.harper@english-heritage.gov.uk
mailto:quinton.carroll@cambridgshire.gov.uk
mailto:sarah.botfield@peterborough.gov.uk
mailto:rebecca.casa-hatton@peterborough.gov.uk
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PETERBOROUGH CITY COUNCIL 

SITE NAME Barnack Windmill 

PARISH: Barnack      

NGR  TF0789000063   PHER 00052  EHUID 50398  

 
CURRENT STATUS Con. Area N/k  Listed Grade II  EHHAR No 

STATUTORY LIST DESCRIPTION FROM THE NATIONAL HERITAGE LIST 
FOR ENGLAND (NHLE) Date first listed: 19-Mar-1962 
 

1. 5141 BARNACK STAMFORD ROAD Barnack Windmill (formerly listed under 
Pilsgate) TF 00 SE 9/98 19.3.62 II GV 2. Circa 1797. Last in use in 1914. 

Restored 1959-62. Tower Mill in coursed stone with battered walls. Metal clad 
ogee shaped cap. Arms of the rails remain and part of the fantail. Five storeys. 
Small flat arched window openings and ground and first floor doorways. Interior: 

complete set of machinery intact. 
 

PREVIOUS REPORTS 

THE WINDMILLS OF CAMBRIDGESHIRE REX WAILES  

EXCERPT TRANSACTIONS FROM THE NEWCOMEN SOCIETY VOL. XXVII, 

1949-50 AND 1950-51   

1925 Derelict 1950 Derelict 

In this paper there are various references to Barnack Windmill. These include its 

construction with ‘the famous limestone’. The wooden windshaft is noted as 

being the largest in the county (22 in diameter at the brake wheel end and 20 in 

at the tail end). The clasp arm brake wheel has iron teeth in a continuous 

machine moulded ring; previous to that it had iron teeth cast in segments, and 

originally it had two sets of staggered cogs. The great spur wheel is noted as 

being the largest in the county at 10 ft. diameter with widest face of cogs at 7 ½ 

in. The governors controlled two pairs of stones 

ARTHUR C. SMITH, SURVEY OF HUNTINGDON AND PETERBOROUGH 

1976 

30 SEPT 
1972 

BARNACK 
TF 069049 

Tower Preserved 
In good 
condition. 

Grey stone 
tower (tar 

nearly worn 
off), new 
aluminium 

covered 
ogee cap 

Half mile 
west of 
village. Set 

back from 
country 

road at end 
of track in 
field with 

house and 
farm 
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with ball 

finial, sail 
stocks, fan 
cradle.       

3 pairs of 
stones and 

gear: 
medium 
size           

5 storeys. 

buildings. 

Private 

 

THE BATSFORD GUIDE TO INDUSTRIAL ARCHAEOLOGY OF EAST ANGLIA 

DAVID ALDERTON AND JOHN BOOKER 1980 

Fine stone-built 5 storey tower mill with ogee cap, sails and fantail dilapidated: 

most of internal gearing and shafting survives. 

CAMBRIDGESHIRE WINDMILLS AND WATERMILLS R.D. STEVENS 1985 

This is by far the most complete windmill in the county north of Ely.  

 
Historical details about this mill have proved difficult to obtain. It is owned by 

the Burleigh (sic.) Estate and was last used in 1914. 
 
The mill was derelict by 1925 but the fine Barnack limestone tower saved it from 

structural decay. It carries an aluminium clad cap with a tall pointed finial. The 
stocks remain together with the sail whips - the sails used to be of the patent 

shuttered type. The fan-frame still carries the fan boss, axle and gears. The mill 
was extensively repaired in 1969. 
 

The wooden windshaft is the largest in the county and is fitted with an iron poll-
end. The wooden brakewheel has a set of teeth cast in a continuous moulded  

ring and appears to have had two sets of teeth originally with staggered cogs. 
The wallower is all-wooden and so too the upright shaft and great spur wheel, a 

massive structure, which also has a set of teeth on its upper face for the sack 
hoist and auxiliary drives. The three sets of stones are overdriven and each is 
fitted with a governor. An unusual feature is that the base of the upright shaft 

rests on a massive beam traversing the stone floor.  
 

The mill is open to the public at reasonable times. 
 
PRESENT USE  

This mill is part of the Burghley Estate and is a local landmark feature. 

CONDITION  

Although significant work was carried out on this mill in 1969, it does not appear 

as though much work has been carried out since. 

SITE BACKGROUND 
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This mill is last of the complete windmills built in Cambridgeshire which follow 

the millwrighting traditions of the adjoining county of Lincolnshire with its ogee 

cap. There is also a watermill (listed separately) in the village 

FIELD SURVEY   A full field survey for this mill is needed. This has not been 

possible within the time constraints of this project. 

PRIORITY  

This will be more accurately assessed after the site visit. 

SITE COMPONENTS 

Term Period Material Importance 
(H/M/L) 

Windmill 
(including 

machinery) 

C.18 timber/coursed 
Barnack limestone and 

cast iron  

High 

Mill House 

(listed 
separately) 
 

early C19 Coursed Barnack 

limestone with 
Collyweston slate. 

Medium 

 
 
 

Watermill 
(now 

machinery 
and listed 

separately) 

C.18 Coursed Barnack 
limestone with 

Collyweston slate 

Medium/Low 

 

ARCHEOLOGICAL POTENTIAL 

The complete buildings of the windmill, the watermill (despite the latter now 

having no machinery) and mill house make a significant group. Further 

investigations are needed into whether the mills share a common millwrighting 

and milling history. 

SITE SIGNIGIFICANCE 

The significance of this mill is two-fold, the mechanical completeness as well as 

the group value of the mill and the related buildings 

RECOMMENDENDED ACTION 

It is recommended that the mill is upgraded to Grade II* to reflect its 

mechanical completeness.  

MANAGEMENT 

The mill is owned by the Marquis of Exeter and is part of the Burghley House 

Estate. A meeting with the Conservation Officer and a representative from the 

Estate is planned to discuss any conservation issues after the site visit. 
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GRADING *** Site of National Significance 

MAP 

 

2011 O.S. Map 1:2500 
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Undated post card probably early C20  

 

 

2004 © Copyright Ajay Tegala and licensed for reuse under this Creative Commons Licence 
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SOURCES OF INFORMATION 

Published works 

David Alderton and John Booker The Batsford Guide To Industrial Archaeology Of 

East Anglia 1980 

R.D. Stevens Cambridgeshire Windmills and Watermills Cambridge CWWS 1985 

Archives 

The City of Peterborough Archives and the Mills Archive 
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Initial Assessment 

Hooks Mill Guilden Morden 

 

© Simon Hudson 

Parish Guilden Morden 
District South Cambridgeshire 

Location, Address, Post Code NGR Guilden Morden, Cambridgeshire SG8 
0LE TL2707645246 

EHUID 52546 
CHER 02273 
Designation (Listing/Ancient 

Monument, Conservation Area) 

Listed Grade II 

Heritage At Risk Register year(s) No 

Statutory list description TL 24 NE GUILDEN MORDEN POTTON 
ROAD 
(South-west side) 

1/141 Hooks Mill and 
engine house 

18.7.86 
GV II 

 
Water mill. Late C18 with later 
alterations and C19 engine house. 

Brick 
with tarred brick plinth timber framed, 

weather boarded and painted, C19 
gault brick. Plain tiled and slated roofs. 
Two storeys with attics and wheel 

house; engine house to left hand with 
tall tapering rectangular 

stack. Two halved, boarded doors with 
loft door below gabled sack hoist 
projecting above eaves. Two ground 

floor and two first floor casement 
windows. Interior; complete, iron 

wheel, wallower and pit-wheel, 
upright-shaft and iron great spur wheel 
with wooden teeth, four pairs of under 

driven stones; floor dressers, weighing 
machines, sack hoist and grain 

hoppers. Small office at first floor with 
ledger desk. The mill was called 
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Hokes Melne in 1381, it was last used 
in c.1935. 

 
Stevens, R: Cambridge Windmills and 

Watermills 1985 
 
 

Listing NGR: TL2707645246 
Condition 

 
1.extensive significant problems  
2.generally unsatisfactory with 3.major 

localised problems 4.generally 
satisfactory but with significant 

localised problems  
5.generally satisfactory but with minor 
localised problems  

6.optimal  
7. unknown  

 

 

1.extensive significant problems  
 

 

Occupancy 

 
 
• vacant  

• part occupied  
• occupied  

• unknown  
• not applicable  
 

N/A 

Vulnerability  
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Ownership 
 

 
PRIORITY 

 
A. Immediate risk of further rapid 
deterioration or loss of fabric; no 

solution agreed.  
 

B. Immediate risk of further rapid 
deterioration or loss of fabric; solution 
agreed but not yet implemented. 

  
C Slow decay; no solution agreed.  

 
D Slow decay; solution agreed but not 
yet implemented.  

 
E Under repair or in fair to good repair, 

but no user identified; or under threat 
of vacancy with no obvious new user 

(applicable only to buildings capable of 
beneficial use). 
 

F Repair scheme in progress and 
(where applicable) end use or user 

functionally redundant buildings with 
new use agreed but not yet 
implemented. 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Miss Carter 
 

 
 

 
A. Immediate risk of further rapid 
deterioration or loss of fabric; no 

solution agreed. 
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SOUTH CAMBRIDGESHIRE 

SITE NAME Hooks Mill and Engine House, Guilden Morden 

PARISH: Guilden Morden      

NGR TL2707645246  CHER 02273  EHUID 52546 

 
CURRENT STATUS Con. Area No  Listed Grade II  EHHAR No 

STATUTORY LIST DESCRIPTION FROM THE NATIONAL HERITAGE LIST 
FOR ENGLAND (NHLE) Date first listed: 18-Jul-1986 
 

Water mill. Late C18 with later alterations and C19 engine house. Brick with 
tarred brick plinth timber framed, weather boarded and painted, C19 gault brick. 

Plain tiled and slated roofs. Two storeys with attics and wheel house; engine 
house to left hand with tall tapering rectangular stack. Two halved, boarded 
doors with loft door below gabled sack hoist projecting above eaves. Two ground 

floor and two first floor casement windows. Interior; complete, iron wheel, 
wallower and pit-wheel, upright-shaft and iron great spur wheel with wooden 

teeth, four pairs of under driven stones; floor dressers, weighing machines, sack 
hoist and grain hoppers. Small office at first floor with ledger desk.  
 

The mill was called Hokes Melne in 1381; it was last used in c.1935. 
 

PREVIOUS REPORTS 

CAMBRIDGESHIRE WINDMILLS AND WATERMILLS R.D. STEVENS 1985 

Located on River Rhee. Hook's Mill. Two mills are mentioned at Mordune. In 

1381 it was called Hokesmelne.  

The present mill was worked together with a windmill, which still stands nearby. 

In 1892 it was owned by Mr A. Saunderson. A very informative auction notice of 

1919 gave the following details:-  

"Freehold Water Grist Mill and 12hp oil engine, residence, farmery, brick tower 

windmill and 24 acres of productive and. Bin floor with sack tackle and lucam. 

Stone floor with 2pr French burr, 2pr barley peak stones and fittings belonging. 

Ground floor with nearly new waterwheel, 13ft. dia. and 8ft. wide, gearing 

including that for working exhaust, straps, bean and oat crusher (Bamford and 

Perkins), 10ft. silk flour dresser and weighing machine. An adjoining engine shed 

with 12hp oil engine (Blackstone) including 6 ton steam boiler, convenient 

dwelling house, farm and windmill." 

It all sold for £1060 to a Mr Huckle in 1935 but soon fell into disuse. 

It changed hands again 

The water-driven part is weatherboarded, with a tiled roof and lucam. At one 

end is a tractor shed, which housed the steam and oil engines, and also a square 
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chimney. The head-race is now filled-in and the water diverted. The loading 

door, remarkably, still has its hinged sack slide in position. Inside are the 

relatively modern iron wheel, wallower and pit-wheel, upright-shaft and iron 

great spur wheel with wooden teeth. On the first floor are four pairs of under-

driven stones, two of which could be driven by the engines next door via belts 

and pulleys. Still intact throughout the mill are also a flour dresser, oat crusher, 

parts of cup elevators, a weighing machine, the sack hoist, a root mangle and 

sacks. Also of note is a small office on the stone floor and three grain hoppers on 

the bin floor. 

THE BATSFORD GUIDE TO INDUSTRIAL ARCHAEOLOGY OF EAST ANGLIA 

DAVID ALDERTON AND JOHN BOOKER 1980 

Hook’s Mills Almost every milling power-source on one site. Watermill has steel 

wheel of c. 1924 c.10ft (3.1m) diameter and the same breadth. At one timethere 

was an alternative steam engine, the chimney for this survives. More recently a 

4 cylinder Blackstone diesel installed. All equipment present is including 4 pairs 

of stones, sifter elevators. Last used 1935.  Building timber with brick mill 

house. 

SOUTH CAMBRIDGESHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL WATERMILL SURVEY 

1986 

WATER MILL 
 
NAME ADDRESS       PARISH 

HOOKS MILL       GUILDEN MORDEN 
 

OWNERS Misses Carter - Telephone (95) 852251 
 
MATERIALS Tarred brick, white painted weather boarding to timber frame of four 

bays. 
 

PLAN Two floors and an attic. Ground floor (or meal floor). First floor 
(stone floor). Attic floor (bin floor). Wheel house to east with dividing 
brick wall from ground floor to west, pit for pit wheel within ground floor 

area with protective wooden partitions and inspection door to north end. The 
C19th machinery partly cuts into the wall of the wheel house; a doorway to the 

south leads to a platform beside the internal sluice ladders with cloths 
pinned to the underside (to save spilled corn) connect each floor level. The 
gantry at attic level is positioned above the first floor door with a hinged 

external platform. Main entrance to mill at ground floor to north west. 
There are small doors at first floor for communication to the engine house, 

and at ground floor to the mill house. The enine house (now a tractor shed) 
and its tapering square planned stack was added in the late C19th. 
 

WATERCOURSES Located on the River Rhee, the natural river follows the 
county and parish boundary (see Ordnance Survey). The mill leat and drains 
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may be an eighteenth century rationalisation of former watercourses to the mill. 
The water table was lowered in circa 1950 and the 'spread' to the south west 

was cultivated. The water formerly entered the south west wall of the mill 
through three sluices to the internal sluice operated by a gear wheel in ·the 

wheel house wall to the over shot cast iron wheel. 
 
INTERNAL DETAILS. DESCRIPTIONS OF EACH FLOOR LEVEL 

Ground floor (meal floor). East end: cast iron pit wheel and wallower with main 
shaft to great spur wheel and inner spur wheel both with apple wood cogs. Four 

stone nuts (disengaged), two supported on added cross beams and one to rear 
sunk into brickwork of wheel house. Four grinding stones underdriven and 
countersunk into first floor. Four meal chutes with cloth end covers; wooden 

knobs on posts nearby for sacks. West end: balance beside the door hung by a 
chain from first floor beam with two weighing platforms. To left hand a meal mill 

suspended from first floor with five chutes from wooden box containing a 
drive-shaft and 'silks' for sieving the flour, driven by belts from inner 
spur wheel, bearings with small inverted gravity oil flask; chute for meal or 

flour to left hand corner rises to attic floor bins. South side: suspended 
from first floor cast iron rolling mill driven from inner spur wheel and with 

belt in situ. Leather hinged boards to trap doors with chain to sack hoist in 
situ. 

Loose items. Pulley and chain (post for moving stones).carriage lamp. wooden 
handle for bill. two horse haymes. Hand seed drill with iron wheels and wooden 
seed box. Large and small mesh sieves. Iron trident (Five spears) for catching 

eels. Two meal mashers. Leather horse harness. Bushel measure with iron rims 
and excise marked. 

 
First floor (stone floor) and office. Four complete pairs of stones with 
millstone grit bedding stones and French Burr grinding stones, encased in 

wooden boxes with inspection doors, projecting damsels to feed shoes and 
hoppers. Corn chutes from flour bins situated in attic Eloor. Sack hoist in 

situ and in working order. Grinding stone with wooden tilt for cutting bills in 
south wall. Wooden vent in attic floor to drum with opening in east gable 
possibly inserted to satisfy a 'clean air' factory act. (Factory Acts displayed at 

ground floor). 
 

Loose items. Mill stone grit stone on sacks in process of being dressed, 'many 
heights' wedge used to slowly jack up mill stone, bill for cutting stones, masons 
wedge, two Burr stones against west wall and office wall, one mill stone grit 

stone uncut against north wall. One damsel. Large quantity of two cwt. corn 
sacks. Office with desk full of invoices, shelf with two ink bottles of pot. Carved 

on beam - ID 1742  
 
Attic floor (bin floor). Clearly of four bays, western bay lined for a meal bin for a 

meal mill at ground floor. Gantry bays with chutes to stone floor, wooden ramp 
to end bins Date ID 1742 carved on roof purlin. 

 
DOCUMENTS AND HISTORY – Hoekes Melne in 1381, last used in circa 1935 
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COMMENTS –The Whole structure is in need of careful renovation and repair. 
Work is about to begin on repairing the roof. The interior is very complete and 

therefore great care should be taken to disturb the fittings as little as possible. 
 

5.11.86 

PRESENT USE Redundant 

CONDITION Poor, generally unsatisfactory with major localised problems 

SITE BACKGROUND 

This site represents a possibly unique survival of milling history certainly locally 

and possibly nationally in that the surviving buildings represent the three motive 

power sources used in traditional mills from medieval times to the mid-19th 

Century i.e. Wind water and steam power. It is with the possible exception of 

Bottisham Watermill see page … the most important un restored watermill in the 

county. 

FIELD SURVEY A full field survey for this mill is needed. This has not been 

possible within the time constraints of this project. 

PRIORITY Immediate risk of further rapid deterioration or loss of fabric; no 

solution agreed. 

SITE COMPONENTS 

Term Period Material Importance 

(H/M/L) 

Watermill 

(including 
machinery) 

C.19 poss. 

C.18 

Brick/timber/cast and  High 

Windmill 
(machinery 
removed and 

listed 
separately) 

C.19 Brick and timber Low 

Mill House 
(listed 

separately) 
 

C19 and C18 Possibly timber framed 
With C19 gault brick 

casing. Slated steeply 
pitched roof 

Medium 

 

ARCHEOLOGICAL POTENTIAL 

It is known that a mill has stood on this site since at least 1381An archaeological 

survey of both the existing buildings and the remains of the watercourses here 

could have value in gaining a greater understanding both of this site and other 

water mill sites in the county. 

SITE SIGNIGIFICANCE 
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This one of the few remaining complete and un restored watermills within the 

county. Despite some remedial work having been carried out recently (? when) 

There is still an immediate risk of further rapid deterioration or loss of fabric; no 

solution agreed. 

 

RECOMMENDENDED ACTION 

Due to its mechanical completeness this mill is recommended for upgrading of 

its listing to II*.  A meeting with the conservation officer (South Cambridgeshire 

DC) is and the owner is planned to discuss matters further. There is a possibility 

of a small grant being made available from the SPAB Mill Repair Fund towards 

further holding repairs. It is strongly recommended for inclusion on the 2013 

Heritage at Risk Register. 

MANAGEMENT 

The mill is currently owned by Miss Carter the daughter of the last miller. There 

are a number of areas of concern if the mill is not to fall into greater disrepair, 

although any proposed works must be very carefully considered given the very 

special nature of this site.  

GRADING  

**** Site of Major National and International Significance 
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MAP 

 

 

2011 O.S. Map 1:2500 
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1936 © Mills Archive Trust 

 

2013 © Simon Hudson 

SOURCES OF INFORMATION 

Published works 

David Alderton and John Booker The Batsford Guide To Industrial Archaeology Of 

East Anglia 1980 

R.D. Stevens Cambridgeshire Windmills and Watermills Cambridge CWWS 1985 

Barbara Clarke South Cambridgeshire District Council Watermill Survey 1986 

 

Archives 

The Cambridgeshire Collection, Cambridgeshire Archives, and the Mills Archive 
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Initial Assessment 

Hinxton Watermill and Millers' Cottage, Hinxton 

 

2012 ©Cambridgeshire Past Present and Future 

Parish Hinxton 
District South Cambridgeshire 

Location, Address, Post Code NGR Mill Lane, Hinxton, Cambridgeshire 
CB10 1RD TL4931345249 

EHUID 51047 

CHER 03244 
Designation (Listing/Ancient 

Monument, Conservation Area) 

Listed Grade II  

 
Heritage At Risk Register year(s) No  
Statutory list description TL 4845 HINXTON MILL LANE 20/186 

24.11.77 Hinxton Watermill and Miller's 
Cottage GV II Watermill and attached 

cottage. Cottage C17 with additions 
c.1766 (dated stack). Mill late C18 with 
C19 alterations. Timber-framed, 

plastered and weatherboarded; C19 
gault brick. Thatched, pantiled and 

corrugated iron roofs. Buildings 
forming an L-plan. Mill to north west 
two storeys and attic with added Day 

of two storeys linking north-south 
cottage range of one storey and attics. 

North elevation: Original mill 
weatherboarded with brick plinth. Loft 

door and boarded entrance door to left 
hand, double door to right of centre to 
wheelhouse, and loft door and boarded 

entrance door to extreme right. Two 
first floor and one ground floor twelve-

paned hung sash windows. Large hung 
sash window with margin glazing bars 
in segmental brick arch. Gable of 

cottage cased in brick with glazed door 
and large first floor hung sash window. 

East elevation of cottage with plain tall 
red brick stacks, to left and right hand, 
two ground floor twelve-paned hung 
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sash windows and two gabled dormer 
windows with casements. Interior: 

Original undershot mill wheel removed 
c.1914 and a "Little Giant" turbine, 

manufactured by J C Wilson & Co, 
Picton, Ontario (patented 1875) 
installed driving three mill stones; a lay 

shaft provides motive power to a sack 
hoist and water pump. Machine and 

corn bins chutes hoppers etc complete. 
The mill was last used in 1950 and is 
now owned by the Cambridge Cottage 

Preservation Society. V.C.H., Vol. VI, 
p226 

 
Listing NGR: TL4931345249 
Selected Sources 

1. Article  Reference - Author: LF 
Salzman - Title: The Victoria 

History of the County of 
Cambridgeshire and the Isle of 

Ely - Date: 1978 - Journal 
Title: The Victoria History of the 
Counties of England - Volume: 6 

- Page References: 226 
 

 
National Grid Reference: TL 49313 
45249 

 
 

Condition 
 

1. extensive significant 

problems  
2. generally unsatisfactory with 

major localised problems  
3. generally satisfactory but 

with significant localised 

problems  
4. generally satisfactory but 

with minor localised problems  
5. optimal  
6. unknown  

 

 
5. optimal 
 

. 
 

Occupancy 

 
 
• vacant  

• part occupied  
• occupied  

• unknown  

N/A 
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• not applicable  
 

Vulnerability Inclu  This mill included in the survey 
because it is believed that 

Cambridgeshire Past present and 
Future are considering options related 
to their future strategy for this and 

Bourn Windmill which they also own 
which they also own. 

Ownership 
 
 

PRIORITY 
 

A. Immediate risk of further rapid 
deterioration or loss of fabric; no 
solution agreed.  

 
B. Immediate risk of further rapid 

deterioration or loss of fabric; solution 
agreed but not yet implemented. 

  
C Slow decay; no solution agreed.  
 

D Slow decay; solution agreed but not 
yet implemented.  

 
E Under repair or in fair to good repair, 
but no user identified; or under threat 

of vacancy with no obvious new user 
(applicable only to buildings capable of 

beneficial use). 
 
F Repair scheme in progress and 

(where applicable) end use or user 
functionally redundant buildings with 

new use agreed but not yet 
implemented. 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Cambridgeshire Past Present and 
Future  
 

see vulnerability 
 

 
 
 

 

Contact details Owner:  Properties Manager Cambridge 
PPF Wandlebury Ring, Gog Magog Hills, 
Babraham, Cambs CB22 3AE 

 
01223 243830 

properties@cppf.org.uk 

mailto:properties@cppf.org.uk
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Conservation Officer: Stacey Weiser 
South Cambridgeshire District Council 

 
Tel 01954 713178 

stacey.weiser@scambs.gov.uk  
 
English Heritage contacts: John Ette 

01223 583724 
john.ette@english-heritage.gov.uk 

 
others 
Quinton Carroll 

Head of Cambridgeshire Historical 
Environment Record and County 

Archaeologist 
Box CC 1008  
Castle Court 

Shire Hall 
Cambridge 

CB3 0AP 
 

01223 728564 
quinton.carroll@cambridgshire.gov.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:stacey.weiser@scambs.gov.uk
mailto:ian.harper@english-heritage.gov.uk
mailto:quinton.carroll@cambridgshire.gov.uk
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SOUTH CAMBRIDGESHIRE 

SITE NAME Hinxton Watermill and Millers' Cottage, Hinxton 

PARISH: Hinxton      

NGR TL2707645246  CHER 02273  EHUID  52546 

 
CURRENT STATUS Con. Area No  Listed Grade II  EHHAR No 

STATUTORY LIST DESCRIPTION FROM THE NATIONAL HERITAGE LIST 
FOR ENGLAND (NHLE) Date first listed: Date first listed: 24-Nov-1977 
 

HINXTON MILL LANE 20/186 24.11.77 Hinxton Watermill and Miller's Cottage GV 
II Watermill and attached cottage. Cottage C17 with additions c.1766 (dated 

stack). Mill late C18 with C19 alterations. Timber-framed, plastered and 
weatherboarded; C19 gault brick. Thatched, pantiled and corrugated iron roofs. 
Buildings forming an L-plan. Mill to North West two storeys and attic with added 

bay of two storeys linking north-south cottage range of one storey and attics. 
North elevation: Original mill weatherboarded with brick plinth. Loft door and 

boarded entrance door to left hand, double door to right of centre to 
wheelhouse, and loft door and boarded entrance door to extreme right. Two first 
floor and one ground floor twelve-paned hung sash windows. Large hung sash 

window with margin glazing bars in segmental brick arch. Gable of cottage cased 
in brick with glazed door and large first floor hung sash window. East elevation 

of cottage with plain tall red brick stacks, to left and right hand, two ground floor 
twelve-paned hung sash windows and two gabled dormer windows with 

casements. Interior: Original undershot mill wheel removed c.1914 and a "Little 
Giant" turbine, manufactured by J C Wilson & Co, Picton, Ontario (patented 
1875) installed driving three mill stones; a lay shaft provides motive power to a 

sack hoist and water pump. Machine and corn bins chutes hoppers etc. 
complete. The mill was last used in 1950 and is now owned by the Cambridge 

Cottage Preservation Society. V.C.H., Vol. VI, p226 
 
PREVIOUS REPORTS 

A HISTORY OF THE COUNTY OF CAMBRIDGE AND THE ISLE OF ELY: 

VOLUME 6 1978 A. P. M. WRIGHT (EDITOR), ADRIENNE B. ROSEN, 

SUSAN M. KEELING, C. A. F. MEEKINGS 

There has been a corn-mill on the river at Hinxton since at least 1086, when 

three mills, worth 21s., 8s., and 4d. A year, were enumerated. a water-mill was 

shared between the manors in and after 1279. (By 1698 the millw as on its 

present site close to lordship farm, where it may well have stood since the 11th 

century. The wheel drove three pairs of stones in 1884. The mill was closed c. 

1950.  

 

 



216 
 

THE BATSFORD GUIDE TO INDUSTRIAL ARCHAEOLOGY OF EAST ANGLIA 

DAVID ALDERTON AND JOHN BOOKER 1980 

Fairly small brick and timber mil with thatched mill cottage attached. 

Waterwheel removed and replaced by a turbine c.1914 and this was in use until 

1955. Power from the turbine drove 3 pairs of stones via a rownwheel with cast 

iron gearing. Also drove cake-crusher and Tangye water pump, which supplied 

and the near farm. 

CAMBRIDGESHIRE WINDMILLS AND WATERMILLS R.D. STEVENS 1985 

Located on the River Cam. 

Four mills worth 25s are mentioned at Hintune. A mill at Hinxton was once used 

for seed crushing. Jabez Kemp was a flour miller at this mill in 1892. Around 

1915 the waterwheel was removed and replaced by a turbine. It was last used in 

1955 by the present tenant of the mill cottage, Mr. Croot, and his father, who 

once ran the windmill at Great Wilbraham. It is built of weatherboarded timber 

and brick and has three storeys, including the attic. The roof is clad in 

corrugated iron but may have been tiled or thatched. The mill cottage adjoining 

is thatched. 

The machinery is in fine order and includes a "Little Giant" 18 inch water turbine. 

The original upright-shaft and wallower survive but the drive from the turbine is 

conveyed directly to the great spur wheel by a separate vertical shaft. The three 

pairs of stones are over-driven from the great spur wheel and their fittings are 

intact. There is a lay-shaft for driving auxiliary machinery, now missing except 

for a Tangye horizontal water pump on the ground floor which was used to 

supply a nearby farm. In the attic is a sack hoist and along the central walk-way 

are the tops of five grain storage hoppers. The mill has been purchased by the 

Cambridge Preservation Society who hope to eventually return it to working 

order. 

SOUTH CAMBRIDGESHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL WATERMILL SURVEY 

1986 

HINXTON MILL 

Mill Lane 

HINXTON 

April, 1987 

OWNERS 

Cambridge Preservation Society, Wandlebury, Cambridge. 

Secretary: M. Francis Telephone 243830 
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MATERIALS Timber framed and weather boarded, painted white, 18th and 

19thcentury brick. Plain tiled and pantiled roofs. 

STRUCTURE AND PLAN Water mill. Four timber framed bays with wheel house 

to right of centre. Two storeys and attic. Brick extension of one bay and two 

storeys to left hand connecting with miller’s cottage. Walls and roof plastered 

between timbers. Side purlin roof with ridge piece, half hipped to right hand. 

Ladders of straight flights to each floor level; bin floor with galley floor raised 

above bins. Openings; double boarded doors on both floors in end bay to left 

hand and to right hand end bay. Three hung sash windows, double-leaf boarded 

doors to wheel house; attic window in apex of roof with view to 'Mouse', water 

indicator on farm barn. 

SITUATION On the River Cam, possibly on an 18th century cut by-passing the 

natural river and downstream of the earlier mill pond. Sluices connect this earlier 

pond and a drain to the mill stream, the overflow connect downstream with the 

natural river. The mill is closely associated with Lordship Farm which was 

originally moated. 

INTERNAL DETAILS The interior is largely intact and the machinery is in 

working order. The water wheel was replaced in1915 by a 'Little Giant' eighteen 

inch water turbine. The original wallower and upright shaft survive, but the drive 

to the great spur wheel is carried by a separate vertical shaft. The water is 

controlled by a sluice gate and turbine sluice gate, the water level is shown on 

aboard inside the mill. Three overdriven pairs of stones on the stone floor have 

round tuns, horses and hoppers and corn chutes. Sack hoist, controls and 

pulleys are complete. 

LOOSE ITEMS Corn and meal sacks marked Hinxton etc. stone. trolley, iron 

spanners, grinding stone, mill bills and thrifts in a rack, marking gauges, oil 

lamps. Step for moving stones, meal bins at ground level and meal bin with 

series of holes possibly for counting. 

HISTORICAL HOTES Possibly an 11th century site, by 1698 recorded close to 

Lordship Farm. In 1884 it had three pairs of stones and ground flour in 1892, 

Jabez Kemp was the miller. The mill was run until 1955 by Mr. Croot and his 

father who had run the windmill at Great Wilbraham; Mr. Croot lives in the 

adjacent cottage. The Cambridgeshire Preservation Trust has recently renovated 

the building and restored the machinery to working order with R. H. Partnership, 

Architects, of Cambridge. 

COMMENTS The mill is in excellent condition. Some water seepage in the wall 

near the wheel house is shortly to receive some attention 

DATE: 21.5.87 

PRESENT USE As with the other mill owned by Cambridge Past Present and 

Future (Bourn Windmill see page 180) this mill is mainly used as an educational 
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resource for both schools and adult groups. A number of cultural events take 

place in an around the mill each year. 

CONDITION  

Optimal, although the mill is capable of work, it only makes flour for 

demonstration purposes 

SITE BACKGROUND 

This mill and miller’s cottage are an excellent example of a rural mill.  

FIELD SURVEY 2012  

The corn mill on the River Cam at Hinxton is built on a very old site and is 

probably the one mentioned in the Domesday Survey as being "worth 8 

shillings". The present building was constructed in the 18th century, whilst the 

adjoining cottage was built in the 17th century; an inscribed date of 1766 was 

found during repair work in the 1980s. In the mid-19th century, the mill was 

extended in size by building towards the cottage and its front elevation was 

refaced with brick. It is thought that the front part of the cottage may have 

dated from about 1600 but this had to be largely rebuilt, although retaining the 

Victorian brick front.  

The mill was originally powered by a breast shot waterwheel, replaced in 1913 

by a Jones 'Little Giant' water turbine. The mill business ceased to operate in 

1955 and the mill was neglected from that date. The cottage, although occupied, 

became almost derelict with no mains water supply and the roof leaking in a 

dozen places.  

In 1984, when the local authority was about to put a closing order on the 

cottage, Cambridge PPF stepped in to purchase and restore the property. The 

aim of the restoration was to make the building structurally sound and bring the 

mill machinery into working order without losing the historic atmosphere of the 

building. The unsightly corrugated iron roof was replaced with old clay peg-tiles. 

Structural repairs were kept to a minimum and limewash was used to blend new 

surfaces with old. 

PRIORITY  

Although the fabric working parts and machinery of the mill are in optimal 

condition. This mill should be considered vulnerable and therefore at risk 

because it is believed that the Cambridge PPF are considering whether continued 

ownership of this and Bourn Windmill (see report on page 180) will be within the 

strategy for their future. 

 

 



219 
 

SITE COMPONENTS 

 

Term Period Material Importance 
(H/M/L) 

Watermill 
(including 

machinery 

C.18 Weatherboarded with 
brick plinth, cast iron 

peg tiled roof 

High 

Miller’s 

Cottage (listed 
together) 

 

C17 with 

additions 

Timber-framed, 

plastered and 
weatherboarded; 

thatch and pantiled 

Medium 

 

ARCHEOLOGICAL POTENTIAL 

It is thought that a mill has stood on this site since the Domesday survey as a 

mill is mentioned as being worth 8s at Hestitone. An archaeological survey could 

establish whether it was on the site presently occupied by the present mill. 

SITE SIGNIGIFICANCE 

It is the only watermill powered by a turbine that is still capable of work within 

the county and a rare example nationally. 

RECOMMENDENDED ACTION 

Due to its mechanical completeness this mill is recommended for upgrading of 

its listing to II*.  A meeting with owners (Cambridgeshire PPF) to discuss their 

future plans for the mill. It is recommended for inclusion on the 2013 Heritage at 

Risk Register. 

MANAGEMENT 

The mill is currently owned by Cambridgeshire Past Present and Future who have 

repaired and maintained this mill since the 1980’s 

GRADING  

*** Site of National Significance 
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MAP  

 

 

 

 

 

2011 O.S. Map 1:2500 
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1959© Frith Collection (Bryan) 

 

2011 © Simon Hudson 

SOURCES OF INFORMATION 

Published works 

David Alderton and John Booker The Batsford Guide To Industrial Archaeology Of 

East Anglia 1980 

R.D. Stevens Cambridgeshire Windmills and Watermills Cambridge CWWS 1985 

Barbara Clarke South Cambridgeshire District Council Watermill Survey 1986 

A. P. M. Wright (Editor), Adrienne B. Rosen, Susan M. Keeling, C. A. F. Meekings 

A History of The County Of Cambridge and The Isle Of Ely: Volume 6 1978 

 

Archives 

The Cambridgeshire Collection, Cambridgeshire Archives, and the Mills Archive 
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Initial Assessment 

Bourn Mill, Bourn 

 

© Images of England 

Parish Bourn 
District South Cambridgeshire 

Location, Address, Post Code NGR Caxton Road, Bourn, Cambridgeshire 
CB3 7ST TL3118958004 

EHUID 51047 

CHER 03244 
Designation (Listing/Ancient 

Monument, Conservation Area) 

Listed Grade I Ancient Monument 

 

Heritage At Risk Register year(s) No  
Statutory list description TL 35 NW BOURN CAXTON ROAD 

(North Side) 

 
7/20 Bourn Mill 31. 8.62 

 
- I I 
 

Post Mill. Early C17, restorations 
1874, 1933, 61, 84. Timber-framed 

and weatherboarded with gabled 
roof, some material reused. Brick 
piers with two cross trees and 

quarter bars C19. Marine plyboard 
casing and weatherboarding added in 

1984 by C. Wallis, millwright. (Four 
sails and mill ladder removed for 
repair). Interior, gearing complete 

with one pair of stones and wooden 
brake. Sack hoist driven by chain 

from a pulley on the windshaft. The 
mill is mentioned as standing in 1636 
deed. It was purchased by The 

Cambridgeshire Preservation Society 
in 1932. One stud is inscribed E. 

Bismur 1758. Scheduled Ancient 
Monument. 

 
Drawings of Bourn Mill by Rex Wailes 
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1961 Drawings of Bourn Mill by 
Graham Black 1983, R H Partnership 

Archiects. Vince, J. Discovering 
Windmills p5, 1977 V.C.H. Vol. V, 

p12 R.C.H.M. West Cambs. pp25, 26 
Mon.22 Plate 57. Pevsner. Buildings 
of England p308 

 
Listing NGR: TL3118958004 

Selected Sources 
1. Book  Reference - Title: An 

Inventory of the Historical 

Monuments in Cambridgeshire 
West - Date: 1968 - Volume: 1 

- Page References: 25 26 
2. Book  Reference - Author: J 

Vince - Title: Discovering 

Windmills - Date: 1977 - Page 
References: 5 

3. Article  Reference -
 Author: LF Salzman -

 Title: The Victoria History of 
the County of Cambridgeshire 
and the Isle of Ely -

 Date: 1973 - Journal 
Title: The Victoria History of 

the Counties of England -
 Volume: 5 - Page 
References: 12 

4. Article  Reference -
 Author: Nikolaus Pevsner -

 Title: Cambridgeshire -
 Date: 1954 - Journal 
Title: The Buildings of England 

- Page References:308 
 

 
National Grid Reference: TL 31189 
58004 

 
 

Condition 

 
1. extensive significant problems  
2. generally unsatisfactory with 

major localised problems  
3. generally satisfactory but with 

significant localised problems  
4. generally satisfactory but with 

minor localised problems  

5. optimal  
6. unknown  

 

 

5. optimal 
 
. 
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Occupancy 
 

 
• vacant  

• part occupied  
• occupied  
• unknown  

• not applicable  
 

N/A 

Vulnerability Inclu  This mill is included in the survey 
because it is believed that 
Cambridgeshire Past present and 

Future are considering options related 
to their future strategy for this and 

Hinxton Watermill which they also own 
which they also own. 

Ownership 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

PRIORITY 
 
A. Immediate risk of further rapid 

deterioration or loss of fabric; no 
solution agreed.  

 
B. Immediate risk of further rapid 
deterioration or loss of fabric; solution 

agreed but not yet implemented. 
  

C Slow decay; no solution agreed.  
 
D Slow decay; solution agreed but not 

yet implemented.  
 

E Under repair or in fair to good repair, 
but no user identified; or under threat 
of vacancy with no obvious new user 

(applicable only to buildings capable of 
beneficial use). 

 
F Repair scheme in progress and 
(where applicable) end use or user 

functionally redundant buildings with 
new use agreed but not yet 

implemented. 

Cambridgeshire Past Present and 

Future  
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
see Vulnerability 
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Contact details: 
 

 
 

 

Owner:  Properties Manager Cambridge 
PPF Wandlebury Ring, Gog Magog Hills, 

Babraham, Cambs CB22 3AE 
 

01223 243830 
properties@cppf.org.uk 
 

Conservation Officer: Stacey Weiser 
South Cambridgeshire District Council 

 
Tel 01954 713178 
stacey.weiser@scambs.gov.uk  

 
English Heritage contacts: John Ette 

01223 583724 
john.ette@english-heritage.gov.uk 
 

others 
Quinton Carroll 

Head of Cambridgeshire Historical 
Environment Record and County 

Archaeologist 
Box CC 1008  
Castle Court 

Shire Hall 
Cambridge 

CB3 0AP 
01223 728564 
quinton.carroll@cambridgshire.gov.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:properties@cppf.org.uk
mailto:stacey.weiser@scambs.gov.uk
mailto:ian.harper@english-heritage.gov.uk
mailto:quinton.carroll@cambridgshire.gov.uk
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SOUTH CAMBRIDGESHIRE 

SITE NAME Bourn Mill, Bourn 

PARISH  Bourn  DISTRICT South Cambridgeshire 

NGR TL3118958004  CHER 03244  EHUID 395788 

CURRENT STATUS Con. Area Yes  Listed Grade II*  EHHAR No  AM Yes 

STATUTORY LIST DESCRIPTION FROM THE NATIONAL HERITAGE LIST 

FOR ENGLAND (NHLE) 31-Aug-1962 

Post Mill. Early C17, restorations 1874, 1933, 61, 84. Timber-framed and 

weatherboarded with gabled roof, some material reused. Brick piers with two 

cross trees and quarter bars C19. Marine plyboard casing and weatherboarding 

added in 1984 by C. Wallis, millwright. (Four sails and mill ladder removed for 

repair). Interior, gearing complete with one pair of stones and wooden brake. 

Sack hoist driven by chain from a pulley on the windshaft. The mill is mentioned 

as standing in 1636 deed. It was purchased by The Cambridgeshire Preservation 

Society in 1932. One stud is inscribed E. Bismur 1758. Scheduled Ancient 

Monument. 

 

PREVIOUS REPORTS 

WINDMILLS IN CAMBRIDGESHIRE AND THE ISLE OF ELY  

H.C. HUGHES 1928 REVISED 1931 

Bourn 1926 Derelict but not in bad condition 

THE WINDMILLS OF CAMBRIDGESHIRE REX WAILES  

EXCERPT TRANSACTIONS FROM THE NEWCOMEN SOCIETY Vol. XXVII, 
1949-50 and 1950-51   

1925 Working 1950 Preserved 

In this paper there are various references to Bourn Windmill. These include the 

size of the buck or body which is described as being the smallest in the county 

measuring 10ft 3in x 14ft 6 and that it has a lean to porch. The roof is described 

as being ‘pent shaped’. The unusual framework is described and states that: 

there are no normal side girts, and uprights and below the crown connect it to 

the upper and lower side girts. The lack of a round house is noted, The brake 

wheel is recorded as having been measured at 6 ft 8 diameter and that it has 

straight cants. The tail wheel is described as being iron with eight tee arms and 

is compared to the one at Great Gransden. The stone nuts are of the iron 

mortise variety and are compared to the ones at Six Mile Bottom Windmill. The 

mills stones are described as having a combined hopper and shoe and a ‘harp’  
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was used for setting out the stones for dressing. The mill is described as being 

‘the oldest left in the country its age is unknown but it was standing in 1636.’ 

The mill‘s purchase and repair as a landmark by Sir William Bossom and Mr 

Manning Forbes who presented it to the Cambridge Preservation Society is also 

noted. 

ARTHUR C. SMITH, SURVEY OF HUNTINGDON AND PETERBOROUGH 

1976 

3 Sept 
1969 

Bourn 
 
TL312580 

Post Restored 
Open 
trestle, 

black body, 
4 white 

sails 2 
common 2 
patent) 

ladder and 
tailpole 

gear inside: 
in good 

condition. 

East of 
village by 
road 

junction. 
Mill Road. 

Private. 

1636. 
Restored 
1931 by 

Cambridge 
Preservation 

Soc. Open 
to Public. 
 

 

THE BATSFORD GUIDE TO INDUSTRIAL ARCHAEOLOGY OF EAST ANGLIA 

DAVID ALDERTON AND JOHN BOOKER 1980 

Much acclaimed as the oldest in the area, with pre-1636 date. however, 

although undoubtedly of old design, carter's history of Cambridgeshire of 1753 

states it was blown down in 1741, which would suggest the present mill is a 

rebuilding, using timbers from an older mill (see review by p. dolman, in 

newsletter 6 of the Suffolk mills group, 1978). Notwithstanding this uncertainty, 

the mill presents a useful picture of an early mill. it has 4 common sails and a 

tailpole, but no roundhouse, the main post and quarter bars being exposed to 

the elements. the roof has an angular ridge in medieval style, and the buck is 

small – only 10ft 3in (3·1m) by 14ft 6in (4·4m), overall height 31ft 6ln (9·6m). 

Undoubtedly there have been improvements to the machinery as there is some 

cast-iron gearing. it has been preserved since 1932 

THREE CAMBRIDGESHIRE WINDMILLS A Leaflet prepared by the 

Director of Planning and Research, Cambridgeshire County Council 1984 

This famous windmill, which stands close to the boundary between Caxton and 

Bourn parishes, is owned and maintained by the Cambridge Preservation 

Society. It may be the oldest surviving windmill in the country, as it existed in 

1636, though Great Gransden mill could be older.  

Other mills in Bourn are referred to in old documents but the surviving mill is 

first mentioned in a deed dated 1653. This deed was made on behalf of Thomas 
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Cook of Longstowe, transferring ownership to William Smythe of Caxton, a 

blacksmith. In the deed Cook mentions that he purchased the property from 

John Cook, a yeoman, in 1636, which implies that the mill existed before that 

date. Another change of ownership is recorded in 1716, but apart from that very 

little is known about the mill until the late 18th century. An inscription inside the 

mill on a first floor stud "I. Bishop 1758" refers to someone whose identity is 

now unknown. 

The mill has a very small buck, measuring 10'3"x14'6"x31'6" high and is the 

smallest in the country. Rex Wailes has pointed out that Bourn mill's framing 

varies from the conventional form in that it has no side girts ... "instead two 

vertical members are to be found at each end of the crowntree supporting the 

upper and lower side girts". It has two cloth sails and two shuttered spring sails 

which rotate anticlockwise. The deeds which survive suggest that the mill is 

basically the same as in 1636, although some alterations are evident, including 

the replacement of one pair of sails and the tail beam. At some time, the body of 

the mill was extended to the rear to accommodate an extra set of stones; the 

false corner posts in the tail result from this. This extension probably also helped 

balance the mill when the heavier shuttered sails were installed. The cast iron 

tailwheel is still in place, but it cracked some time before 1918, when the tail 

stones were removed. The wooden brake wheel has iron cogs (originally these 

would have been applewood). The iron stone nut, which like the tailstone has 

wood cogs, replaces an earlier all-iron nut. Indeed, the internal machinery was 

renewed at various times and was thoroughly repaired and partially re-equipped 

in 1874. The wood brake is still in position, operated by the brake lever close to 

the trap door. The chain of the sack hoist emerges on to the stone floor, through 

this trap door. The hoist is worked off a chain pulley fixed in front of the brake 

wheel. A similar system used to operate the flour 'dressing machine and was 

positioned in the mill's tail – the position of the drive wheel fixings can still be 

seen: Grain for milling used to be put into the combined hopper and chute; the 

hopper lies on its side - an unusual position, presumably dictated by the mill's 

size and convenience of filling. The 4-foot stones are a French Burr runner and 

driven off a belt attached to the stone spindle. 

The mill was worked by members of the Papworth family from about 1875 until 

it ceased working in 1927. Zaccheus was miller until about 1883, when his son 

William had taken over. William worked the mill until his son George assumed 

control in 1906. In 1923, one sail broke off; and an oil engine was installed to 

assist grinding in 1924. In 1931 it was purchased by Sir Alfred Bossom and Mr. 

Mansfield Forbes for £45. General Hendby, then resident in Caxton, was also a 

benefactor and it was he who discovered the deed of 1653. The 1mill was 

repaired by them, with the financial assistance of Mr. Pentelow, the previous 

owner, and the free services of George Papworth (under the control of Hunt 

brothers - millwrights) and was donated to the Cambridge Preservation Society 

in 1932. The mill was extensively repaired in 1965, with steel angles introduced 

to strengthen the buck. The mill was seriously damaged in 1976 in a storm, 
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during which one of the sails was blown off, damaging part of the roof and one 

of the other sails; repairs to restore the mill to its former condition were made in 

1977. Further repairs were made in spring 1984. 

R.D. STEVENS, CAMBRIDGESHIRE WINDMILLS AND WATERMILLS CWWS 

1985 

The precise age of this famous post mill is unknown, but one certainly existed on 

this site in 1636. A deed of 1656 records a mill near Maare Way, between Bourn 

and Caxton, changing hands from Thomas Cook to William Smith. It also records 

that Cook had bought it from a John Cook in 1636. The shape of Bourn Mill 

resembles mills shown on medieval manuscripts and carvings, so it is possible it 

is considerably older. However, it is more likely that the shape was preserved in 

successive rebuilding, which are evident from several inscriptions: 1742, E 

BISMUR 1758 (both inside) and IUP 1874 (on the cross-trees). 

In 1836, Elizer Heywood sold it to Joshua Flipwell and in 1868 it passed to 

William Bedlam. A gale smashed its sails in 1925 and finished its working life. 

Lord Bossom and Mr M. Mansfield Forbes bought it in 1931 for £45 and gave it to 

the Cambridge Preservation Society. It was restored by Mr C.J. Ison, of Histon, 

and it has been kept in repair since. It is normally open to the public at 

reasonable times. Like the earliest mills, it is of the open-trestle type and has a 

straight-pitched roof. Two replica sprung shuttered and two cloth sails are fitted. 

The weight of the tailpole is taken by a trestle at the bottom and also a metal 

tie-rod, fixed to the back of the buck , There is also a talthur a lever to lift the 

steps clear of the ground when winding the mill. The framing of the mill is 

unconventional in that is has no side girts (see Six Mile Bottom Mill). Inside were 

two pairs of stones, mounted fore-and-aft, but only the front pair remains and 

these are fly-ball governed. The rear of the buck was extended to accommodate 

a flour dresser, but this is now absent. However, there is a meal ark on the 

lower floor. The main gears are mainly 19th century there is an iron tail-wheel 

and a brakewheel with an iron cog-ring. A bollard in the roof has a pulley to 

drive the dressing machine and there is also a sack hoist bollard, driven from a 

pulley in front which raises the bollard. The grain feed to the millstones is 

primitive. There is just a combined hopper and chute, which is attached to the 

buck wall. 

PRESENT USE 

As with the other mill owned by Cambridge Past Present and Future (Hinxton 

Watermill see page 166) this mill is mainly used as an educational resource for 

both schools and adult groups. A number of cultural events take place in an 

around the mill each year. 
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Condition 

Although the fabric working parts and machinery of the mill are in optimal 

condition. In 2003 the stocks and sails were replaced with grant aid from the 

Heritage Lottery Fund, WREN and South Cambridgeshire District Council. Over 

the summer of 2008 the exterior of the mill, including the stocks and sails, was 

painted. During summer 2009 further repairs to the trestle were carried out. 

This mill should be considered vulnerable and therefore at risk because it is 

believed that the Cambridge PPF is considering whether continued ownership of 

this and Hinxton Windmill (see report on page 166) will be within the strategy 

for their future. 

SITE BACKGROUND 

Field Survey A full field survey for this mill is needed. This has not been 

possible within the time constraints of this project. 

SITE COMPONENTS 

Term Period Material Importance 

(H/M/L) 

Mill c.17th Century Timber cast iron and 

brick 

High 

 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL POTENTIAL AND SITE SIGINIFICANCE  

Since the movement to preserve England’s windmills began in the late 1920s, 
Bourn Windmill has been identified as one of the earliest surviving examples. 

Although the mill’s precise age remains unknown, its claim to antiquity has been 
based on: 

· Its fairly primitive design and small scale compared with precisely-dated later 
examples 

· Examination of historical documents and maps. 

Fewer than 50 post mills survive in the UK from a total of many thousands, and 
most of these were constructed during the 18th or 19th centuries. A group of 

eight post mills that are thought to contain significant amounts of pre-18th 
century fabric have been identified. Of these, six mills have been subjected to 
dendrochronological analysis since 1996. These are: 

 

· Madingley Mill, Cambridgeshire – surveyed in 1996 

· Cromer Mill, Hertfordshire, surveyed in 1998 

· Drinkstone Mill, Suffolk, surveyed in 2001 



231 
 

· Nutley Mill, Sussex, surveyed in 2002 

· Pitstone Mill, Suffolk, surveyed in 2004 

· Brill Mill, Buckinghamshire, surveyed in 2006 

 
In all cases, the results confirmed the antiquity of significant elements of the 
buildings and identified successive phases of development. At two of these mills, 
the timbers proved to be more than a century earlier than the incised dates and 

documentary evidence suggested.  
 

A dendrochronology survey at Bourn Windmill would provide accurate 
information about the age of the surviving historic timbers. These include the 
massive centre post, the crown tree and the windshaft. Other timbers of smaller 

section may also yield positive results.  It would be useful should the opportunity 
arise for a survey to confirm the mill’s place as one of England’s oldest post 

mills, and to positively identify surviving design characteristics that represent 
early windmill. 

 
MANAGEMENT 

 
The mill is currently owned by Cambridgeshire Past Present and Future who have 

repaired and maintained this mill since the 1980’s 

GRADING  

 

*** Site of Major National Significance 
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MAP 

 

O.S Map 2011 1:2500  
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1932 © Cambridgeshire Collection 

2010 © George Stebbing-Allen 
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Initial Assessment 

Little Chishill Mill, Great and Little Chishill known as Great Chishill Windmill 

 

© Simon Hudson 

Parish Great and Little Chishill 
District South Cambridgeshire 

Location, Address, Post Code NGR Barley Road, Great and Little Chishill, 
Cambridgeshire SG8 8SB NGR: 
TL4132138843 

EHUID 52837 
CHER 04030 

Designation (Listing/Ancient 
Monument, Conservation Area) 

Listed Grade II*  
 

Heritage At Risk Register year(s) Yes (2011 to date) 

Statutory list description TL 43 NW GT & LT CHISHILL BARLEY 
ROAD 

(South Side) 
8/9 Little Chishill  
22.11.67 Mill  

II* 
Post mill. Possibly rebuilt 1819 

(Wailes), scratching on stud 1712, 
main 
post renewed 1868 and dated 

underneath mill. Patent sails c.1912 - 
16replacing former canvas covered 

sails. Timber-framed, weather boarded 
and 

painted with brick piers. The main 
structure extends to the rear housing 
the bolter; restored fantail on ladder. 

Interior: Main shaft of iron, wooden 
driving wheels, and two pairs of stones 

in the upper floor. The mill was 
last used in 1951, and was renovated 
by Thompsons of Alford, Lincs. in 1966. 

RCHM report 1950 
Wailes, R. Windmills in England 

Wailes, R. SPAB report.  
 
Listing NGR: TL4132138843 
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Condition 
 

1. extensive significant 
problems  

2. generally unsatisfactory 
with major localised 
problems  

3. generally satisfactory but 
with significant localised 

problems  
4. generally satisfactory but 

with minor localised 

problems  
5. optimal  

6. unknown  
 

3. generally satisfactory but with 
significant localised problems 

 
 

 

Occupancy 

 
 

• vacant  
• part occupied  

• occupied  
• unknown  
• not applicable  

 

N/A 

Vulnerability  
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Ownership 
 

PRIORITY 
 

A. Immediate risk of further rapid 
deterioration or loss of fabric; no 
solution agreed.  

 
B. Immediate risk of further rapid 

deterioration or loss of fabric; 
solution agreed but not yet 
implemented. 

  
C Slow decay; no solution agreed.  

 
D Slow decay; solution agreed but 
not yet implemented.  

 
E Under repair or in fair to good 

repair, but no user identified; or 
under threat of vacancy with no 

obvious new user (applicable only to 
buildings capable of beneficial use). 
 

F Repair scheme in progress and 
(where applicable) end use or user 

functionally redundant buildings with 
new use agreed but not yet 
implemented. 

 

Cambridgeshire County Council 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

B. Immediate risk of further rapid 
deterioration or loss of fabric; solution 

agreed but not yet implemented. 

Contact details Owner: Cambridgeshire County Council  
John Bartram/Nick Sweeney 

Strategy and Estates Box No: RES 1302 
Shire Hall, Castle Hill 

Cambridge CBS OAP 
Tel 07787128787 (John) 

john.bartram@cambridgeshire.gov.uk 
01223 699090 (Nick) 
nick.sweeney@cambridgeshire.gov.uk 

Conservation Officer: Stacey Weiser 
South Cambridgeshire District Council 

Tel 01954 713178 
stacey.weiser@scambs.gov.uk 
 

English Heritage contact: John Ette 
01223 583724 

john.ette@english-heritage.gov.uk 
 

mailto:john.bartram@cambridgeshire.gov.uk
mailto:nick.sweeney@cambridgeshire.gov.uk
mailto:stacey.weiser@scambs.gov.uk
mailto:ian.harper@english-heritage.gov.uk
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others: 
 

Jim Brearley 
Chairman Great Chishill Windmill Trust 

6 Plaistow Way, Great Chishill, Royston, 
SG8 8SQ 
 

01763  838586 
jb@jamesbrearley.com 

 
Simon Hudson 
Project Manager Great Chishill Windmill 

Trust 
9 Mercers Row, St Albans, AL1 2QS 

01727 831348  
07952 935517 mobile 
simon.hudson13@gmail.com 

 
Quinton Carroll 

Head of Cambridgeshire Historical 
Environment Record and County 

Archaeologist 
Box CC 1008 
Castle Court 

Shire Hall 
Cambridge 

CB3 0AP 
01223 728564 
quinton.carroll@cambridgshire.gov.uk 

 
Dave Pearce 

The Old School, North Street, Wicken, 
Cambridgeshire, CB7 5XW 
01353 725157 

davepearce7@gmail.com 
 

Luke Bonwick 
Bonwick Milling Heritage Consultancy 
7 Hatchgate Court, Lines Road, Hurst, 

Reading, Berkshire RG10 0SP 
 

07733 108409 
Email: luke@bonwick.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

mailto:jb@jamesbrearley.com
mailto:simon.hudson13@gmail.com
mailto:quinton.carroll@cambridgshire.gov.uk
mailto:davepearce7@gmail.com
mailto:luke@bonwick.co.uk
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SOUTH CAMBRIDGESHIRE 

SITE NAME Little Chishill Mill, Great and Little Chishill known as Great Chishill 

Windmill 

PARISH Great and Little Chishill  DISTRICT South Cambridgeshire 

NGR TL4132138843  CHER 02315 EHUID 395788 

CURRENT STATUS Con. Area Yes  Listed Grade II*  EHHAR Yes  AM No 

STATUTORY LIST DESCRIPTION FROM THE NATIONAL HERITAGE LIST 

FOR ENGLAND (NHLE) 

Post mill. Possibly rebuilt 1819 (Wailes), scratching on stud 1712, main post 

renewed 1868 and dated underneath mill. Patent sails c.1912 - 16 replacing 

former canvas covered sails. Timber-framed, weather boarded and painted with 

brick piers. The main structure extends to the rear housing the bolter; restored 

fantail on ladder. Interior: Main shaft of iron, wooden driving wheels, and two 

pairs of stones in the upper floor. The mill was last used in 1951, and was 

renovated by Thompsons of Alford, Lincs.in 1966.  

 

PREVIOUS REPORTS 

WINDMILLS IN CAMBRIDGESHIRE AND THE ISLE OF ELY  

H.C. HUGHES 1928 REVISED 1931 

Chishall, (sic.) Great 1926 Working 

THE WINDMILLS OF CAMBRIDGESHIRE REX WAILES  

EXCERPT TRANSACTIONS FROM THE NEWCOMEN SOCIETY Vol. XXVII, 
1949-50 and 1950-51   

Rebuilt 1819    1925 Working  1950 in working order 

In this paper there are various references to Great Chishill Windmill. These 

include: as the lean-to porch, windows, the fact it is painted white rather than 

tarred and that the buck or body is largely covered with corrugated iron rather 

than the customary weatherboarding.  There is no roundhouse. The post has an 

iron sansom head. The four sails are noted as all being single shuttered patent 

sails rather than the most usual local arrangement of 2 common and 2 spring 

sails.  It is fantail winded an almost unique feature in Cambridgeshire (Tilbrook 

Mill had a fantail on the roof). The brakewheel is measured at 8’ and in common 

with the other Cambridgeshire post mills is made of wood. 
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ARTHUR C. SMITH, WINDMILLS OF CAMBRIDGESHIRE A 

CONTEMPORARY SURVEY STEVENAGE MUSEUM 1975 

3 Sept 
1969 

7 Sept 
1970 

GREAT 
CHISHILL 

TL 414389 

Post Restored 
Open 

trestle, 4 
patent sails 
ladder and 

fantail, all 
painted 

white in 
very good 
condition.  

½ mile 
west of 

village on 
hill in small 
field by 

road 

1819. 
Timbers 

from earlier 
mill of 
1726. 

Restored 
1966 by 

Thompson 
& Son 
Alford, 

Lincs. 

 

THE BATSFORD GUIDE TO INDUSTRIAL ARCHAEOLOGY OF EAST ANGLIA 

DAVID ALDERTON AND JOHN BOOKER 1980 

Attractive preserved Postmill, rebuilt in 1819 using timbers from an older mill. 

No roundhouse. 1890 fitted with patent sails and fantail: the restoration has left 

the sails without shutters  and a rather odd skeleton of a fan has been provided. 

Internally complete all wooden gearing except cast iron windshaft and wallower, 

2 pairs of stones.  

THREE CAMBRIDGESHIRE WINDMILLS a Leaflet prepared by the Director 

of Planning and Research, Cambridgeshire County Council 1984 

Windmills are difficult structures to date, because they were being repaired 

continually by the miller or altered in response to varying pressures on their 

productive capacity and the introduction of new technology. We know that Great 

Chishill mill was rebuilt in 1819. But it contains very early, as well as much later, 

design features and there are several 17th and 18th century dates carved on 

internal timbers. Chishill mill is first mentioned in a survey of Chishill manor, 

dated 1592 and is shown on its present site on a map of 1676. In 1684, the 

manor was acquired by the Soames family of Heydon Bury. A member of this 

family inscribed his initials and the date inside the mill (J.S. 1712). Another date 

(H.A. 1715) was possibly, carved by Henry Andrews, whose family milled at 

Great Chishill for nearly 200 years. In 1721, Henry’s annual rent was £ 13.10/-, 

paid in two installment’s on Lady Day and Michaelmas Day. He also had to 

maintain the mill and pay half the cost of any new stones.  

A drawing made in 1769 when Job Andrews was miller shows a 2-storey mill 

with a thatched roof and cloth sails, which was turned into the wind by hand. An 

extension at the rear and a roundhouse at the base provided additional storage 

space.  

When Job died, a later Henry Andrews took over the mill. This Henry rebuilt the 

mill in 1819 and recorded the work's completion by carving H.A. 1821 on a 
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structural beam. During this reconstruction, the height of the mill was lowered 

and the roundhouse demolished; this rebuilding increased the mill's efficiency 

but even more modernization was needed to cope with higher cereal yields 

following the 1818 parish land enclosures. Internal wooden machinery was rep-

laced with new ironwork,' including a cast-iron octagonal windshaft. The cloth 

sails were replaced with four new single-shuttered patent sails, each sail being 

divided into eight bays of three wooden shutters.  

Chishill mill has a good example of the spider mechanism which operated the 

shutters; the chain wheel and endless chain which controlled the mechanism on 

the rear of the mill, above the porch.  

In 1870, a new central post was installed. The oak came from Brandon, Suffolk, 

and the post has an iron Samson head in the Suffolk tradition. This comprises an 

iron casing to the post; and an iron flange which is bolted to the underside of the 

crown-tree, forming an additional bearing about which the crown-tree rotates.  

Up to this time, the mill was still apparently winded manually, but in 1880 a 

fantail was added - an unusual feature in this part of the country. Two vertical 

shafts from the fan shaft provide the drive to the wheels, which are placed at the 

end of the ladder. This is a particularly compact and well supported type of 

fantail, which would sway less in high winds than other designs. The track 

around the mill on which the fantail ran has been taken up. The sail and fantail 

blades have also been removed, to prevent gale damage; some of these are 

stored inside the mill. Mills were traditionally tarred internally, but Chishill mill 

was plastered to protect the interior from dampness and vermin. In 1922, its 

external weather-boarding was encased in corrugated iron. This was removed 

during later repair works.  

In 1903 the mill was taken over by Joseph Pegram. By then windmills were 

declining, because large scale milling and government controls had reduced 

demand for Wholemeal flour. Chishill mill was used only for grinding grist 

(coarsely ground barley, oats or beams, for animal feed) until the 1930s. when 

farmers began to set up their own power mills; and by 1946 it became 

impossible to work the mill commercially. William Pegram, the last miller, kept 

the mill in good condition, although it ceased to operate in 1951.  

The wooden brakewheel and tailwheel, and respective stones, are still in 

position. These could be worked separately or, exceptionally, in unison; but the 

semicircular brake on the brakewheel would have controlled both wheels. Both 

pairs of stones, which are encased in octagonal wooden vats to prevent spillage, 

are millstone grit (Peak stones). These are suitable for grinding coarse animal 

feed; the two much harder French Burr stones which lie outside the mill were 

used for grinding flour.  

The wooden spindle from which the sack hoist was suspended is encased in iron; 

the chain which connected the pulley wheels on the spindle and brakewheel in 
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order to operate the hoist is in the traditional position 'at the front of the buck. 

Sacks were lifted to the small platform above the stone floor and grain fed 

through cloth chutes into the hoppers; and then along the trough or "shoe" 

through the eye at the centre of the upper stone. The flow of grain could be 

controlled by adjusting the slope of the shoe by pulling on a cord.  

From the meal floor the two sets of belt-operator governors can be seen, the 

smaller of which controlled the breast stones. Equipment displayed at this level 

includes a "bill and thrift" - used to dress the mill stones.  

The mill was acquired and restored by the Cambridgeshire and Isle of Ely County 

Council in 1964. This involved repairing the fantail, renewing the brick piers, 

quarter bars and cross trees (a complicated task which involved shoring up and 

supporting the mill on four posts), and repairs to the sails and the weather-

boarding. The mill has recently received further repairs, which included replacing 

one of the sails. 

K. FARRIES, ESSEX WINDMILLS, MILLERS AND MILLWRIGHTS VOL. 3 
CHARLES SKILTON 1984 

Little Chishill (formerly in Essex) 

Post mill. Preserved. Stands on the south side of the Barley road about 1,000 

yards west of the Great Chishill crossroads. TL 413338 (0141) 

LITTLE Chishill mill, in Cambridgeshire since 1895, merits some attention as 

having been an Essex windmill for most of its working life. It occupies a low mill 

mound and commands a wide sweep of country to west and north. Seller's map 

of Hertfordshire (1676) records the mill, though it is not on Ogilby and Morgan 

(1678).Warburton, Bland and Smyth (c1724) and later maps until the present 

give it due note, and in an estate plan of 1769 it is sketched in detail, being 

represented with an enclosed base, an overhung section above the rear door of 

the body, and a pent roof10. The mill is marked by a cross on an 1818 enclosure 

map11, suggesting an open substructure which it retains today. The occupier was 

then Henry Andrews. The tenure of the mill rested with the Andrews family with 

remarkable consistency. In 1721 Henry Andrews, miller, took a 5-year lease of 

the mill with 'the Ground and Soils on which the ... windmill stands, with a little 

Cottage thereunto Adjoyneing', paying a rent of£13 5s. per annum, and in a 

covenant agreed to lay new millstones, if required, at his own expense, and to 

pay a moiety of their cost12. He was also to keep the mill in repair <Great 

Timber and Workmanship thereof only Excepted'. Directories give milling 

members of the Andrews family as James (1848), Henry (1874), Job (1890) and 

Alfred (1895), with the later entries recording the use of wind and steam. 

                                                           
10

 E.R.O. TIM 278 
11

 E.R.O. Q/RDc 15; also TIM 64 
12

 E.R.O. DIDU 330/11. See also will of Henry Andrews, proved 1754 (DIA CR, 16 p.66) 
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The mill was rebuilt c 181713 and restored in 1966 by Thompson and Son, 

millwrights, of Alford, Lincs., It contains an assortment of timbers ranging in age 

from pre-1817 to recent replacements, and as it was working until c 1947, when 

Wm. Pegram was obliged to discontinue its use, most of the machinery is intact. 

The body measures 17ft. by 11ft. in plan as framed by the main corner posts, 

but has been extended 2ft. 6in. at the rear, though not to full height, and the old 

door jambs have been left in position. The overall height of the mill is 32'ft; as 

at Ashdon the body rests on a very low-built substructure. The post was 

replaced in 187714, and the Samson head which caps it and the iron plating 

under the crowntree were probably fitted at the same time. 

The fantail, over the rear steps, was added in 189015, superseding a tail pole. 

Also of note is the fact that the tail steps still incline up to the old doorway 

where the sheers terminate, so that the present access is by a short and steeper 

flight of 7 treads placed on the old set. The two front corner posts are thickened 

inwards at top to broaden their support to the weather beam, but the rear posts 

have a uniform section. The side girts measure 15in. deep by 7 in. wide and one 

bears an inscription H A 1821. Two intermediate posts in the side framing on 

either side do not extend above the girts, and the other main framing members 

largely follow Essex practice, but the two pairs of diagonals in the front panels in 

each case form a V-shape pointing downwards into the prick post, the upper pair 

running to the comer posts below the weather beam, and the lower to the 

underside of the meal beam. Apparently the millwright had arrived at a different 

conclusion as to the interdependence of the front framing members from that 

reached by the builder of Mill Green mill, Ingatestone. The mill is devoid of the 

usual support rods for the sheers.  

Both main driving wheels, head and tail, on the iron windshaft are of a clasp-arm 

type, converted from compass-arm; the rear example appears to be very old. 

Both turned iron nuts. There was little room for the rear stones, whose vat came 

within 16 in. of the weatherboarding. The tentering systems for head and tail 

stones are in complete contrast, the former using the old bridgetree and bray 

combination in wood, and the latter the ‘streamlined' composite iron bridge. The 

comparatively short forward bray had replaced an earlier one spanning the front 

corner posts such as survives at Mill Green. The rear bridge tree consists of a 

fixed section with a pivoted and adjustable arm below; the governor controlled 

one end and there was a height control for the other end in the form of a hand 

wheel of 18in. diameter operating two bevels which raised or lowered a vertical 

shaft threaded where it passed through the fixed bridge tree. This pivoted end 

could thus be sensitively adjusted, while the working variations emanating from 

the governor were applied to the footstep bearing of the stone spindle as 

                                                           
13

 Per H. E. S. Simmons: 'believed built 1817'; Wailes (see below) states 1819. 
14

  Trans Newcomen Soc. Vol. XXVII. 1949-51: The Windmills of Cambridgeshire, Rex Wailes. 
15

  Ditto. 
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described under Stock. The unit carries the inscription cast below: W RAWLINGS 

CAMBRIDGE. 

 Inevitably the restoration of 1966 has banished some distinctive features of the 

working days, including the complete covering of lath and plaster between the 

studding, and the working 8-bladed fantail, now reproduced in skeleton form. 

The fantail gearing has been retained, and includes the refinement of two shafts 

from the fan spindle downwards. A factor in the good state of preservation of the 

mill was the green painted corrugated iron covering on breast, roof and sides 

down to girt level; this has been removed and the defective and much plated 

crosstrees and Quarterbars have been renewed. The sail frames are bereft of 

shutters. The mill was last fitted with four anti-clockwise single-shuttered 

patents operated by external striking gear.  

N.B. Published in 1977. Old Windmills of Chishill Phillip Unwin. The Ely Resource 

and Technology Centre. 33pp. contains a detailed historical account and other 

material. 

R.D. STEVENS, CAMBRIDGESHIRE WINDMILLS AND WATERMILLS 

C.W.W.S 1985 

Despite an inscription WA 1726 inside, this mill was substantially rebuilt in 1819. 

From then on, it was owned by the Andrews family, passing finally to Alfred 

Andrews who sold it to John Pegram in 1903. Its last miller was Joseph Pegram, 

who worked it until the early 1950's by which time it was in poor condition. The 

Cambridgeshire county council acquired the mill in 1964 and the millwrights 

Thompson and son of Alford, Lincolnshire repaired it. They replaced the trestle, 

repaired the stocks and sails and changed the corrugated iron which covered the 

roof for weatherboarding. The mill used to be in Essex until a boundary change 

in 1895.  

The mill stands on low brick piers and has no round-house. The first floor of the 

buck is extended a t the rear and its roof also forms a canopy over the entrance 

door. The sails used to contain shutters but the spider, striking-rod and chain-

wheel to control them survive. A very large fantail, added in 1890 is fixed to the 

back, geared to two carriage wheels which support the fantail and ladder. The 

fantail was made as a skeleton in the 1966 restoration to reduce wind resistance 

because the mill was thereafter fixed to wind. The top of the ladder has a 

separate hinged section, probably a remnant of the original ladder the mill 

carried before the fantail was added.  

The interior used to be plastered, making the mill more weatherproof, but this 

was removed in the restoration. Two sets of stones are fitted, fore-and-aft, and 

are both controlled by governors. The rear pair has an iron tentering frame 

which may be adjusted with a large vertical wheel via two small gear wheels. 

The rest of the machinery is upstairs where the brakewheel and tailwheel (both 
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of wood with wooden teeth), the iron windshaft, and the two sets of stones (the 

front pair devoid of horse and hopper) may be seen.  

There is an attic, divided by the windshaft, and here may be seen the sack hoist 

and grain bin. The hoist is driven off a wooden pulley fitted on the windshaft in 

front of the tail-wheel and the sack chain bollard is fitted in the roof. To use the 

hoist, the bollard is raised at one end by a rope and lever.  

The mill is in fine order and may be inspected at any time externally. A key is 

available in the village at reasonable times to see inside.  

PRESENT USE 

Since the conservation work carried out in 1966 the mill has retained its position 

as an important landscape feature but with no particular use as such. 

Condition 

A report which details the condition of the structure and machinery was written 

in August 2011 for Cambridgeshire County Council  by Dr Dave Pearce of the 

Wicken Windmill Partnership  and  Luke Bonwick of Bonwick Milling Heritage 

Consultancy. 

SITE BACKGROUND 

Field Survey 

This is covered in full by the report (Bonwick and Pearce 2011) mentioned 

previously. In summary: 

1. Urgent Works     

a)    Initial ‘holding’ repairs 

b)    Urgent structural work 

c)    Commence measured survey 

2. Essential Works 

a) Progressive overhaul of mill’s structure 

3. Desirable Works 

Progression towards the ultimate goal of a workable mill, leading to:  

a) Manual rotation of mill body to face the wind 

b) Automatic, fantail steering 

c) Sails to idle round 
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d) Progressive replacement of sail shutters and shutter striking gear, 

refurbishment of one pair of millstones and associated machinery 

Phase 1 is urgently required to ensure the mill’s continuing structural integrity, 

and that there is a proper record of the mill. 

Phases 2 and 3 are obviously highly desirable, but depend on successful 

completion of Phase 1 and the availability of funding. 

Of course there is scope for aspects of the Desirable Works to be carried out 

earlier.  For example, once the structural state of the mill is assured it should be 

possible to complete rebuilding the mill’s turning circle at an early date, and then 

move to automatic steering of the mill into the wind at an early stage. 

SITE COMPONENTS 

Term Period Material Importance 

(H/M/L) 

Mill c.19th Century Timber cast iron and 

brick 

High 

 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL POTENTIAL 

A dendrochronological survey of several of the mill’s timbers was carried out on 
7th November 2012 by Dr Martin Bridge of University College London. An 

additional investigation into the mill mound by geophysical survey would be of 
use in finding out more about the previous mill that stood on the site prior to 

1819 and also other buildings which were also present on the site up to the mid-
20th Century of which there is photographic evidence. 

SITE SIGNIFICANCE 

Great Chishill Windmill was the last to work commercially by wind power in the 
county and was one of the last in the country. From a technical perspective it is 

the last surviving Postmill in the county that was fantail winded and retains 
many original and interesting features. 
 

RECOMMENDED ACTION 

The options for future conservation are set out in the Restoration and 

Maintenance proposal (Bonwick and Pearce 2011) referred to earlier. In 
summary this report reviews the state of all the major structural and mechanical 
components, and discusses the work required, divided into 3 categories. 

MANAGEMENT 

It is hoped that the ownership will be transferred from Cambridgeshire County 

Council to a new Building Preservation Trust specifically formed to look after the 

Windmill. 
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GRADING   

*** Site of National Significance 

MAP 

 

 

O.S Map 2007 1:2500 
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1950 © Cambridgeshire Collection 

 

2012 © Simon Hudson 
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Initial Assessment 

Cattell's Mill, Willingham 

 

© Images of England  

Parish Willingham 
District South Cambridgeshire 

Location, Address, Post Code NGR Mill Road, Willingham, Cambridgeshire 
CB4 5UU TL4042869748 

EHUID 50909 

CHER 05238 
Designation (Listing/Ancient 

Monument, Conservation Area) 

Listed Grade II*  

 
Heritage At Risk Register year(s) No. 
Statutory list description In the entry for: 

 
TL 46 NW WILLINGHAM MILL ROAD 

(west side) 
 
5/159 Cattell's Mill 31.8.62 II 

 
The grade shall be amended to read 

Grade II* 
 
------------------------------------ TL 

46NW WILLINGHAM MILL ROAD 
(West Side) 5/159 Cattell's Mill 

31.8.62 II 
 

Smock windmill, 1828. Timber frame, 
horizontal weather-boarded on 
octagonal brick, tarred, ground 

stage. Four stages including canvas 
covered ogee capping with ball finial. 

William Huckle 1828 above doorway 
at ground stage. Two sails with 
shutters and fantail and gallery are 

intact. Interior: Machinery complete 
including timber brake wheel, belt 

driven elevators, oat crusher and 
grain cleaner. Three pairs of stones. 
Alderton and Booker. Batsford Guide 
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to Industrial Archaeology in East 
Anglia p.71 Arthur T. Smith. Wind 

and Watermills of Cambridgeshire 
 

Listing NGR: TL4042869748 
Selected Sources 
Book  Reference - Author: Arthur T 

Smith - Title: Wind and Watermills of 
Cambridgeshire 

Book  Reference - Author: D Alderton 
and J Booker - Title: The Batsford 
Guide to the Industrial Archaeology 

of East Anglia - Date: 1980 - Page 
References: 71 

 
National Grid Reference: TL 40428 
69748 

 

Condition 
 

1. extensive significant problems  
2. generally unsatisfactory with 

major localised problems  
3. generally satisfactory but with 

significant localised problems  

4. generally satisfactory but with 
minor localised problems  

5. optimal  
6. unknown  

 

 
3. Generally satisfactory but with 

significant localised problems. 
Defective cap structure, not turning to 

wind, a risk of storm damage 
 
 

Occupancy 
 

 
• vacant  
• part occupied  

• occupied  
• unknown  

• not applicable  
 

N/A 

Vulnerability  
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Ownership 
 

PRIORITY 
 

A. Immediate risk of further rapid 
deterioration or loss of fabric; no 
solution agreed.  

 
B. Immediate risk of further rapid 

deterioration or loss of fabric; solution 
agreed but not yet implemented. 
  

C Slow decay; no solution agreed.  
 

D Slow decay; solution agreed but not 
yet implemented.  
 

E Under repair or in fair to good repair, 
but no user identified; or under threat 

of vacancy with no obvious new user 
(applicable only to buildings capable of 

beneficial use). 
 
F Repair scheme in progress and 

(where applicable) end use or user 
functionally redundant buildings with 

new use agreed but not yet 
implemented. 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Private 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
B. Immediate risk of further rapid 

deterioration or loss of fabric; solution 
agreed but not yet implemented. 

Contact details Owner:  Mr Richard and Mrs Sarah 
Cowley 

18 Mill Rd, Willingham, Cambridge, 
CB24 5UU 
01954 261168 

richard@windmillweb.net 
 

Conservation Officer: Conservation 
Officer: Stacey Weiser 
South Cambridgeshire District Council 

 
Tel 01954 713178 

stacey.weiser@scambs.gov.uk 
 
English Heritage contacts: John Ette 

01223 583724 
john.ette@english-heritage.gov.uk 

 

mailto:richard@windmillweb.net
mailto:stacey.weiser@scambs.gov.uk
mailto:ian.harper@english-heritage.gov.uk
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others 
Quinton Carroll 

Head of Cambridgeshire Historical 
Environment Record and County 

Archaeologist 
Box CC 1008 
Castle Court 

Shire Hall 
Cambridge 

CB3 0AP 
01223 728564 
quinton.carroll@cambridgshire.gov.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:quinton.carroll@cambridgshire.gov.uk
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SOUTH CAMBRIDGESHIRE 

SITE NAME Cattell’s Mill Willingham 

PARISH  Willingham  DISTRICT South Cambridgeshire 

NGR TL4042869748  CHER 05238   EHUID 50909 

CURRENT STATUS Con. Area N/k  Listed Grade II*  EHHAR No  AM No 

STATUTORY LIST DESCRIPTION FROM THE NATIONAL HERITAGE LIST 

FOR ENGLAND (NHLE) Date first listed: 31-Aug-1962 

Smock windmill, 1828. Timber frame, horizontal weather-boarded on octagonal 

brick, tarred, ground stage. Four stages including canvas covered ogee capping 

with ball finial. William Huckle 1828 above doorway at ground stage. Two sails 

with shutters and fantail and gallery are intact. Interior: Machinery complete 

including timber brake wheel, belt driven elevators, oat crusher and grain 

cleaner. Three pairs of stones 

PREVIOUS REPORTS 

WINDMILLS IN CAMBRIDGESHIRE AND THE ISLE OF ELY  

H.C. HUGHES 1928 REVISED 1931 

Willingham 1925 Dismantled 1930 Cattell’s mill. 

THE WINDMILLS OF CAMBRIDGESHIRE REX WAILES  

EXCERPT TRANSACTIONS FROM THE NEWCOMEN SOCIETY Vol. XXVII, 
1949-50 and 1950-51   

Willingham Cattel’s (sic) Mill  Built 1828  1925 Working 1950Derelict 

There is sparse  information written about this Cattell’s mill in this report apart 

from in the technical descriptions as follows: The description of the winding gear 

as being: Bevel Worm and Spur, the skids on the curb are described as 

performing a ‘double duty bearing against the outside of an L shaped curb. The 

brakewheel is record as being one of the largest at the county measuring 9ft. 3 

in with an equally large iron wallower with 62 cogs which in turn is compared 

with the wooden wallower with the same number of cogs at Wicken. The great 

spur wheel is also recorded as being large at 9ft 3in diameter with 184 cogs. It 

is noted that this mill had a vertical winch for raising runner stones. 
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ARTHUR C. SMITH, SURVEY OF CAMBRIDGESHIRE 1975 

3 Sept 
1972 
23 Sept 

1975 

WILLINGHAM 
“Cattell’s 
Mill” 

 
 

Smock Becoming 
derelict. 
Octagonal 

one story 
brick base. 

3 storey 
timber 
upper part, 

all black 
with white 

patent sails 
(with 
shutters), 

white ogee 
cap with 

fantail and 
gallery 

In field 
reached by 
gravel 

track. 
Private 

William 
Huckle 1828 
(on mill). 

Inspection 
by 

arrangement 
 

 

THE BATSFORD GUIDE TO INDUSTRIAL ARCHAEOLOGY OF EAST ANGLIA 

DAVID ALDERTON AND JOHN BOOKER 1980 

Large octagonal smock mill built by W. Huckle in 1828. Tarred horizontal 

weather boarding, brick base tied with wrought iron straps. Canvas covered ogre 

cap , fantail and the remains of 2 patent sails. Interior complete: of special note 

the huge timber brake-wheel belt driven elevators, an oat crusher and grain 

cleaner. 3 pairs of stones. For a time worked with auxiliary power. 

R.D. STEVENS, CAMBRIDGESHIRE WINDMILLS AND WATERMILLS CWWS 

1985 

Cattell's mill at Willingham is the finest smock mill in the County on account of 

its fine design and the completeness of its internal millwrighting. 

Two other smock mills existed in the last century in the village one east of 

Cattell's mill and one west (called Ingle's mill) which was demolished in 1956. 

Carved in stone over the door is W Huckle and the date 1828. Later it passed 

through the Gleaves family - John, Joseph and William – until The 1890's when 

Charles Cattell took it over and then his son Raymond. It ceased grinding after 

the last war and fell into Disuse until it enjoyed a brief reprise in 1958 following 

Repairs by Raymond Cattell and Chris Wilson. 

It is the largest smock mill in the county but not the tallest. The octagonal base 

is of vertically built brick, strengthened by four iron bands. The smock has a 

flared shape on account of its being formed from three portions with different 

tapers. The white ogee cap is topped with a tall ball finial and features a fine 

gallery. The six-bladed fantail is unusually set well back and beyond the fan-

frame rear uprights. The mill once carried anticlockwise patent sails of which 
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some remains of two are left. The internal machinery is completely intact and 

includes three sets of over-driven stones, an oat clipper, smutter, wire machine 

and an elevator. Most of the gearing is of iron, except the clasp-arm brakewheel 

with iron teeth. The iron great spur wheel has wooden teeth. On the stone floor 

are also a millstone winch and grinding wheel for mill-bills.  

Mr Wallis Barton, Raymond Cattell’s son-in-law, aided by Chris Wilson of Over 

and others have been working on the mill since 1979. Using a cradle slung from 

the cap, they have fitted new weatherboarding and repaired the smock frame. It 

is hoped that the mill's restoration will be completed in a few years and that it 

will be milling flour again. 

PRESENT USE 

Condition 

This mill is being slowly repaired back to working order a project started by the 

previous and continued by its present owners, however it is known that there 

are serious problems related to the mill’s ability to steer itself automatically into 

the wind by means of the fantail. This if unresolved will result in the mill being 

tail-winded (one of the most serious sorts of damage to a windmill that can 

occur).  

SITE BACKGROUND 

A full field survey for this mill is needed. This has not been possible within the 

time constraints of this project. 

SITE COMPONENTS 

Term Period Material Importance 
(H/M/L) 

Windmill 
(including 

machinery) 

C19th Century Timber cast iron and 
brick 

High 
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ARCHAEOLOGICAL POTENTIAL  

Willingham had a least three windmills at the beginning of the twentieth century 
it would be of interest to discover what shared millwrighting history they shared. 

RECOMMENDED ACTION 
 
This mill is the largest surviving smock mill in the county and it has a largely 

complete set of interesting machinery and equipment from the days when it was 
in commercial operation, because of the completeness it is recommended that it 

retains its Grade II* listing. It is also recommended that it is put on the Heritage 
at Risk register next year due to the problems highlighted under ‘condition’ in 
this report. 

 
MANAGEMENT 

 
The mill is in private ownership. The owners are in regular contact with local mill 

experts. 

GRADING  

*** Site of Major National Significance. 
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MAP 

 

O.S Map 2011 1:2500  
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1925 © Mills Archive Trust 

2010 © Simon Booth 

SOURCES OF INFORMATION 

Published works 

H.C. Hughes Windmills in Cambridgeshire and the Isle of Ely Cambridge: PCAS 

1928 revised 1931.  

Rex Wailes The Windmills of Cambridgeshire Including those of the Isle of Ely, 

the Soke of Peterborough and Huntingdonshire London Excerpt Transactions of 

The Newcomen Society, 1949-50 And 1950-51.  

Arthur Smith Windmills of Cambridgeshire Stevenage Museum 1975 

David Alderton and John Booker The Batsford Guide To Industrial Archaeology Of 

East Anglia 1980 

R.D. Stevens Cambridgeshire Windmills and Watermills Cambridge CWWS 1985 

Archives The Cambridgeshire Collection, Cambridgeshire Archives and the Mills 

Archive 
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5. Glossary of Mill Terms  

Brakewheel: the primary gear mounted on the windshaft in windmills, on which 

the brake acts. 

Breast shot wheel: a vertical waterwheel where the water enters at about the 

level of the wheelshaft, driven by both the Impulse and the weight of the water. 

Clasp arm: a form of construction used for waterwheels and gear wheels where 

two pairs of arms form a square at the centre that boxes the shaft on to which 

the wheel is fixed, 

Cog: an individual timber tooth inserted into a gearwheel, 

Common sail: the earliest form of windmill sail where cloth is spread over a 

lattice framework. 

Compass arm: a form of construction in which the arms of a gear are mortised 

through the shaft. 

Cross trees: the main horizontal timbers of the trestle of a post mill, from 

which the quarter-bars rise to support the post. 

Crown wheel: a horizontal-face gear, with its cogs or teeth usually projecting 

upwards, from which drives are taken by pinions and layshafts. 

Double mill: a mill that contains two sets of machinery or millstones often 

driven by separate waterwheels. ' 

Dressing: the art of preparing the working faces of millstones for grinding. Also 

used for sieving meal to make a finer flour. 

Eye: the hole through the centre of a millstone. 

Fantail: a small wind wheel set at right angles to the sails of a windmill to tum 

the mill automatically into the wind. 

Fulling mill: a mill in which woven cloth is scoured and beaten to felt the fibres 

together. Also known as a tucking' or 'walk' mill, 

Governor: a device for controlling the gap between millstones. 

Grindstone: a single, vertically mounted. rotating stone used for sharpening 

tools. 

Head and tail: the arrangement of two gearwheels mounted one behind the 

other on the windshaft of a post mill, from which drives to millstones are taken. 

Horizontal wheel or Turbine: a waterwheel that rotates in a horizontal plane. 
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Hurst: the sturdy timber frame that supports the millstones in a corn mill or the 

hammers in a forge mill, 

Journal: circular part of a shaft, usually of metal, which runs in a bearing. 

Lantern pinion: a driven gear formed of two discs with staves between which 

serve as cogs 

Launder: a trough, usually of timber, that leads water on to a waterwheel, . 

Layshaft:  a gearing layout in which the drive is transmitted by horizontal 

shafting and face or bevel gearing 

Leat: a man-made stream that brings water to a waterwheel or mill, eal: the 

product of grinding grain between millstones. 

Millstone: one of a pair of usually horizontal stones for grinding corn. 

Millwright: traditionally, someone who builds and maintains mills. 

Naves: The Iron centres fixed to a wheelshaft from which the arms radiate. 

Overdriven: Machinery, particularly millstones, driven from above. 

Overshot wheel: a waterwheel driven by water entering at the top and turning 

it by the weight of the water in its buckets. 

Patent sail: a form of remotely regulated shutter sail patented in 1807. 

Penstock: a sluice or hatch that regulates the flow of water on to a waterwheel 

or turbine. 

Pinion: the smaller wheel of two wheels in gear, and driven by the larger wheel. 

Sometimes referred to as a nut. 

Pit wheel: the primary driven gear in a watermill, usually fixed to the 

wheelshaft with its lower half turning in a pit. ' 

Pitch-black wheel: a waterwheel in which water enters at the top but turns the 

wheel backwards in the opposite direction to an overshot wheel. ' 

Poll end/canister: the outer end of a windshaft, to which the sails are 

attached. 

Post mill: a timber-framed mill of which the body, containing the machinery 

and carrying the sails, rotates about the head of a massive vertical post. 

Quarterbars: the raking struts rising from the crosstrees that support the post 

of a post mill. 

Quern: a pair of small diameter millstones, turned by hand, usually for grinding 

grain. 
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Race: a channel bringing water to or from a millwheel 

Runner: the upper moving stone of a pair of millstones. 

Sail bars: the short lateral bars of a windmill sail. 

Scoop wheel: a driven wheel used to raise water in land drainage. 

Scotch mill: a reaction turbine with S-shaped arms patented in 1839. 

Shuttered sail: a form of windmill sail which is divided into a series of bays 

filled with movable shutters. 

Spindle: a small-diameter shaft, usually of iron. 

Spur-wheel drive: a gearing form in which a number of drives can be taken off 

the periphery of a spur gear. In a corn mill the spur-wheel is usually horizontal 

and a number of pairs of millstones can be grouped around a central shaft. 

Stocks: wooden hammers in a fulling mill for beating cloth to scour it. 

Threshing machine: a farm machine used for separating grain from straw and 

chaff after harvesting. 

Underdriven:  machinery, particularly millstones, driven from below. 

Undershot wheel: a waterwheel driven by the impulse of water striking the 

floats at or near the bottom of the wheel. 

Vertical waterwheel: a waterwheel that rotates in a vertical plane. 

Wallower: the first gear driven by the pit wheel in a watermill or brakewheel in 

a windmill. 

Water turbine: a developed form of waterwheel that can be fully immersed in 

water and work more efficiently, providing more power under a variety of heads. 

Wheelshaft: the main horizontal drive shaft in a watermill, on which a 

waterwheel is mounted 

(This glossary is compiled from Martin Watts’ books Windmills and Watermills 

Shire 2006 and used by kind permission.) 
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6. Analysis of the study. 

Basic data: Proportion of Watermills to Windmills in the county 

 

In terms of Listing Windmills enjoy a higher degree of protection than Watermills 

 

Current designation of Watermills within Cambridgeshire 

watermills

windmills

Watermills Unlisted

Watermills Listed Grade II

Watermills Listed Grade
II*

Watermills Listed Grade I

Watermills Ancient
Monuments
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Current designation of Windmills within Cambridgeshire 

There are currently only two Watermills that are listed as Grade II*: Houghton 

Mill, Houghton and Wyton, Sacrewell Mill and Mill House and Stables, Wansford 

and none that are Grade I.  There are also not any that are Scheduled Ancient 

Monuments. 

 

District Site Name 

East Cambridgeshire Bottisham Watermill 

East Cambridgeshire Watermill, Lode 

East Cambridgeshire Mill Haddenham, known as Great Mill, 

Haddenham16 

East Cambridgeshire Smock Mill Wicken, known as Wicken 

Fen Drainage Mill or Normans Mill. 

Peterborough City Council Maxey Mill, Maxey 

Peterborough City Council Barnack Windmill, Barnack 

South Cambridgeshire Hooks Mill and Engine House, Guilden 

Morden. 

South Cambridgeshire Hauxton Watermill, Hauxton 

South Cambridgeshire Hildersham Mill, Millers House and 
attached outbuildings Hildersham. 

South Cambridgeshire Hinxton Watermill 

South Cambridgeshire Topcliffe Mill at Number 36 Mill House, 

Meldreth 

South Cambridgeshire Over Mill, Over  
 

Mills recommended for review of designation 

 

                                                           
16

 Application already submitted to EH 

Windmills  Unlisted

Windmills Listed Grade II

Windmills Listed Grade II*

Windmills Listed Grade I

Windmills Ancient
Monuments
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District Site Name 

East Cambridgeshire Stevens Mill Burwell 

East Cambridgeshire Downfield Windmill, Soham 

East Cambridgeshire Northfield Windmill, Soham also known 

as Shade Mill 

South Cambridgeshire Little Chishill Mill, Great and Little 

Chishill known as Great Chishill 
Windmill. 

 

2012 Mills on the Heritage at Risk Register 

 

East Cambridgeshire Bottisham Watermill 

East Cambridgeshire Six Mile Bottom Windmill, Burrough 
Green 

East Cambridgeshire Mill, Haddenham known as Great Mill 
Haddenham 

Huntingdonshire Post Mill, Great Gransden 

Huntingdonshire The Mill, Elton 

City of Peterborough Sacrewell Mill and Mill House and 
Stables, Wansford. 

City of Peterborough Barnack Windmill. 

South Cambridgeshire Hooks Mill and Engine House Guilden 
Morden. 

South Cambridgeshire Hinxton Watermill 

South Cambridgeshire Bourn Windmill. 

South Cambridgeshire Cattell’s Windmill, Willingham. 
 

Proposals of additional mills to be included on the 2013 Heritage at Risk Register 
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7. Costs 

The costs of this survey are £7,000 

This represents salary for the author over a three month period of £6,500 

and expenses and production costs of        £500 

 

The project has been sponsored by English Heritage under their Regional 

Capacity Building Fund. The balance has been funded by the East of England 

Building Preservation Trust. 
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8. Sources of Information and acknowledgments 

The information contained in this report has been collected from a number of 

published sources; these are listed below in chronological order of their 

published date: 

General information about Windmills and Watermills: 

Rex Wailes Windmills in England Architectural Press 1948 

Rex Wailes The English Windmill Routledge Kegan Paul 1954 

John Reynolds Windmills and Watermills Evelyn 1971 

David Alderton and John Booker The Batsford Guide To Industrial Archaeology Of 

East Anglia 1980 

Martin Watts Water and Wind Power Shire 2000 

Martin Watts The Archaeology of Mills and Milling Tempus 2002 

Martin Watts Watermills Shire 2006 

Martin Watts Windmills Shire 2006 

Regional and local studies: 

Rev. Dr Stokes The Mills of Old Cambridge Cambridgeshire and Huntingdonshire 

Archaeological Society Vol XIV 1909 

H.C. Hughes Windmills in Cambridgeshire and the Isle of Ely Cambridge: PCAS 

1928 revised 1931.  

William Page, Granville Proby, S. Inskip Ladds (editors) Victoria County History A 

History of the County of Huntingdon: Volume 21932 

C.F. Tebbutt, Huntingdonshire Windmills originally published in the transactions 

of the Cambridgeshire and Huntingdonshire Archaeological Society volume V 

(1937) reprinted by Mason and Dorman1942 

Rex Wailes The Windmills of Cambridgeshire Including those of the Isle of Ely, 

the Soke of Peterborough and Huntingdonshire London Excerpt Transactions of 

The Newcomen Society, 1949-50 And 1950-51.  

Arthur Smith Windmills of Cambridgeshire a contemporary survey Stevenage 

Museum 1975 
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Arthur Smith Windmills of Huntingdon and Peterborough a contemporary survey 

Stevenage Museum 1976 

Director of Planning and Research Cambridgeshire County Council Three 
Cambridgeshire Windmills Cambridgeshire County Council 1984 

R.D. Stevens Cambridgeshire Windmills and Watermills Cambridge CWWS 1985 

Published information related to specific mills is acknowledged in the specific 

reports related to that mill. 

Images 

The images in this report are from a number of sources including: 

Images of England www.imagesofengland.org.uk 

The Mills Archive Trust www.millsarchive.com 

The Cambridgeshire Community Archive Network www.ccan.co.uk 

The Cambridgeshire Collection https://cambridgeshire.spydus.co.uk/cgi-

bin/spydus.exe/MSGTRN/CC02ILLUS/SUBJ 

Cambridgeshire Archives 

http://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/leisure/archives/visiting/crocambridge.htm 

Huntingdonshire Archives 

http://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/leisure/archives/visiting/HLAC1.htm 

 

I am grateful to Laura Belton and David Morgans from Essex County Council’s 

Historical Environment for allowing me to use the templates developed by them 

in their excellent reports on Watermills and Windmills in Essex. 

I am indebted to Martin Watts for allowing me to use selected parts of the 

glossaries in his publications: Watermills and Windmills. 

Finally I would like to thank my colleagues and friends: Michael Harverson, Luke 

Bonwick, Dave Pearce, and Martin Watts for all of their encouragement and 

inspiration whilst writing this report. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.imagesofengland.org.uk/
http://www.millsarchive.com/
http://www.ccan.co.uk/
https://cambridgeshire.spydus.co.uk/cgi-bin/spydus.exe/MSGTRN/CC02ILLUS/SUBJ
https://cambridgeshire.spydus.co.uk/cgi-bin/spydus.exe/MSGTRN/CC02ILLUS/SUBJ
http://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/leisure/archives/visiting/crocambridge.htm
http://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/leisure/archives/visiting/HLAC1.htm
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9. Index of Cambridgeshire Windmills and Watermills 

by7 planning authority 

 

 

PO Box 700 
Cambridge,  
CB1 0JH 

01223 457200 planning.conservation@cambridge.gov.uk 
 

Newnham Mill, Cambridge    page10 

Papermills, Cambridge     page 11 

Windmill at Chesterton Mills, Cambridge  page 12 

 

 

The Grange,  
Nutholt Lane 
Ely, CB7 4EE 

01353 665555 lorraine.king@eastcambs.gov.uk 
 

Bottisham Water Mill at Bottisham Park, Bottisham page 13, 86-95,266 

Water Mill, Lode page 6, 14 266 

Six Mile Bottom Windmill, Burrough Green page 15, 96-108 

Stevens Mill, Burwell page 7, 12, 16, 109-118, 267  

Mill to North of Melton’s Farmhouse, Burwell, known as Big Mill page 17 

Tower Mill, Cottenham page 14, 18 

Mill, Pymore Nursery, Downham page 15, 19, 24 

Tower Mill Downham page 15, 20, 24 

Mill, Haddenham known as Great Mill page 7, 21, 109, 119-129 

Downfield Windmill, Soham page 5, 7, 22, 85, 130-142, 267 

Northfield Windmill, Soham also known as Shade Mill page 5, 23, 

143-155, 267 

Windmill, Stretham page 15, 24 

mailto:planning.conservation@cambridge.gov.uk
mailto:lorraine.king@eastcambs.gov.uk
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Windmill, to Rear of the Mill House, Swaffham Prior, known as Fosters Mill 

page 6, 25 

Windmill, to Rear of Windmill Cottage, Swaffham Prior known as 

Swaffham Prior Smock Mill page 26 

Smock Mill, Wicken known as Wicken Fen Windpump or Normans Mill page 

5, 27, 266 

Windmill, Wicken known as Wicken Village Corn Windmill page 4, 28 

 

 

Fenland Hall 

County Road 
March 

PE15 8NQ 
01354 654321 planning@fenland.gov.uk 
 

Coates Windmill (Not listed) page 29,  

Doddington Windmill, Doddington page 30 

Tower Windmill, Rear of Number 40, West End, Whittlesey page 31 

Leachers Mill, Wisbech known as Leach’s Mill Wisbech page 32 

 

Conservation Team 

Planning Services 
Huntingdonshire District Council 
Pathfinder House 

St Mary’s Street 
Huntingdon 

PE29 3TN 
01480 388388 Crm_planning@huntingdonshire.gov.uk 

The Mill, Elton page 33, 85, 156-164 

Houghton Mill, Houghton and Wyton page 6, 34 

The Old Mill Offord Cluny (Not Listed) page 35 

Eaton Mills, St Neots page 36 

Water Newton Mill, Formerly the Water Mill Water Newton page 37 

Tower Mill, Great Gidding  page 38 

Post Mill, Great Gransden  page 5, 6, 39, 85, 165-178 

mailto:planning@fenland.gov.uk
mailto:Crm_planning@huntingdonshire.gov.uk
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Tower Windmill, Hemingford Grey page 40 

Ugg Mere Windpump, Ramsey St. Mary’s (Not listed) page 41 

Sawtry Windmill (Not listed) page 42 

Windmill Rear of Number 114 (Wood View), Upwood and the Raveleys 

page 43 

 

 

Town Hall,  

Bridge Street 
Peterborough 

PE1 1HF 
01733 747474 builtenvironment@peterborough.gov.uk 
 

Barnack Water Mill, Barnack page 44 

Castor Mill, Castor  page 45 

Maxey Mill, Maxey  page 46, 266 

Sacrewell Mill and Mill House and Stables, Wansford page 47, 85, 179-191 

Barnack Windmill page 48, 85, 192-200, 267 

Wind Mill about 150 Yards South East of Castor Mill, Castor page 49 

Windmill at Mill House, Peterborough page 50 

Windmill, Thorney page 51 

 

 

South Cambridgeshire Hall 

Cambourne Business Park 
Cambourne 

Cambridge 
CB23 6EA 
01954 713178 stacey.weiser@scambs.gov.uk 

The Mill House and Attached Mill Buildings, Abington Pigotts page 52 

Bulbeck Mill, Barrington page 53 

Mill, Bassingbourn cum Kneesworth page 54 

Duxford Mill, Duxford page 55 

mailto:builtenvironment@peterborough.gov.uk
mailto:stacey.weiser@scambs.gov.uk
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King’s Mill Great Shelford page 56 

Hooks Mill and Engine House, Guilden Morden page 7, 57, 85, 201-210, 

266 

Hauxton Watermill, Hauxton page 57 

Hildersham Mill, Millers House and Attached Outbuildings, Hildersham 

page 59, 266 

Hinxton Watermill and Millers' Cottage page 60, 85, 211-221, 264, 265 

Linton Mill, Linton page 61 

Hawk Mill Little Wilbraham page 62 

Sheene Mill, Melbourn page 63, 266 

Topcliffe Mill at Number 36 Mill House, Meldreth Page 64, 265  

The Mill, Shepreth page 65 

Quy Water Mill, Stow cum Quy page 66 

Mill House (Hamilton Kerr Institute) and Mill, Whittlesford page 67 

Bourn Mill, Bourn page 5, 68, 85, 222- 234, 265 

The Old Mill, Elsworth page 69 

Windmill, Fulbourn page 70 

Kings Mill, Great Shelford page 71 

Tower Mill, Guilden Morden page 72 

Four Winds Oakley Soils Limited, Hildersham known as Hildersham Tower 

Mill page 72 

Mill, Ickleton page 73 

Impington Mill, Impington page 74 

Mill, Linton page 75 

Little Chishill Mill, Great and Little Chishill known as Great Chishill 

Windmill page 5, 76, 235-249, 265 

The Windmill, Little Wilbraham page 78 

Madingley Mill, at Mill Farm, Madingley Hill, Madingley page 5, 79 

Over Mill, Over page 4, 79, 264 

Smock Mill circa 10 Metres North of Mill House Number 20, Steeple 

Morden page 80 

Hale Windmill, Swavesey page 81 

Mill, at Mill House, West Wickham page 82 

Windmill at Mill Cottage, West Wratting page 83 

Cattell's Mill, Willingham page 84, 250-261, 265 
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10.  Brief C.V. of the report’s author 

 

Simon Hudson 
 

 
 

Simon has been interested in the conservation of traditional windmills and 
watermills from a very early age. He was fortunate to be brought up in 
Cranbrook in the 1960’s during which time the Dutch Millwrighting firm Bremer 

of Groningen were carrying out major work to the windmill in the village. Since 
then he has visited mills all over Britain and many parts of Europe particularly 

the Netherlands and Flanders.  
 
 

For eight years until August 2011 he was the administrator for the Mills Section 

of the Society for the Protection of Ancient Buildings (SPAB). During this time he 
organised technical courses tours and conferences on various aspects of Mill 
Conservation. He was the Principal Advisor on Mills and Millwrighting to the pilot 

William Morris Craft Fellowship Millwright training project, and the Broads 
Authority Bursary Training Scheme. He wrote various articles on mills for 

publications such as Practical Family History, Cornerstone and Mill News as well 
as assisting various authors including Martin Watts, Luke Bonwick and Alan 
Stoyel with their publication of their books. 

 
 

After leaving the SPAB Simon is now working as a freelance consultant for his 
own company: Discovering Mills which he has established to help groups and 
individuals to record and repair mills. This work has included helping a group of 

villagers at Great Chishill in Cambridgeshire set up a Building Preservation Trust 
to take on responsibility for the windmill in their village. He also recently 

organised a very successful day conference for Mill owners and volunteers in 
Cambridgeshire. He is the author of various mill reports including: Great 
Gransden Windmill-A report into the history of the 17th Century Post Mill for 

Cambridgeshire County Council.  
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